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Media analysis 
 

Public opinion 

 
Elite interviews 

 Methodology 

EU  
(8) 

2 dailies +  
1 TV News bulletin 

Sept- Nov 2010 
 

2,770 news items 

On-line panel 
Feb 2011 

 

6,155 respondents 

April-July 2011 

 
103 interviews 

Asia  
(7) 

3 dailies +  
1 TV News bulletin 

Jan- June 2011 
 

6,115 news items 

On-line panel 
March 2012 

 
7,040 respondents 

May-Dec 2011 

 
 

198 interviews 
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TV Press

ά9¦έ ƛƴ !ǎƛŀƴ ƴŜǿǎ ŎƻǾŜǊŀƎŜ 
 

 [ŜǾŜƭǎ ƻŦ aŜŘƛŀ wŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎΧ 
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ά!ǎƛŀέ ƛƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ƴŜǿǎ ŎƻǾŜǊŀƎŜ 
 



Focus of EU News in Asian media 
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developmental social economic environmental political

9¦Ωǎ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ όŘŜōǘ ŎǊƛǎƛǎΣ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜ 
rate of euro); EU as a trade partner 

Positive 
11% 

Neutral 
71% 

Negative 
18% 



Focus of Asian News in EU media 
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Politics Development Environment Economic Social

Asia as an economic powerhouse (well-being of 
the Asian economies; investment, business 
opportunities in for European companies ); 

Asian economies as trading partners Sports (Asia Games, Asia Championship, Asian 
representatives in international sporting events); 

Asian lifestyle/culture 

Positive 
21% 

Neutral 
72% 

Negative 
7% 

Evaluation of economic news 

Positive 
11% 

Neutral 
72% 

Negative 
17% 

Evaluation of Social news 

Positive 
4% 

Neutral 
77% 

Negative 
19% 

Evaluation of political news 



 Do they matter to each other? (public)  Asian Public Opinion -òMost Important Partnersó 

  China India Japan S. Korea Malaysia Singapore Thailand 

1st US US US US China China China 

2nd Russia EU Asia China 

Asia/ Japan 

US Japan 

3rd EU Asia EU EU Asia US 

EU 3rd  2nd  3rd  3rd  5th  5th  5th  

EU Public Opinion - òMost Important Partnersó 

  
Austria Belgium Denmark France Germany Italy Romania UK 

1st Europe 

2nd Asia N America N America Asia Asia N America N America N America 

3rd N America Asia Asia N America N America Asia Asia Asia 

Asia 2nd  3rd  3rd  2nd  2nd  3rd  3rd  3rd  



How positively or negatively did Asian 
general publics perceive the EU? 
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Very negative

Somewhat negative

Neither positive nor
negative
Somewhat positive

Very positive

No 
26% 

Not 
sure 
53% 

Yes 
21% 

Is the EU aggressive? 

No 
22% 

Not 
sure 
54% 

Yes 
24% 

Is the EU arrogant?  

Yes 
37% 

Not 
sure 
50% 

No 
13% 

Is the EU likeable?  



LƳŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ¦ƴƛƻƴέ   
in Asian Public Opinion 

  1st 2nd 3rd 4th 

China ϵ  Europe Unity 
France/ 

Germany  

India France  ϵ/ UK Europe 

Japan ϵ  ά9¦έ  Europe  Greece 

S.Korea ϵ  ά9¦έ  Greece Economy 

Malaysia Europe ϵ  Economy UK  

Singapore Europe ϵ  Germany Unity 

Thailand ϵ  ά9¦έ  UK France  



LƳŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ά!ǎƛŀέ ƛƴ 9¦ tǳōƭƛŎ hǇƛƴƛƻƴ 

  1st 2nd 3rd 

Austria Social & Cultural Geography/ Distance Economic 

Belgium Social & Cultural 
Individual countries  

(esp. China) 
Geography/ Distance 

Denmark Social & Cultural 
Individual countries  

(esp. China) 
Geography/Distance 

France Economic 
Individual countries  

(esp. China) 
Social & Cultural 

Germany 
Individual countries  

(esp. China) 
People Social & Cultural 

Italy 
Individual countries  

(esp. China) 
Geography/ Distance Social & Cultural 

Romania Social & Cultural 
Individual countries  

(esp. China) 
Geography/Distance 

UK 
Individual countries  

(esp. China) 
Social & Cultural Geography/Distance 



¢ƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ aŜŘƛŀΩǎ άCŀŎŜέ ƻŦ !ǎƛŀ 
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Who represents Asia? (media) 

ά/ƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ !ǎƛŀ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ 
act out of national interests, which in turn influence the 
message, especially in political news. China never speaks 
about Asia, China speaks of China. India speaks of India. 
hƴƭȅ !{9!b ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ǎǇŜŀƪ ƻŦ !ǎƛŀΦΦΦΦέ όLe Monde, France) 

ά²Ŝ Ŏŀƴϥǘ ƧǳŘƎŜ !ǎƛŀ ŀǎ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜΦ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ǿŜ 
globalize Europe, under the form of the European 
Union, Asia is far from this situation. In Asia stands 
ƻǳǘ /ƘƛƴŀΣ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘΦέ όDumitrescu, Romania) 


