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Asia-Europe Foundation organises Public Lecture in Mongolia on the
Ombudsman Institution
Ulan Bator, 11 November 2009 – Today, the question of whether Mongolia is ready to establish an
ombudsman institution is being revisited. In the early 1990s, a public debate began in Mongolia on
the need for an ombudsman. It was considered at the time that Mongolia was not ready for this.
Contributing to this renewed public debate, the National University of Mongolia together with the AsiaEurope Foundation has invited Professor Roel Fernhout, a former Ombudsman of the Netherlands, to
share his insights on 13 November.
Prof Fernhout will address students, faculty staff and civil society participants. His speech is expected
to throw light on how an ombudsman institution can be an alternative road to justice. He will also
speak on developments of the ombudsman institution in established as well as new democracies.
"The role of an ombudsman is to support democratic processes and the rule of law through the
defense of human rights. I hope that this exchange of experiences and good practices of ombudsman
institutions will be beneficial for the audience,” said Prof Fernhout.
Prior to the public panel, Prof Fernhout will have a separate meeting with Members of the Parliament
and representatives of the National Human Rights Commission of Mongolia and will discuss in detail
the role of an ombudsman and the challenges in terms of setting up an ombudsman institution.
Prof Fernhout’s visit to Ulan Bator is organised by the Asia Europe Foundation in partnership with the
National University of Mongolia, Citizen’s Alliance Centre and Women for Social Progress. It forms
part of ASEF’s Asia-Europe Lecture Tours programme. This programme brings opinion leaders from
each region to tour the opposite region, and engages them in discussions hosted by civil society
organisations or government institutions in the host country.
“Countries in Asia and Europe follow different political systems,” said Ambassador Dominique Girard,
ASEF Executive Director. “There is much to gain from sharing experiences. We are happy to organise
our first ASEF activity in Mongolia on such an important topic.”
There will be an opportunity for the media to conduct interviews with Prof Roel Fernhout. Interested
media should contact:
Ms. Natalia Figge
Project Manager
Intellectual Exchange, Asia-Europe Foundation
T. +65 90232435 | F. +65 6872 1207
e-mail: natalia@asef.org

Ms. Soh Lai Yee
Assistant Director
Public Affairs, Asia-Europe Foundation
T. +65 6874 9729 I F. +65 6872 1206
e-mail: laiyee@asef.org

The Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF) advances mutual understanding and collaboration between
the people of Asia and Europe through intellectual, cultural, and people-to-people exchanges.
These exchanges include conferences, lecture tours, workshops, seminars and the use of webbased platforms. The major achievement of ASEF is the establishment of permanent bi-regional
networks focussed on areas and issues that help to strengthen Asia-Europe relations.
Established in February 1997 by the partners of the Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM), ASEF reports to a board of
governors representing the ASEM partners. ASEF is the only permanent physical institution of the ASEM
process. Since 1997, the Foundation has initiated projects engaging 14,000 individuals from Asia and Europe.
ASEF works in partnership with other public institutions and civil society actors to ensure its work is broadbased and balanced among the partner countries. www.asef.org
The Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM) is an informal process of dialogue and co-operation. It brings together
Austria, Belgium, Brunei, Bulgaria, Cambodia, China, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland,
France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Korea, Laos, Latvia, Lithuania,
Luxembourg, Malaysia, Malta, Mongolia, Myanmar, the Netherlands, Pakistan, the Philippines, Poland, Portugal,
Romania, Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Thailand, United Kingdom, Vietnam, the ASEAN
Secretariat and the European Commission. (www.aseminfoboard.org)
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ASEF's contribution is with the financial support of the European Commission. The views expressed herein can in no way be
taken to reflect the official opinion of the European Commission.

