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ENVforum looks at new approach to policymaking
Asian and European Stakeholders use Scenario-building Methodology in roundtable on
Urban Management

The ENVforum 5t Roundtable will be held in Shenzhen, China from 28 to 30 November 2007. The
Roundtable, which will bring together a select group of representatives from governments, industry,
civil society and research, will enable decision-makers to adopt an integrated approach on
environmental and sustainable development issues in urban management.

One of the highlights of the Roundtable will be a one-day workshop on scenario-building which will
examine and make recommendations on policy actions. The workshop will allow stakeholders to
experience first-hand a new approach to policymaking which goes beyond the conventional “Business
as Usual” forecast into one which examines potential future developments in a creative yet structured
approach. The approach also allows decision-makers to test and re-examine the robustness of their
policy instruments in the face of unanticipated change. The methodology is supported by the European
Environment Agency.

Stakeholders from Asia and Europe would benefit from the exchange of information & from joint
analyses at the Roundtable. Asia is home to some of the most fastest-growing and densely-populated
cities in the world. Easing the urban pressure with good planning is therefore essential. Europe, on the
other hand, faces a different set of problems. For example, cities are sprawling beyond the limits of
existing public transport infrastructure. In order to ensure accessibility, it is essential to continue
improvements to the public transport system. New and innovative techniques may hold the key to
solving some of the challenges facing both regions.

ENVforum is organised by the Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF), the Institute for Global Environment
Strategies of Japan, Hanns Seidel Foundation of Germany (Jakarta office), the Swedish Environmental
Secretariat for Asia (SIDA-Sensa) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). A policy
report from its previous roundtable on chemicals and hazardous substances management was
circulated at the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management (SAICM) Asian
consultation round in Bangkok in May 2007.

This Roundtable is supported by the Centre of Urban Development and Environment, Chinese
Academy of Social Sciences and the City Development Research Centre of Shenzhen Municipality.

For more information, please visit www.env.asef.org

Programme contact: Mr Rahiman Abdullah, Asia-Europe Foundation
T.4+65 68749710/ 9700 | F.+6568721207 | E-mail: env@asef.org

Media contact: Ms Leda Bontosoglou, Asia-Europe Foundation
T.+6568749739/9700 | F.+6568721206 | E-mail: leda.bonto@asef.org
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ENVforum is a collaboration of:

Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF) seeks to promote better mutual understanding and closer
co-operation between the people of Asia and Europe through greater intellectual, cultural,
and people-to-people exchanges. These exchanges include conferences, lecture tours,
workshops, seminars and the use of web-based platforms. The major achievement of ASEF
is the establishment of permanent bi-regional networks focused on areas and issues that
help to strengthen Asia-Europe relations.

Established in February 1997 by the partners of the Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM)*, ASEF
reports to a board of governors representing the ASEM partners. ASEF is the only
permanent physical institution of the ASEM process. Having completed over 350 projects,
involving over 13,500 individuals (‘ASEF Alumni’), ASEF works in partnership with other
public institutions and civil society actors to ensure its work is broad-based and balanced
among the partner countries. www.asef.org

* The Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM) is an informal process of dialogue and co-operation. It is based on
an equal partnership and its activities are grouped into three pillars: political, economic and socio-
cultural. It brings together Austria, Belgium, Brunei, Bulgaria, Cambodia, China, Cyprus, Czech
Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Ireland,
ltaly, Japan, Laos, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malaysia, Malta, Mongolia, Myanmar, The
Netherlands, Pakistan, The Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia,
South Korea, Spain, Sweden, Thailand, United Kingdom, Vietnam, the European Commission and the
ASEAN Secretariat. www.aseminfoboard.org

Based in Munich, Germany, the Hanns Seidel Foundation (HSF) is a German political
foundation with 35 years of experience in civic education in Germany and international co-
operation around the world.

Its office in Indonesia was founded in 1993 with programs developed and implemented
jointly with local, national and international partners, focusing on promotion of
environmental education, training (capacity building) and public awareness for the entire
society in Indonesia and ASEAN region. Numerous teachers’ training on the use of water,
air, biodiversity, land & soil and environmental ethic modules in national level have been a
landmark program of HSF in partnership with universities and Indonesian Ministries of
Environment and Education. ASEAN Environmental Education Action Plan, Environmentally
Sustainable Cities and Leadership Programme on Environment are among other growing
programmes which HSF has been actively involved in partnership with ASEAN Secretariat
and UNEP/ROAP. For more information on HSF-Indonesia, please Vvisit
http://www.hsfindo.org

Established in 1998, the Institute for Global Environmental Strategies (IGES) is an
independent, not for profit think tank, based in Japan. It goes beyond research to provide
practical ways to protect the earth's environment and to realize greater sustainability and
equity in the global community. While the outlook of IGES is global, the principal
geographical scope of its activities is Asia and the Pacific region, an area which is
experiencing rapid economic development and which will affect the global environment
through its population growth, urban environmental problems and other environmental
issues. For more information on IGES, please visit http://www.iges.or.jp.

The participation of the IGES in this endeavour is made possible with the support of the
government of Japan.

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) mission is to provide leadership and
encourage partnership in caring for the environment by inspiring, informing, and enabling
nations and peoples to improve their quality of life without compromising that of future
generations. For more information on UNEP, please visit http://www.unep.org.

The Swedish Environmental Secretariat for Asia (SENSA) is the arm of the Swedish
International Development Agency (SIDA). It provides enhanced opportunities for a
dialogue with regional partners with an environment focus, thereby strengthening Swedish
co-operation in the area of environmental action. For more information on SIDA, please
visit http://www.sida.se




