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Thank you, Mr. LIANG Qiusong.   

 

Mr. LI Youzhi,  

Amb ZHANG Xiaokang,  

Distinguished guests,  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

 

I am pleased to represent the Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF) here today at 

this ASEM Seminar on Sustainable Management of Water Resources.  

ASEF supports this event financially through its Chinese Trust Fund.  

 

I would like to take this opportunity to briefly introduce to you the Asia-

Europe Foundation as an institution and its portfolio on environment and 

sustainable development, in particular, as most of you might not be familiar 

with our mission and work.  

 

ASEF has a unique role within the framework of the Asia-Europe Meeting 

(ASEM), an intergovernmental high-level political forum for dialogue and 

cooperation between 29 European and 20 Asian countries as well as the 

European Union and ASEAN. 
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The Asia-Europe Foundation is the only permanently established institution 

of the ASEM process.  

ASEF is a non-profit organisation which was created by the Leaders of ASEM 

in 1997, after their 1st Summit the year before.  

ASEF complements the official ASEM process of Summits, Ministerial 

Meetings, and Government initiatives with its own projects and activities that 

are targeted at and engage the civil societies of both Asia and Europe.  

In this regard, we act as a networking node between the civil societies of 

both regions, but also as an interface between the civil societies and the 

government levels. 

 

How do we do this? 

 

We organise projects, for example conferences, seminars, workshops, expert 

meetings, public forums, lectures and trainings involving participants from 

all 49 ASEM countries.  

We also create networks, set up online platforms, and produce publications.  

These projects address the priorities of the ASEM Process.  

They cover 6 thematic areas, namely culture, education, sustainable 

development, economy, governance, and public health.  

Our target groups are representatives from civil society organisations, 

non-profit organisations, think tanks, and international organisations, 

academics, researchers, and students, artists and cultural managers, 

journalists and other media practitioners.  

ASEF is based in Singapore, but our projects take place all over Asia and 

Europe.  

 

Since ASEF’s inception, environment and sustainable development have 

been important pillars in our work.  
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Allow me to go into a little more detail.  

 

 

Among ASEF’s 3 programme departments, the Political and Economic 

Department has a strong portfolio in the fields of environment and 

sustainable development.  

Through our flagship program Asia-Europe Environment Forum (ENVforum), 

ASEF contributes to the ASEM Environment Ministers’ Meetings with 

recommendations and other outcomes of experts’ discussions, publications.  

 

ASEF follows an interdisciplinary project approach, which means that our 

activities also link environmental topics with other important areas that 

concern the societies in Asia and Europe, for example, economic issues, 

human rights, public health, culture, education, etc.. 

 

Our project’s topics are inspired by the agenda of the political ASEM process 

and therefore translate the priorities of the ASEM Leaders and Ministers 

through our long-term programs into tangible cooperation in a very concrete, 

practical, and sustainable fashion. 

 

Regarding our partner organisations, ASEF follows the principle of equal 

partnership cooperation for all its projects.  

This means that we always aim to work with at least one Asian and one 

European partner on each project.  

Partner organisations co-conceptualise, co-plan, co-fund, and implement the 

entire project together with us. 

 

Our key partners in the areas of environment and sustainable development 

are think tanks, research institutions, international and regional 

organisations, and ASEM governments and government agencies.  
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To name a few, we have established stable partnerships with the Hanns 

Seidel Foundation of Germany, the Swedish Environmental Secretariat for 

Asia, the Institute for Global Environmental Strategies (IGES) from Japan, the 

ASEM SMEs Eco-Innovation Centre (ASEIC) based in Korea, and the United 

Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).  

 

In 2014, our major projects in the field of environment and sustainable 

development are the Asia-Europe Environment Forum’s Research 

Coordination Meeting and Publication Launch scheduled to take place 

during the 4th quarter and the Asia-Europe Environment Forum’s Conference 

and Steering Committee Meeting on 7-8 October in Brussels, Belgium.  

 

This Seminar on “Sustainable Management of Water Resources in the 

Context of Urbanisation” presents a timely addition to our environment 

portfolio, as this is the very first time that ASEF is involved in the 

increasingly hot topic of water management.  

I believe the outcome of this seminar could well serve the deliberations at 

the ASEM Environment Ministers’ level.  

 

We are honored to have the opportunity to support the ASEM Water 

Resources Development and Research Center in organising the seminar.  

ASEF is delighted to provide financial support and visibility to the success of 

this seminar.  

 

We are very pleased that our longstanding partner, the ASEF University 

Alumni Network (ASEFUAN), is the partner of this Seminar.  

and I am particularly pleased that our friend, Prof. SHEN Wei, President of 

ASEFUAN, is here with us today.  
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Finally, I would like to thank the organizers, the ASEM Water Resources 

Research and Development Center, for holding this event and for their 

generous hospitality.  

 

But now, I look forward to a successful and fruitful seminar ahead.  

 

Thank you for your attention.  


