Youth Employability in Asia and
Europe at the core of the 5th ASEM
Rectors’ Conference and
Students’ Forum (ARC5)
More than 180 university leaders, business representatives, government officials
and students from all 51 ASEM partner countries will meet on 4-8 April 2016 in
Prague, the Czech Republic for the 5th ASEM Rectors’ Conference and Students’
Forum (ARC5). ARC5 sees the greatest diversity in Asia-Europe representation
thus far.
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Themed “Employability: Asia and Europe Prepare the New Generation”, ARC5
provides a high-level inter-regional dialogue on how higher education institutions
(HEIs) can better collaborate with governments and the business sector to tackle
emerging socio-economic issues in Asia and Europe particularly on youth
employment, rapid changes in the labour market and skill development.
“It is important to further facilitate exchange of students and academics in order
to acquire better understanding of both regions. We also need to support
research and encourage interaction between education and private sector. We
need to focus on building bridges across different sectors to ensure better and
sustainable future,” highlighted Professor Tomáš ZIMA, M.D, DSc., Rector of
Charles University in Prague, the host of ARC5.
ARC5 will be an opportunity for all participants to connect, share best practices,
and explore possibilities of cooperation for both regions. The main objective for
ARC5 participants is to jointly develop Policy Recommendations for the upcoming
6th ASEM Education Ministers’ Meeting (ASEM ME6) to be held in 2017 in Korea.
The keynote speakers of the conference include: Mr Pavel BĚLOBRÁDEK, Deputy
Prime Minister for the Science, Research and Innovation of the Czech Republic;
HE Dr Lubomír ZAORÁLEK, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic;
Professor LEE Young, Vice-Minister of Education of the Republic of Korea and his
counterpart Mr Stanislav STECH, Vice-Minister of Education of the Czech Republic;
representatives of the business sector such as Mr Alain DEHAZE, Chief Executive
Officer of the Adecco Group, Mr Mel CARVILL, Member of the Board of Directors of
Home Credit and Mr Hun LEE, President of Samsung Electronics Czech and
Slovak. Professor LEE Young, as representative of the ASEM ME6 host country, will
receive the Policy Recommendations developed by different stakeholders over the
course of ARC5.
ARC5 is co-organised by the Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF) and Charles University
in Prague with the support of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of
Education, Youth and Sports of the Czech Republic. Home Credit B.V., Samsung,
the International Association of Universities, the ASEAN University Network, the
European Students’ Union and the Erasmus Student Network contribute as
supporters.
The past editions of ARC have brought together hundreds of Asian and European
students, university and business leaders for solution-oriented discussions on
emerging higher education issues concerning both regions. ARC is also one of the
initial commitments to the Global Action programme on Education for Sustainable
Development (ESD), which is the successor to the United Nations Decade of ESD
(2005-2014).
For more information, please visit http://bit.ly/ARC5
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About the Organisers
The Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF) promotes understanding, strengthens relationships and
facilitates cooperation among the people, institutions and organisations of Asia and Europe. ASEF
enhances dialogue, enables exchanges and encourages collaboration across the thematic areas of
culture, economy, education, governance, public health and sustainable development. ASEF is an
intergovernmental not-for-profit organisation located in Singapore. Founded in 1997, it is the only
institution of the Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM).
Together with about 750 partner organisations ASEF has run more than 700 projects, mainly
conferences, seminars and workshops. Over 20,000 Asians and Europeans have actively
participated in its activities and it has reached much wider audiences through its networks, webportals, publications, exhibitions and lectures.
For more information, please visit www.asef.org

Founded in 1348, Charles University in Prague is one of the oldest European universities. With its
17 facilities and 3 university institutes, over 51,000 students and over 800 staff members, among
them over 4600 in academia and research, it is a leading research university that combines highquality science, research and education on both a global and national scale.
For more information, please visit http://www.cuni.cz/UKEN-1.html

In Partnership with

Supported by

In the Framework of
The Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM) is an intergovernmental forum for dialogue and cooperation
established in 1996 to deepen relations between Asia and Europe, which addresses political,
economic and socio-cultural issues of common concern. ASEM brings together 53 partners:
Australia, Austria, Bangladesh, Belgium, Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria, Cambodia, China, Croatia,
Cyprus, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, India,
Indonesia, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Kazakhstan, Korea, the Lao PDR, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg,
Malaysia, Malta, Mongolia, Myanmar, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Pakistan, the
Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russian Federation, Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain,
Sweden, Switzerland, Thailand, the United Kingdom, and Viet Nam plus the ASEAN Secretariat and
the European Union.
For more information, please visit www.aseminfoboard.org

This project is co-funded by the European Union.
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