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Remarks by Prof Dr Shen Wei 

 Opening Ceremony of the ASEM Seminar on  

Sustainable Management of Water Resources in the Context of 

Urbanization 

Changsha, Hunan, 22 May 2014 
 

 

Dear Vice-Governor Li, 

Mr Warnecke, 

Amb. Zhang 

Mr Chen, 

Distinguished guests from Asia and Europe, 

 

It gives me the great privilege for me to join the welcome ceremony to 

this important conference, the ASEM Seminar on Sustainable 

Management of Water Resources in the Context of Urbanization. As 

the President of Asia-Europe Foundation University Alumni Network 

(ASEFUAN), we are very delighted and honoured to be part this great 

initiative, which addresses one the most important developmental 

challenges faced by Asian and European countries nowadays. 

 

As we all know, access to safe and clean water is a basic human need 

and fundamental part of human dignity. It is at the heart of our world 

development and global sustainability – ranging from agriculture, to 

energy, education, health, and rural and urban livelihood.  

 

Out of our available water resources on the Earth, 97 percent of them 

is salt water; and only three percent is fresh water, which is required 

by human beings. Furthermore, a number of factors contributed to our 
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current water shortage. For instance, with climate change, global 

warming and more extreme weather conditions, we have seen global 

drought, that reduces both the amounts of water available and its 

quality. 

 

Population growth and demographic changes also play a major role. 

Many of the ASEM countries are already an urban nation or 

experiencing rapid urbanisation. The development of new housing, 

increasing human density, changing house structure and lifestyles 

also increase the demand for water. Several statistics have shown 

that urban water consumption is likely to double by 2025. If we look 

at the case of the UK, it is expected that London will 

have 800,000 new citizens by 2015 and single person households 

will account for 35% of the UK total by 2021. 

 

That is why I think this Seminar is particularly relevant, in the context 

of urbanisation. While bringing wealth and creating 

employment, urbanisation also provide ample opportunities for more 

efficient water management, from the provision of drinking water 

supply and sanitation services to many people to the recycling of 

waste water. 

 

However, we must pay urgent attention to water resources 

management, in both quantitative and qualitative terms, if we wish to 

win this battle to fight water scarcity and stress. Therefore, we need to 

have a number of ingredients: 

 

 Stronger political commitment and leadership:  
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o Today’s Seminar is a clear indication of the political will 

from the Government of China and ASEM process in 

tackling this important challenge. 

 Better water governance 

 Better water management  

o Improve efficiency and effectiveness of water 

management through dialogue and coordination 

 More cooperation 

 More sustainable financing 

 

Last not least, we also need more youth participation and people-to-

people exchange within the ASEM for sustainable water resources 

management, to raise awareness and foster knowledge exchange. 

That is why I believe ASEFUAN has a role to play. 

 

Founded in Bali in April 2002 by the graduates of the ASEF University 

Programme, a flagship project organised by the Asia-Europe 

Foundation (ASEF), ASEFUAN brings together some of the most 

outstanding students and young professionals in Asia and Europe.  

We now have over 600 members in all ASEM countries, working as 

business executive, lawyer, diplomat, engineer, professor and even 

Government Minister. In fact, one of our Finnish members 

Ville Niinistö, is a member of Finnish Green Party (Green League), City 

council of Turku, and currently the Minister of the Environment for 

Finland, whom unfortunately cannot join us today.  

 

After addressing the issue of Food Security at the Trinity College in 

Dublin last year, we are in fact also organising our annual academic 

conference on water security this year. With the support from Asia-
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Europe Foundation, we hold the conference in the city of Hangzhou in 

partnership with Zhejiang University. So I sincerely hope you could 

come and also share your expertise with us this July and hear more 

youth voices on this subject. 

 

Dear distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen, our current models 

of urban planning and water management are not anymore sufficient 

to deal with the current speed and spectrum of globalization and 

urbanisation, we desperately need new ideas and even a paradigm 

shift on the global and system-wide level manage our scared water 

resources, taking into consideration of ecological sustainability, 

technical performance, social justice and equality, and of course in 

the current economic situation - cost effectiveness. 

 

Therefore, I would like to thank the Government of China, Asia-Europe 

Foundation (ASEF), French Government and UNESCO for sponsoring 

this Seminar. I am also grateful for the ASEM Water Resources 

Research and Development Centre and Hunan Provincial Government 

for hosting this important event at the historical city of Changsha, a 

big thank you for the organising team for the hard work for organising 

this Seminar and making it possible. Last not least, I would like to 

express my sincere thanks to all of the experts who travelled from 

different parts of the world to join us and share your knowledge and 

experiences. 

 

Thank you very much and I look forward to two full days of fruitful 

discussions and hope many long-lasting partnerships could grow from 

our dialogues in Changsha! 

 


