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No. Country Prefix First Name Family Name Designation Name of Institution 

PARTICIPANTS 

1.  Australia Mrs Juliette BENTLEY Teacher & Mentor Mt St Michael's College 

2.  Belgium Mrs Nele DECKX 
STEM & Technology 

Teacher 
Campus De Vesten 

3.  Belgium Mr Seppe HERMANS 
STEM Teacher & 

Coordinator 
GO! Spectrumschool 

4.  
Brunei 

Darussalam 
Mrs Nor Irniwati ISMAIL Senior Mistress 

Sayyidina Abu Bakar 

Secondary School 

5.  
Brunei 

Darussalam 
Dr Roslena JOHARI Head 

Brunei Darussalam 

Teachers Academy (BDTA) 

6.  Bulgaria Mrs Asya BOGOEVA Main Teacher 
138 Secondary School 

"Prof. Vassil Zlatarski" 

7.  Bulgaria Mrs Veneta VELKOVA Biology Teacher 

32 Secondary Language 

School "St. Kliment 

Ohridski 

8.  Cambodia Ms Bunnary THANG 
Social Sciences 

Teacher 
Sangker High School 

9.  Cambodia Ms Huy Teang MENG 

Mathematics 

Teacher & Teaching 

Staff 

Hun Sen Kampong Cham 

High School 

10.  China Ms Mi CHEN IT Teacher Shuangliu middle school 

11.  Croatia Ms Laura KOKOT 

Mathematics & 

Computer Science 

Teacher 

High School of Mate 

Blažine Labin 

12.  Cyprus Dr Charalambos KOUTSIDES 
Educational Officer, 

Office of the Minister 

Ministry of Education and 

Culture 

13.  Cyprus Dr Marios MILTIADOU 

Computer Science 

Inspector, 

Secondary 

Education 

Ministry of Education and 

Culture 

14.  
Czech 

Republic 
Mr David NAVRATIL 

English, German & 

Geography Teacher 
E. Valenty School, Prostějov 

15.  Denmark Mr René JØRGENSEN Principal Sydkystens Privateskole 

16.  Estonia Ms Kerli ORAV-PUURAND 
Mathematics 

Teacher 

Tartu Hugo Treffner 

Gymnasium 

17.  Estonia Mr Urmas HEINASTE 
Informatics & 

Robotics Teacher 

Tartu Annelinna 

Gümnaasium 

18.  Finland Ms Hannele PUOLAKKA 
Humanities & Social 

Sciences Teacher 

Lappeenrannan Lyseon 

lukio 

19.  Finland Ms Sonja  BIESE 

Russian, English, 

Marketing & Sales 

Teacher 

Gymnasiet Lärkan 

20.  France Mr Alain RUEL 
Engineering 

Sciences Teacher 
Lycée Marcellin Berthelot 

21.  France Mr Siegfried MAILLARD 
Mathematics 

Teacher 
College les Eyquems 
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No. Country Prefix First Name Family Name Designation Name of Institution 

22.  Germany Dr Renata DUDA-MERLE 
EFL &  German 

Teacher 

Küstengymnasium 

Neustadt 

23.  Greece Mrs Triantafyllia SYVAKA Principal 
4th Junior High School of 

Polichni 

24.  Hungary Dr 
Andrea 

Molnarne 
LASZLO Research Teacher 

II. Rákóczi Ferenc 

Hungarian- English 

Bilingual Secondary School 

25.  Hungary Ms Irén BERÉNYI 

English Teacher & 

Chairperson of the 

School's Foundation 

Kodály Zoltán Primary 

School and High School 

26.  India Mrs Anjali HANDA Sciences Teacher 
St. Mark's Girls Senior 

Secondary School 

27.  Indonesia Ms 
Gusti Cysta 

Sarah 
ISLAMY 

Art & Design 

Teacher 
Sampoerna Academy 

28.  Indonesia Ms Rika SUJATMA Principal SMA Negeri 1 Cipeundeuy 

29.  Ireland Dr Niamh MC NALLY 
Teacher & Teacher 

Educator 

Loreto Secondary School 

Balbriggan 

30.  Italy Ms Martina VESNAVER 

English Teacher & 

International 

Projects Coordinator 

ITS Deledda Fabiani 

31.  Japan Ms Ayumi SAWADA Language Teacher 
Ritsumeikan Junior and 

Senior High School 

32.  Kazakhstan Mr Baglan KUTURBAYEV 
Programming & 

Robotics Teacher 

National School of Physics 

and Math, Astana 

33.  Kazakhstan Mr Galymbek TASHEV Physics Teacher 
Nazarbayev Intellectual 

School in Pavlodar 

34.  Lao PDR Mr Souksakhone SENGSOULIYA 
Teaching Staff & 

Administrator 
National University of Laos 

35.  Latvia Mrs Inga ZARINA 
Social Science 

Teacher 

Vecpiebalga Secondary 

School 

36.  Latvia Mrs Ligita RIDUZE 
Mathematics & IT 

Teacher 

Madliena Secondary 

School 

37.  Latvia Mrs Marija GRINBERGA 
Language Teacher & 

Project Coordinator 
Drusti Elementary school 

38.  Lithuania Mrs Emilija ZAKAITĖ Chemistry Teacher 

Raseinių raj. Viduklės 

Simono Stanevičiaus 

gimnazija 

39.  Lithuania Mrs Ramunė BANIULIENĖ Headmaster 
Kaunas Palemonas 

Gimnasium 

40.  Luxembourg Mr Yannick BARTOCCI Science Teacher Lycée des Arts et Métiers 

41.  Malaysia Ms May Ling ONN Science Teacher Sri KDU Secondary School 

42.  Malta Ms Alexia MICALLEF GATT 
Science & Biology 

Teacher 

St. Paul's Missionary 

College 

43.  Mongolia Ms Azzaya SAMBALKHUNDEV 
Mathematics & 

Informatics Teacher 

Mining and Energy 

Polytechnic College 
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No. Country Prefix First Name Family Name Designation Name of Institution 

44.  Mongolia Mrs Chuluuntumur DAMDIN School Manager 

Secondary School at 

School of Technology in 

Darkhan-Uul Province 

45.  Myanmar Ms May Thiri TUN Programme Officer Myanmar School of Politics 

46.  Netherlands Ms Daniëlle STROOMBERG 
English Teacher & 

Coach 

Christelijk College Nassau-

Veluwe 

47.  Netherlands Ms Marcella VAN VLIET English Teacher 
Christelijk College Nassau 

Veluwe 

48.  Pakistan Ms Sidra ASHRAF Economics Teacher Beacon House 

49.  Philippines Mr 
Brylle Raphael 

Uy 
BIGCAS 

Chemistry Senior 

High School Teacher 
Hope Christian High School 

50.  Philippines Mr Rodel PENDERGAT 
Senior High School 

Science Teacher 
Hope Christian High School 

51.  Poland Mr Jakub NIEWINSKI 
Teacher of Ethics, 

Mentor & Coach 

Irena Sendler Secondary 

School (Gniezno) 

52.  Portugal Ms Helena CASTRO Headmaster 
Agrupamento de Escolas 

de Sátão 

53.  Portugal Mrs Maria SILVA 

English Teacher, 

Teacher Trainer & 

Project Coordinator 

Agrupamento de Escolas 

de Sátão 

54.  Romania Mrs Adina Elena AVACOVICI 
Deputy Principal & 

Science teacher 

Liceul Tehnologic Francisc 

Neuman 

55.  
Russian 

Federation 
Ms Leysan MINNULLINA 

Mathematics & 

Physics Teacher 

Alabuga International 

School 

56.  
Russian 

Federation 
Mr Rim KHAZIBEKOV 

Head of STEM 

Department 
Education Technologies ltd 

57.  Singapore Mr Melvin NG 

Head of 

Department, 

Science 

Changkat Changi 

Secondary School 

58.  Singapore Mr Nurfazlin BIN JUNIDI English Teacher Boon Lay Secondary School 

59.  Slovakia Mrs Jana VIDOVA English Teacher Obchodna akademia 

60.  Slovakia Mr Pavol TRUBAC 
P.E., Englisg & 

Geography Teacher 
Spojena skola 

61.  Slovenia Ms Petra POPIČ 
English & Sociology 

Teacher 

ŠC Gimnazija Ravne na 

Koroškem 

62.  Spain Mr Daniel  AGUIRRE MOLINA 

Teacher & 

International 

Programme 

Coordinator 

Colegio Pedro Poveda 

63.  Spain Mr Rafael MONTERO 

STEM Teacher & 

European Projects 

Coordinator 

Colegio Corazón de María 

64.  Sweden Mrs Berit ANDERSSON 

Languages Teacher 

& International 

Coordinator 

Ebba Petterssons 

Privatskolas Stiftelse 
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65.  Sweden Mrs Preeti GAHLAWAT STEM Teacher Rödabergskolan 

66.  Switzerland Mrs Elisabeth BRUGGER Director Vielfalt Entfalten 

67.  Thailand Ms Chanika PRAYOONWONG Science Teacher Sophonsiriraj School 

68.  Thailand Mrs Wariya TOMA 
Science & STEM 

Teacher 
Roong Aroon School 

69.  Viet Nam Mr Truong  NGUYEN DUC Science Teacher The Olympia schools 

AWARD FINALISTS 

70.  France Mrs Laurence BARBIER English Teacher Lycée Elie Cartan 

71.  India Mrs Arpita DUTTA TGT Social Science 
St. Mark's Girls Senior 

Secondary School 

72.  Italy Mrs Mariolina BONO 
Literature & English 

Teacher 

Liceo Scientifico Statale 

Enrico Fermi 

73.  Malaysia Mrs Masinah SAHID Science Teacher SMK Jeram Selangor 

74.  Singapore Ms Felicia TAY 

Subject Head 

(Distinctive 

Programme) 

Boon Lay Secondary School 

75.  Viet Nam Mrs Ha Chau PHAM 

English Teacher & 

Director of Language 

Department 

Experimental School of 

Education Science (VNIES) 

OBSERVERS 

76.  Bulgaria Mrs Nelly 
KIRKOVA- 

KOSTOVA 
Principal 

32 Secondary Language 

School "St. Kliment 

Ohridski" 

77.  Finland Dr Eeva-Liisa NIEMINEN Member Green Women in Helsinki 

78.  Netherlands Mr Jacques VERSCHUREN Teacher & Instructor Merletcollege 

79.  Philippines Dr Leila  AREOLA Director IV 

Department of Education-

Bureau of Learning 

Delivery 

80.  Philippines Dr Isabelita BORRES Regional Director DepEd Regional Office IX 

81.  Viet Nam Mr Thanh Luyen NGUYEN Deputy Director 

The Vietnam National 

Institute of Educational 

Sciences 
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Participants   

Mrs Juliette BENTLEY 

 
Australia 

 

 

Teacher & Mentor 

Mt St Michael's College 

 Juliette BENTLEY has been a teacher since 1989. She has 

contributed to several English texts for John Wiley and 

Pearson and was awarded an Excellence in English 

Teaching scholarship in 2007. Juliette runs a writers’ club 

for students. Her students piloted and now contribute to 

global online writing platforms Write the World Journals 

and Young Voices Across the Globe. Juliette initiated the 

use of augmented reality with the journal as a vehicle for 

her students voices to be heard. She was awarded the 

2016 E20 People's Choice Award for Innovation. Juliette 

completed her Master’s Degree at Queensland University 

of Technology in 2014 and is currently a Doctoral 

Candidate at the University of Sydney. She has been made 

an Adobe Campus Leader and regularly presents 

professional development workshops on the use of digital 

applications in the classroom, both nationally and more 

recently internationally at EduTech Asia in Singapore. 

 

 

Mrs Nele DECKX 

 
Belgium 

 

 

STEM & Technology 

Teacher  

Campus De Vesten 

 Nele DECKX is a STEM & Technology teacher and 

coordinator at the Secondary School Campus De Vesten 

in Herentals, Belgium. She graduated with a Bachelor’s 

degree in Electronics and Telecommunications in 1996. 

After that, she worked in different companies as a 

programmer and engineer in telecommunications. In 

2011, she started working as a teacher in a secondary 

school. Nele launched a STEM module that is now 

extended to all ages in secondary school. She was 

involved in different international projects: TACCLE3 

training in Estonia or the BLOOM project of European 

Schoolnet.  Nele is a Coderdojo coach. 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Seppe HERMANS 

 
Belgium 

 

 

STEM Teacher & 

Coordinator 

GO! Spectrumschool 

 Seppe HERMANS is a STEM teacher and STEM 

coordinator at Spectrumschool, a school that is part of 

GO! Schooldistrict Antwerp. With his background in 

electrical engineering, he puts the E in STEM education. 

Apart from teaching, Seppe is also a Scientix Ambassador 

for Belgium and helps Scientix to promote and support a 

Europe-wide collaboration among STEM teachers, 

education researchers, policymakers and other STEM 

education professionals. For the last 5 years, he has been 

helping to organize Spectrumtechnic, a STEM initiation 

camp, which received this year’s STEM Alliance SDW 

award. Seppe is an ASEFClassNet alumnus. 
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Mrs Nor Irniwati 

ISMAIL 

 
Brunei Darussalam 

 

 

Senior Mistress 

Sayyidina Abu Bakar 

Secondary School 

 Nor Irniwati ISMAIL is a Numeracy Coach from Brunei 

Darussalam. She gained her Bachelor’s degree (Honours) 

in Mathematics and Chemistry Education from the 

Universiti Brunei Darussalam in 1998. Nor Irniwati is 

currently undergoing extensive training and coaching in 

Brunei’s Literacy Numeracy Coaching Programme with 

International Coaches to raise students’ achievement, 

progress and learning in Brunei. She was recently 

awarded a Special Mention by the Brunei Ministry of 

Education in recognition of the depth of reflective journal 

entries demonstrating progress as a coach during the 

Accreditation Phase of Literacy and Numeracy Coaching 

Programme (LNCP). She was awarded Best Paper 

Presenter at the 2018 6th International Conference on 

Teaching, Education & Learning. 

 

 

Dr Roslena JOHARI 

 
Brunei Darussalam 

 

 

Head  

Brunei Darussalam 

Teachers Academy 

(BDTA) 

 

Roslena JOHARI is the Head of Brunei Darussalam 

Teacher Academy (BDTA). She developed the document 

policy on Teacher Continuous Professional Development 

(CPD) Framework for Schools. She is currently a Lead 

Facilitator for Secondary Science and General Courses for 

teacher continuous professional development (CPD) at 

the academy. In addition, she is also an accredited Lead 

Literacy and Numeracy Coaching Trainer for primary and 

secondary teachers. Her areas of expertise are: 

Differentiated Teaching and Learning; Questioning 

Technique (Higher Order Thinking Skills); Classroom 

Action Research; Coaching Teachers in Literacy and 

Numeracy; Learning Design for Science Teachers; Growth 

Mindset to Enhance Teaching and Learning. She also co-

developed capacity building plans to build and sustain the 

skills and knowledge required for systemic improvement 

in Literacy and Numeracy Project to develop quality 

teacher capacity. 

 

 

Mrs Asya BOGOEVA 

 
Bulgaria 

 

 

Main Teacher 

138 Secondary School 

"Prof. Vassil Zlatarski" 

 

Asya BOGOEVA has been working for 33 years as a 

teacher in 138 Secondary School of Wand Eastern 

languages "Prof. Vassil Zlatarski", in Sofia, Bulgaria. She 

is a Head Teacher of Social Sciences and Citizenship 

Education and teaches Geography and Economics in 

English. She is responsible for many extracurricular 

activities: Head of the European club at 138 Secondary 

School;  School Coordinator of the Associated School 

Network of UNESCO; Head of the First Bulgarian school for 

Arts and Cultural Dialogue between East and West, Prof. 

Ikuo Hirayama. Asya is a member of “Teacher testing 

panel” of the European Commission and Association of 

Professional Geographers & EUGEO.  Asya is an ASEF 

ClassNet alumnus. 
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Mrs Veneta VELKOVA 

 
Bulgaria 

 

 

Biology Teacher 

32 Secondary Language 

School "St. Kliment 

 Ohridski 

 

Veneta VELKOVA has over 35 years of experience in 

education. She began her career as a High School Biology 

Teacher and is currently teaching Biology in English at 32 

Secondary Language School in Sofia, Bulgaria. Veneta has 

participated in many school projects, both at a national 

and international level. Currently she is the Coordinator of 

all school’s international projects. She holds a MSc 

Degree in Biology and Chemistry from Sofia University St. 

Kl. Ohridski and a second qualification: Teacher in English 

in secondary schools from Sofia University St. Kl. Ohridski 

Faculty of Classical and Modern Philology. Veneta is an 

ASEF ClassNet alumnus. 

 

 

Ms Bunnary THANG 

 
Cambodia 

 

 

Social Sciences Teacher 

Sangker High School  

 

 

Bunnary THANG has been working as a teacher for almost 

10 years in Battambang, Cambodia. She has completed 

her Bachelor’s degree in English Literature in Cambodia 

and her Master’s degree in Monitoring, Evaluation and 

Research at Dewey International University. Bunnary has 

a special interest in teaching with mixed level students. 

She acts as technical team leader in her school and 

manages annual meetings, observes teachers’ teaching 

and conducts trainings herself.  Bunnary is an ASEF 

ClassNet alumni.   

 

 

Ms Huy Teang MENG 

 
Cambodia 

 

 

Mathematics Teacher & 

Teaching staff 

Hun Sen Kampong 

Cham High School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Huy Teang MENG is a Mathematics teacher at Hun Sen 

Kampong Cham and a Master’s student in Global 

Education Leadership at the Korea National University of 

Education. Her research interest focuses on education, 

teacher education, STEM program and quality and equity 

in education. Huy Teang is an ASEF ClassNet alumni.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms Mi CHEN 

 
China 

 

 

IT Teacher 

Shuangliu Middle School 

 

 

Mi CHEN is currently an Information Technology Teacher 

at Shuangliu Middle School in Chengdu, Sichuan 

Province. She is also the Principal and oversees the 

STEAM Education Project of Shuangliu Middle School. 

This project mainly aims to plan, practice and study the 

implementation of content and activities related to STEAM 

education in high schools. Mi has a Graduate Diploma in 

Information Technology Professional Education and has 

studied and researched on Educational Psychology and 

Family Education. 
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Ms Laura KOKOT 

 
Croatia 

 

 

Mathematics & 

Computer Science 

Teacher 

High School of Mate 

Blažine Labin 

 

Laura KOKOT is a Mathematics and Computer Science 

Teacher in the High School of Mate Blažine Labin, Croatia.  

She is a former Japanese Government (Monbukagakusho: 

MEXT) scholar.  During her one-and-a-half-year teacher 

training program at Nagasaki University, Department of 

Mathematics Education, she focused her research on the 

use of origami in mathematics. She also worked as an 

Assistant Professor at the Faculty of Economics and 

Tourism Dr. Mijo Mirković, Juraj Dobrila University of Pula, 

Croatia, conducting laboratory exercises on Basics of 

Programming. For the past ten years, she has been the 

Head of the City Youth Council of the High School of Mate 

Blažine. She has been engaged in many EU school 

projects and is currently involved in the Erasmus+ KA2 

project “Make a smart choice” on youth employment. 

 

 

Dr Charalambos 

KOUTSIDES 

 
Cyprus 

 

 

Educational Officer, 

Office of the Minister 

Ministry of Education 

and Culture  

 

Charalambos KOUTSIDES is an Educational Associate at 

the Office of the Minister of Education and Culture of 

Cyprus. Charalambos received his PhD in Electrical 

Engineering and Applied Sciences from Aston University, 

United Kingdom, and his Master’s degree in Science from 

the University of Cyprus. He participated in several EU 

funded projects and has published research articles in 

many scientific journals. Charalambos was a Research 

Associate both at the University of Cyprus and at the 

Cyprus University of Technology. 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr Marios MILTIADOU 

 
Cyprus 

 

 

Computer Science 

Inspector, Secondary 

Education 

Ministry of Education 

and Culture  

 

 

Marios MILTIADOU is a Computer Science Inspector of 

Secondary Education at the Ministry of Education and 

Culture of Cyprus. His main responsibilities include, 

among others, the evaluation of computer science 

teachers, the design and implementation of the computer 

science curriculum which includes courses such as 

computer essentials, hardware/computer architecture, 

operating systems, computer applications, 

networks/Internet, databases/systems analysis and 

design, algorithms and programming (Pascal, C++), 

mobile applications and gaming (Scratch, Alice, 

GameMaker) and the planning and delivering of 

workshops as part of the in-service computer science 

teachers training. He is a member of the ET2020 Working 

Group on Digital Education: Learning, Teaching and 

Assessment, and a member of the Special Interest 

Network on Computing in Schools of the Council of 

European Professional Informatics Societies (CEPIS).  

Marios is an is an ASEF ClassNet alumni.   
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Mr David NAVRATIL 

 
Czech Republic 

 

 

English, German & 

Geography Teacher 

E. Valenty School, 

Prostějov 

 
 

 

David NAVRATIL studied Justice in Vyškov, Geography and 

German Language at University in Ostrava, and English for 

secondary and high school at Masaryk University in Brno. 

He is currently a Secondary School Teacher in English, 

German and Geography at E. Valenty School in Prostějov, 

Czech Republic. He also has experience as a tourist guide 

in Austria, Hungary, Poland and Slovak Republic, is a 

skiing and snowboarding Instructor and Vice-president of 

the Young Teachers’ Section in the Teachers’ Trade Union.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr René JØRGENSEN 

 
Denmark 

 

 

Principal 

Sydkystens Privateskole 

 

René JØRGENSEN became teacher in 1990, teaching 

Mathematics and Sport. During the last 18 years, he has 

been Principal in three different schools. He started in a 

public school with 650 students and 50 teachers. After 17 

years, he changed to a school with 1300 students and 

110 teachers but was disappointed by the lack of 

opportunity to follow the students the way he wanted. 

Following this, he changed once again in2018 to become 

principal of a private school with 20 teachers and 200 

students between 6 and 16 years old. Rene is an ASEF 

ClassNet alumnus. 

 

 

 

 

Ms Kerli ORAV-

PUURAND 

 
Estonia 

 

 

Mathematics Teacher  

Tartu Hugo Treffner 

Gymnasium 

 

 
Kerli ORAV-PUURAND is a Mathematics Teacher in Tartu, 

Estonia. She obtained her Master’s degree in Science and 

her PhD in Mathematics from the University of Tartu, 

Estonia. Apart from being a full-time teacher at a 

gymnasium, she is member of the Estonian Mathematical 

Society and Head of Tartu Mathematics Teachers' 

Association. Her main tasks in that position are to 

organize maths Olympiads for students and to keep up 

with the latest topics related to mathematics education. 

Kerli is an ASEF ClassNet alumni.   

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Urmas HEINASTE 

 
Estonia 

 

 

Informatics &  

Robotics Teacher 

Tartu Annelinna 

Gümnaasium 

 Urmas HEINASTE is Teacher of Informatics (Programming, 

Augmented Reality, Cyber Security) and Robotics (3D) at 

K12 school Tartu Annelinna Gymnasium, Estonia. He 

holds a Master’s degree in Engineering Education and 

graduated from Tallinn University of Technology, Estonia.  

He is the originator and trainer of a series of ICT in-service-

teacher courses focusing on the use of evaluated 

application in everyday teaching and project work at the 

Tartu University and at the Network of Estonian Teachers 

of Informatics and Computer Science (NETICS). He is also 

a FIRST®LEGO® League coach and Volunteer Chair. 

Urmas has also been an Author of digital material for the 

National Curricula. Urmas is an is an ASEF ClassNet 

alumni.   
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Ms Hannele 

PUOLAKKA 

 
Finland 

 

 

Humanities & Social 

Sciences Teacher 

Lappeenrannan Lyseon 

Lukio 

 

 

Hannele PUOLAKKA is a Teacher of Psychology, 

Philosophy and Comparative Religions at Lappeenrannan 

Lyseon Lukio in Lappeenranta, Finland. She obtained her 

Master’s degree at the University of Turku. She has 

worked with her students for the last 20 years in different 

ASEF ClassNet projects and as a project coordinator in 

several ERASMUS-projects. Hannele is an is an ASEF 

ClassNet alumni.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms Sonja BIESE 

 
Finland 

 

Russian, English, 

Marketing & Sales 

Teacher  

Gymnasiet Lärkan 

 

 

 Sonja BIESE is a teacher of Russian, English and 

Marketing and Sales at Gymnasiet Lärkan upper 

secondary school in Helsinki, Finland. She holds a 

Master’s degree in Russian Language and Literature from 

Åbo Akademi University, including studies in English and 

Polish Philology, Marketing, Psychology and Pedagogy. 

Alongside teaching, Sonja has participated in both 

curriculum development and evaluation at a national 

level. In addition she has actively supported teachers in 

her role as Chairperson of the Association of Russian 

Language Teachers in Finland, planning both training and 

networking sessions. Sonja was also involved in school 

management while serving on the Board of Governors of 

the International School of Helsinki, and the Advisory 

Committee of the Anglo-American School in St. 

Petersburg, Russia. Before returning to teaching in 2007, 

she worked for several years in language consultancy 

within the private sector, both in business management 

and human resources. 

 

 

Mr Alain RUEL 

 
France 

 

 

Engineering Sciences 

Teacher 

Lycée Marcellin 

Berthelot 

 Alain RUEL is a Teacher in Engineering Sciences in 

Questembert High School in western France. With 

qualifications in mechanical conception and technical 

drawing, he first envisaged to work in a mechanical design 

office of a construction company. However, he accepted a 

construction and drawing teacher replacement seat for 

three years and then decided to become certified by 

taking part in a competition intended for French 

mechanical teachers. For the past 25 years, he has been 

adapting to a constantly changing new syllabus and new 

knowledge in sciences and technologies. In 2012, he was 

awarded the first and only teacher to teach the entire 

“engineering sciences” spectrum for high school 

students. Since 2016, he has been holding the position of 

referent teacher of “equality man-woman” of the high 

school. 
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Mr Siegfried 

MAILLARD 

 
France 

 

 

Mathematics Teacher 

College les Eyquems 

 

Siegfried MAILLARD has been a Mathematics Teacher in 

a lower secondary school near Bordeaux since 1996. He 

is the Head of the Mathematics Department in his school 

and responsible for international projects. He participated 

in many different pedagogical projects such as: class for 

special needs students, cooperation maths class / maths 

searcher, training for teachers, etc. Since 2007 he is 

involved in eTwinning (part of Erasmus) and became 

eTwinning Ambassador in 2009. Four of his international 

projects (based on STEM) won national or European 

prizes. Since 2009, he coordinated 4 Comenius/Erasmus 

multinational partnerships mostly related to the teaching 

of Mathematics and ICT. 

 

 

 

Dr Renata  

DUDA-MERLE 

 
Germany 

 

 

EFL & German Teacher 

Küstengymnasium 

Neustadt 

 
 

 

Renata DUDA-MERLE received her PhD from the 

University of Kiel. Her doctoral thesis on trans* fairness in 

teaching contexts was awarded the Gender Research 

Prize of the University of Kiel in 2016. Her research 

interest and publications center on gender diversity in 

educational environments, and how to address gender 

issues in foreign language education using young adult 

literature. She has recently returned from Pristina, 

Kosovo, where she taught German as a foreign language 

and is currently a Secondary School Teacher of English as 

a foreign language (EFL), German (L1) and German as a 

Foreign Language at the Küstengymnasium in Neustadt, 

Germany. 

 

 

Mrs Triantafyllia 

SYVAKA 

 
Greece 

 

 

Principal 

4th Junior High School of 

Polichni 

 

 

Triantafyllia SYVAKA is the Principal of the 4th Junior High 

School of Polichni in Thessaloniki, Greece. She has a 

Master’s degree in Education and a Master’s degree in 

Theology. Furthermore, she has a Bachelor’s degree in 

French Language and Literature and a Bachelor’s degree 

in Hellenic Culture. As a Principal she promotes 

intercultural exchanges, school cooperation and gender 

equality in education. She is a trainer of ICT courses 

focusing on the use of online applications in everyday 

teaching. Triantafyllia is the eTwinning Ambassador in 

Thessaloniki area, Greeceand was awarded with the 

European prize of French language in an eTwinning 

project.  Additionally, she is specialized in the evaluation 

of adult educators. 

 

 

Dr Andrea Molnarne 

LASZLO 

 
Hungary 

 

 

Research Teacher 

II. Rákóczi Ferenc 

Hungarian- English 

Bilingual Secondary 

School 

 Dr Andrea Molnarne LASZLO is originally an English and 

Russian Teacher. At the moment, she is a Research 

Teacher in a primary school. Her main task in the school 

is to support talented and gifted children. Andrea has 

compiled  complex and special programme for talented 

and gifted children and is the author of numerous articles 

on this topic. Her current research focuses on "The 

possibilities/methods to improve logical thinking and 

creativity in the foreign language lessons." At the same 

time, she is the Chief Innovation Officer at Elite Teachers 

Academy. The Academy organizes teacher training and 

participates in Erasmus projects. Andrea has received her 

PhD in Linguistics. 
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Ms Irén BERÉNYI 

 
Hungary 

 

 

English Teacher & 

Chairperson of the 

School's Foundation 

Kodály Zoltán Primary 

School and High School 

 

 

Irén BERÉNYI is a Teacher of English at Kodály Zoltán 

Grammar School in Székesfehérvár, Hungary. She has a 

Master’s degree in English Language and Literature. 

Having been a teacher and a tutor for more than 30 years, 

she has worked in a number of educational institutions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Anjali HANDA 

 
India 

 

 

Sciences Teacher 

St. Mark's Girls Senior 

Secondary School 

 

 

 

Anjali HANDA is a Teacher at St. Mark's Girls Senior 

Secondary School, New Delhi, with over 22 years of 

experience in teaching. She joined this institution 1996 as 

a trained teacher with expertise in Biology, Chemistry and 

Computers. In 2000, she joined the Intel Teach to the 

Future program, a worldwide initiative to help teachers 

effectively integrate the use of computer technology into 

classroom curriculum to improve student learning. Anjali 

is currently the International Linkages Head of her school, 

promoting greater collaborations across the globe. Anjali 

is an ASEF ClassNet alumnus. 

 

 

 

 

Ms Gusti Cysta  

Sarah ISLAMY 

 
Indonesia 

 

 

Art & Design Teacher 

Sampoerna Academy 

 Gusti Cysta Sarah ISLAMY has a Master’s degree in 

Education and Globalisation from the University of Oulu, 

Finland. She has been involved in various conferences 

and seminars related to education such as Development 

Days Conference, Seminar on Global Education, 

International Conference on ASEAN Studies, and is a 

member of the Education Committee in Overseas 

Indonesian Students Association Alliance (PPI Dunia). 

Gusti is currently working as an Art and Design teacher at 

Sampoerna Academy in Jakarta. She is developing 

collaborative strategies to integrate Art in STEAM 

education. 

 

 

 

Ms Rika SUJATMA 

 
Indonesia 

 

 

Principal 

SMA Negeri 1 

Cipeundeuy 

 

 

Rika Rachmita SUJATMA is the Principal of SMA Negeri 1 

Cipeundeuy in West Java, Indonesia. She received her 

Bachelor’s degree in Education from IKIP Bandung and 

her Master’s degree of Education Management from 

Pasundan University Bandung. She was previously an 

English teacher at SMA Negeri 1 Subang, and was earlier 

awarded Indonesian Best Teacher by the Indonesian 

Minister of Education. After having the predicate, she was 

also conferred the Satyalancana Accolade by the 7th 

President of Republic of Indonesia, HE Joko WIDODO. Rika 

has been a trainer for the Indonesian Teacher Continuous 

Professional Development Programme since 2016. Rika 

is an ASEF ClassNet alumnus. 
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Dr Niamh MC NALLY 

 
Ireland 

 

 

Teacher & Teacher 

Educator 

Loreto Secondary School 

Balbriggan 

 

 

 

Niamh MC NALLY is a teacher in one of the largest 'all girls' 

schools in Ireland, Loreto Secondary School Balbriggan. 

She holds a PhD in the field of Genetics and has spent a 

number of years in genetic research before turning her 

attention to secondary science education. She is currently 

the Head of Science and Tutor for Science Mastery and 

Biological Teaching Methodologies for the professional 

Masters of Education at Hibernia College Dublin. She has 

a particular interest in mentoring and encouraging female 

students to enter and compete in national and 

international science competitions and fairs. 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms Martina 

VESNAVER 

 
Italy 

 

 

English Teacher & 

International Projects 

Coordinator 

ITS Deledda Fabiani 

 

 

Martina VESNAVER graduated from the University of 

Trieste, Italy where she specialized in Modern Languages 

and Gender Studies. She currently teaches English at 

Deledda Fabiani Secondary School. Martina is in charge 

of international projects at her school.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms Ayumi SAWADA 

 
Japan 

 

 

Language Teacher 

Ritsumeikan Junior and 

Senior High School 

 

Ayumi SAWADA has taught Japanese in the USA, in 

Mexico, and in Japan at the beginning of her teaching 

career. She then changed her subject to English and has 

been teaching it to junior and senior high school students 

in private and public schools. Ayumi is an ASEF ClassNet 

alumnus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Baglan 

KUTURBAYEV 

 
Kazakhstan 

 

 

Programming & Robotics 

Teacher 

National School of 

Physics and 

Mathematics, Astana 

 Baglan KUTURBAYEV started his teaching career as a 

Teacher Assistant at the National School of Physics and 

Mathematics when he was a university student, and 

helped students with robotics projects. He then started to 

develop study programmes for high school students. After 

his graduation, he was transferred to the position of a 

Programming and Robotics Teacher. Two of his students 

won the Gold Medal at the 5th International Festival of 

Robotics, Programming and Innovative Technologies 

“Roboland 2018”. During that year he also launched a 

Youtube channel dedicated to a programming class with 

video lessons, and he is currently working on robotics 

video lessons content. He was the winner of 

ScienceOnStage Qazakstan 2018 and Robotics instructor 

at the 2nd International Fizmat Summer School. 
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Mr Galymbek TASHEV 

 
Kazakhstan 

 

 

Physics Teacher 

Nazarbayev Intellectual 

School in Pavlodar 

 

 

Galymbek TASHEV is a Teacher of Physics at Nazarbayev 

Intellectual School in Pavlodar, Kazakhstan. He holds a 

Bachelor’s degree in Physics from Pavlodar State 

Pedagogical Institution and a Bachelor’s degree in 

Engineering from Almaty University of Power Engineering 

and Telecommunication. He trains high school students 

for National and International Physics Olympiads and 

trained the first girl from Kazakhstan who participated in 

the International Physics Olympiad. Since 2018, he is a 

member of IPPOG teachers’ collaboration. Currently, he 

studies how using ICT in the Physics classroom can 

enhance students' critical thinking abilities. 

 

 

 

 

Mr Souksakhone 

SENGSOULIYA 

 
Lao PDR 

 

 

Teaching staff & 

Administrator 

National University of 

Laos 

 

 

 

 

Souksakhone SENGSOULIYA is a Teaching Faculty 

Member and an Administrator at the Faculty of Education, 

National University of Laos. He received his Master's 

degree in Education in Japan from the International 

Christian University. His teaching courses include English 

Pedagogy, Comparative Education, and Educational 

Policy. Souksakhone has also conducted research on 

teacher and faculty development, factors influencing 

learning, and students' preferred learning styles. 

Souksakhone is a Coordinator of the university for AsTEN 

(Association of Southeast Asian Teacher Education 

Network). His upcoming PhD will focus on female 

leadership in higher education, and he has been granted 

a scholarship in Japan. 

   

 

Mrs Inga ZARINA 

 
Latvia 

 

 

Social Science Teacher 

Vecpiebalga Secondary 

School 

 

Inga ZARINA is a Social and Science Teacher at 

Vecpiebalga Secondary School. She is involved in national 

and local projects in Learning about forests, in various 

outdoor activities for students of different age, and in the 

organization of cultural activities for students and adults. 

She is also a tourist guide in Latvia and other Baltic states. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Ligita RIDUZE 

 
Latvia 

 

 

Mathematics & IT 

Teacher 

Madliena Secondary 

School 

 

Ligita RIDUZE is a Mathematics and IT teacher for primary 

and secondary levels. She has competences and 

experience in methodological work and is a mentor for 

young teachers. She participated in and coordinated 

different national and international projects. She has 

good experience in environmental education and has 

worked out study materials in environmental education 

and IT learning.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
#ClassNet14 Page 16/39 

 

 

 

Mrs Marija 

GRINBERGA 

 
Latvia 

 

 

Language Teacher & 

Project Coordinator 

Drusti Elementary 

School 

 

 

 

Marija GRINBERGA is a Language Teacher and an 

Educational Projects Coordinator at Drusti Elementary 

School. She holds a Master’s degree in Environmental 

Science and Management. She participated in and led 

Socrates, Nordplus projects as well as national and local 

environmental projects. She has worked for many years 

on teaching and learning materials about environmental 

education. Marija is an ASEF ClassNet alumni.   

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Emilija ZAKAITĖ 

 
Lithuania 

 

 

Chemistry Teacher 

Raseinių raj. Viduklės 

Simono Stanevičiaus 

gimnazija 

 

Emilija ZAKAITĖ is a Chemistry Teacher at Viduklės 

Simonas Stanevičius Gymnasium and has been part of 

Teach For All programme in Lithuania Renkuosi mokyti - 

mokyklų kaitai for the past two years. She obtained her 

Bachelor’s degree in Chemistry and Education from 

Vilnius University. Emilija is bridging the traditional 

teaching methods with experiential learning 

supplemented by informal teaching methodology and is 

actively seeking out international programmes and 

exchanges to expand the insights and competencies on 

innovative teaching methods in her collegium.  

 

 

 

 

Ms Ramunė 

BANIULIENĖ 

 
Lithuania 

 

 

Headmaster 

Kaunas Palemonas 

Gimnasium 

 

Ramunė BANIULIENĖ is the Headmaster of Kaunas 

Palemonas Gymnasium in Kaunas, Lithuania. She has 

held this position for 3 years and has been working at this 

school since 1990. During her time, she has been 

focusing on the inclusion of the gymnasium in 

international project activities. Since 2004, the 

gymnasium has been implementing the following projects 

under her guidance, amongst others: EU Socrates 

Foundation Comenius 1.1. School Partnership Project 

"Are we alike or different more"; EU Educational 

Exchanges Support Foundation Comenius 1.1. School 

Partnership Project “Teen Radio. Youth Communication 

and Understanding Using Modern Information 

Technologies"; EU Educational Exchanges Support 

Foundation ERASMUS+ Programme – KA2 “GREEN 

ECONOMY and SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT“. 

 

Mr Yannick BARTOCCI 

 
Luxembourg 

 

 

Science Teacher 

Lycée des Arts et 

Métiers 

 

Yannick BARTOCCI is a Physics Teacher in Luxembourg 

and works for the Service de Coordination de la 

Recherche et de l’Innovation pédagogiques et 

technologiques (SCRIPT) of the Ministry of Education in 

Luxembourg. His interests lie in developing and promoting 

Science Education in Luxembourg. 
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Ms May Ling ONN 

 
Malaysia 

 

 

Science Teacher 

Sri KDU Secondary 

School 

 

 

 

May Ling ONN received her Master’s degree in Science 

from Swinburne University of Technology, Sarawak, 

Malaysia. She has also completed her Cambridge 

International Certificate in Teaching and Learning (CICTL) 

with a distinction. She is a Lower Secondary Science 

Teacher teaching CIE and IGCSE Science at Sri KDU 

Private Secondary School in Malaysia. She was selected 

to attend the 2018 Honeywell Educators at Space 

Academy at the U.S. Space & Rocket Center (USSRC) in 

Huntsville, Alabama. She has also been selected as a 

Microsoft Innovative Educator Expert for 2018-2019. 

 

 

 

 

Ms Alexia MICALLEF 

GATT 

 
Malta 

 

 

Biology & Science 

Teacher  

St. Paul's Missionary 

College 

 

Alexia Micallef GATT began teaching science to students 

aged 7 to 13 at St. Paul's Missionary College, in Rabat, 

Malta, following her graduation at the University of Malta 

in 2014. This scholastic year she has taken on the role of 

Biology and Science Teacher at this school. She is 

currently completing her M.Ed in Science Education at the 

University of Malta where her research project focuses on 

creativity in science education and the role informal 

learning environments have in this respect. She plans on 

designing professional development sessions for 

educators as a further outcome of the research. In 

addition, she has commenced an ECHA Advanced 

Diploma in Gifted Education with Radboud University, 

Netherlands. Alexia is a SCIENTIX Ambassador for Malta. 

 

 

Ms Azzaya 

SAMBALKHUNDEV 

 
Mongolia 

 

 

Mathematics & 

Informatics Teacher 

Mining and Energy 

Polytechnic College 

 

 

Azzaya SAMBALKHUNDEV is a Teacher of Mathematics 

and Informatics at the Mining and Energy Polytechnic 

College in Darkhan Uul, Mongolia. She has a Master’s 

degree in Mathematics and Didactics. She graduated 

from the Mathematics and Computer School of the 

National University of Mongolia. Since 2012, she has 

been researching on teaching methods, content of 

curriculum, assessment based on competence, and 

teacher development. She was a member of the College’s 

Training Methodology Board. Azzaya is an ASEF ClassNet 

alumni.   

 

 

Ms Chuluuntumur 

DAMDIN 

 
Mongolia 

 

 

School Manager 

Secondary School at 

School of Technology in 

Darkhan-Uul Province 

 

Chuluuntumur DAMDIN is an English Teacher and School 

Manager at the School of Technology in the Mongolian 

University of Science and Technology, Darkhan. In 2010, 

Chuluuntumur was selected as one of 32 scholars from 

28 different countries for the Study of the U.S. Institutes 

(SUSIs) program in Chicago. In 2015, she obtained her 

Master’s degree of TESOL at La Trobe University, 

Australia, as a recipient of the Australia Awards 

Scholarship. Her research focus is primarily on effective 

teaching methods, teacher development and STEM 

education. Chuluuntumur is highly engaged in community 

development projects, including raising funds to build a 

music classroom in an under-developed urban school, or 

helping develop a student-led community service project.  
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Ms May Thiri TUN 

 
Myanmar 

 

 

Programme Officer 

Myanmar School of 

Politics 

 

May Thiri TUN is an Academic Teacher in a monastic 

education school. Being interested in leadership and 

management, she participated in ASEAN leadership 

trainings in both the USA and Japan. She has also had a 

leadership role for bringing her students to international 

science competitions in China and Viet Nam.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms Daniëlle 

STROOMBERG  

 
Netherlands 

 

 

English Teacher & Coach 

Christelijk College 

Nassau-Veluwe 

 
 

Daniëlle STROOMBERG is a higher secondary English 

Teacher at Christian College Nassau-Veluwe in 

Harderwijk, The Netherlands. She obtained her Bachelor’s 

degree in teaching English with a Minor in 

Internationalization at Windesheim University of Applied 

Sciences in Zwolle, The Netherlands. Danielle was abroad 

in Canada and Indonesia where she taught English from 

kindergarten until college. Shortly after graduating, she 

left The Netherlands to work at Taman Rama National 

Plus in Bali, where she taught a variety of subjects at an 

early childhood and elementary level.   

 

 

 

 

Ms Marcella VAN 

VLIET 

 
Netherlands 

 

 

English Teacher 

Christelijk College 

Nassau Veluwe 

 

Marcella VAN VLIET is a Teacher of English at the Upper-

Secondary School in Harderwijk, The Netherlands, and 

has over 22 years of experience in education. She is a 

graduate of the University of Nijmegen, Netherlands. Her 

areas of expertise are bilingual education, coaching and 

internationalization. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms Sidra ASHRAF 

 

 
Pakistan 

 

 

Economics Teacher 

Beacon House 

 

Sidra ASHRAF has been working within the field of 

teaching and education since 2011. She holds a Master’s 

degree in Economics from Fatima Jinnah Women 

University, Pakistan. Currently she is doing her M.Phil in 

Government and Public Policy from National Defense 

University, Pakistan. Her research mainly focuses on 

educational policy regarding schools’ infrastructure. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
#ClassNet14 Page 19/39 

 

 

 

Mr Brylle Raphael Uy 

BIGCAS 

 
Philippines 

 

 

 Chemistry Senior High 

School Teacher 

Hope Christian High 

School 

 

Brylle Raphael Uy BIGCAS is currently pursuing his 

Master's degree in Science Teaching with specialization in 

Chemistry at De La Salle University, Philippines. He also 

obtained a Master's degree of Science in Chemistry from 

the same institution. He received his Bachelor's degree in 

Chemistry for Teachers from the Philippine Normal 

University under the Department of Science and 

Technology Science Education Institute (DOST-SEI) 

Scholarship. He is Teacher at the Senior High School 

Faculty at Hope Christian High School, Philippines, for 

General Chemistry and handles research subjects to 

students under the STEM strand. His research interests 

include material science, natural products, and chemistry 

education. 

 

Mr Rodel PENDERGAT 

 
Philippines 

 

 

Senior High School 

Science Teacher 

Hope Christian High 

School 

 

Rodel PENDERGAT is a Senior High School STEM Teacher 

for General Biology and Earth and Life Science. At the 

moment, he is connected to Hope Christian High School 

located in Manila, Philippines. He is currently pursuing a 

Master’s degree of Science in Teaching Biology at De La 

Salle University.  At Hope Christian High School, he is 

serving as one of the leaders in promoting educational 

technology and has been invited to several seminars to 

train other teachers to utilize technology in teaching. 

Further, he has been an ambassador of several learning 

mobile applications. Rodel is an ASEF ClassNet alumni.   

 

 

 

 

Mr Jakub NIEWINSKI 

 
Poland 

 

 

Teacher of Ethics, 

Mentor & Coach  

Irena Sendler Secondary 

School (Gniezno) 

 

Jakub NIEWINSKI is currently a PhD student, as well as a 

Tacher of Ethics and Polish at the Irena Sendler 

Secondary School in Gniezno and at Karol Marcinkowski 

Primary School in Murowana Goslina. He is an Educator at 

the Center for Citizenship Education in Warsaw, a trainer 

of POLIN at the Museum of the History of Polish Jews, and 

a leader of dialogue at the Forum for Dialogue. He leads a 

Multicultural Group that focuses on promoting human 

rights and tolerance not only in Poland, but in the world. 

For many years, he has been implementing an innovative 

pedagogy incorporating the creativity of students based 

on anti-discrimination education and differentiating 

points of view in the context of human rights. Moreover, 

he is a coordinator of many intercultural youth projects 

based on civic and peer education using many interactive 

tools. Jakub is an ASEF ClassNet alumni.   
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Ms Helena CASTRO 

 
Portugal 

 

 

Headmaster 

Agrupamento de Escolas 

de Sátão 

 

 

 

Helena CASTRO has a PhD in Educational Sciences from 

the Catholic University of Oporto and holds a Master's 

degree in Philosophy of Portuguese Expression. She has 

held the position of Headmaster of a group of public 

schools for the last five years. At the beginning of her 

career, she graduated in Primary Education and 

Philosophy, having taught for eleven years in primary 

education, four years in special education and five years 

in secondary education. She was one of the Portuguese 

investigators who first investigated about the impact of 

the procedures of internal and external evaluation in 

public schools.  

 

 

Ms Maria SILVA 

 
Portugal 

 

 

English Teacher, 

Teacher Trainer & 

Project Coordinator 

Agrupamento de Escolas 

de Sátão 

 

Maria SILVA teaches English as a Foreign Language at 

Agrupamento de Escolas de Sátão. She is also a Teacher 

Trainer at Edufor Training Centre, a Certified Microsoft 

Innovative Educator, and a MIE Expert. She has 

coordinated several Comenius and Erasmus+ projects, as 

well as eTwinning projects which were awarded with 

National and European eTwinning Quality Labels. She was 

awarded the European eTwinning Prize 2014 for the 

project "Photography as a Pedagogical Tool" and two 

European Language Labels in 2009 and 2013. She is a 

PhD researcher, affiliated to the CECC - Research Centre 

for Communication and Culture, Universidade Católica 

Portuguesa. Maria is an ASEF ClassNet alumnus. 

 

 

Mrs Adina Elena 

AVACOVICI 

 
Romania 

 

 

Deputy Principal & 

Science Teacher 

Liceul Tehnologic 

Francisc Neuman 

 

Adina Elena AVACOVICI is a Teacher in Physics and Deputy 

Principal of Liceul Tehologic Francisc Neuman Arad-

Romania. She has a PhD in Chemistry and is an expert in 

educational management. Besides this, she is also 

Scientix Ambassador for Romania, national trainer on 

Leadership and Management & Communication, 

European projects coordinator, and a lifelong learner. She 

published books, book chapters, research articles in 

Biochemistry and Molecular Biology for the national and 

international scientific literature. Her interests’ areas are 

the followings: sciences, inclusion and diversity, ICT 

integration in training and learning, interdisciplinarity, 

career guidance, training cooperation, education.  

 

 

Ms Leysan 

MINNULLINA 

 
Russian Federation 

 

 

Mathematics & Physics 

Teacher 

Alabuga International 

School 

 

Leysan MINNULLINA is a Teacher of Mathematics and 

Physics at the Alabuga International School. During her 

studies at the university, she was engaged in a lot of 

volunteering, and for a very long time, she took part in 

competitions and intellectual games in mathematics and 

physics. 
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Mr Rim KHAZIBEKOV 

 
Russian Federation 

 

 

Head of STEM 

Department 

Education Technologies 

ltd 

 

Rim KHAZIBEKOV is currently the Head of STEM 

Department at Education Technology ltd. Since 2008, he 

worked as a tutor and STEM teacher in schools for gifted 

children. In 2013, his team won a Bronze Medal at the 

International Environmental Project Olympiad INEPO, 

Istanbul, Turkey, after which he founded a project 

activities club. Since then, his students have won various 

awards, silver and gold medals at local and international 

competitions. They won the Houston International 

Olympiad, I-SWEEEP in 2014 and 2015, as well as the 

gold medal at the New York GENIOUS Olympiad in 2016. 

In 2017, Rim became the CEO of the School of Robotics 

and STEM, Ufa. The same year, he attended a training at 

the NASA Space Center, Huntsville, Alabama, USA. Since 

2018, he has been the Chief Business Development 

Officer (CBDO) and the Head of STEM Department at 

Education Technology ltd.  

 

 

Mr Melvin NG 

 
Singapore 

 

 

Head of Department, 

Science 

Changkat Changi 

Secondary School 

 

Melvin NG is currently Head of Department for Science at 

Changkat Changi Secondary School in Singapore under 

the Ministry of Education. Melvin has been teaching 

Science at school level, mainly Physics, for 11 years and 

is particularly interested in engaging students in the 

applications of physics. He was also involved in the start-

up of Applied Learning Programme (ALP) in Aerospace and 

Aviation at his school and led a team of teachers in the 

ALP curriculum design in 2016. As a Head of Department 

Science, Melvin also implemented a level wide inquiry-

based learning approach for his Science students since 

2015 and is currently working with his department to 

develop collaborative lessons in Science. Melvin received 

his Master’s degree for Education, Science in 2013. 

 

 

Mr Nurfazlin JUNIDI 

 
Singapore 

 

 

English Teacher 

Boon Lay Secondary 

School 

 

Nurfazlin JUNIDI is an English Teacher from Boon Lay 

Secondary School in Singapore. His 16-year teaching 

career has exposed him to a wide spectrum of student 

profiles with diverse academic ability levels across 3 

schools in Singapore. This has driven him to explore 

different frameworks, techniques and approaches in his 

lessons. He is an avid proponent of using ICT and media 

in his pedagogical approaches in his pursuit to make 

lessons more engaging and productive. He also strongly 

believes in harnessing real-life experiences and real-world 

situations, while embedding values and character, 

through the opportunities that are ever-present in the 

teaching of the language. Fazlin has a degree in English 

Language and Sociology from the National University of 

Singapore. 
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Mrs Jana VIDOVÁ 

 
Slovakia 

 

 

English Teacher 

Obchodna Akademia 

 

Jana VIDOVÁ, an English Teacher and Teacher of English 

Social Cross-cultural Communication, Administration and 

Correspondence, has been working in the field of 

international cooperation since 2003. She has been 

coordinating projects under EU Lifelong learning 

programmes – Leonardo da Vinci, Comenius, Erasmus+, 

and participated in international seminars organised by 

eTwinning and Erasmus+ programmes. Jana is an ASEF 

ClassNet alumnus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Pavol TRUBAC 

 
Slovakia 

 

 

P.E., English & 

Geography Teacher 

Spojena skola 

 

 

Pavol TRUBAC is a Teacher of Physical Education (P.E.), 

English and Geography at Spojena Skola Secondary 

Vocational School in Ivanka pri Dunaji, Slovakia.  Pavol is 

an ASEF ClassNet alumnus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms Petra POPIČ 

 
Slovenia 

 

 

English & Sociology 

Teacher 

ŠC Gimnazija Ravne na 

Koroškem 

 

Petra POPIČ has been a teacher for more than 20 years 

and has taught children, adolescents and adults. She has 

attended several seminars on communication, teaching 

strategies, gender equality, emotional intelligence, etc, 

and is interested in STEM related topics. Petra has been 

a mentor for different extra-curricular activities (drama 

club, school newspaper, exhibitions, excursions, field 

trips, etc.). 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Daniel AGUIRRE 

MOLINA 

 
Spain 

 

 

Teacher & International 

Programme Coordinator 

Colegio Pedro Poveda 

 

Daniel Aguirre Molina is a Physics, Chemistry, 

Mathematics and Technology Teacher at Secondary 

School in Jaén, Spain, for 20 years. He is the coordinator 

of international programs and of quality management 

system of Pedro Poveda school. He participated in 

several international and national projects related to 

STEM education (Erasmus+ projects and others) and is 

a Scientix Ambassador. He is currently preparing a PhD 

about the correct use of ICT in education. Daniel is an 

ASEF ClassNet alumnus. 
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Mr Rafael MONTERO 

 
Spain 

 

 

STEM Teacher & 

European Projects 

Coordinator 

Colegio Corazón de 

María 

 

Rafael MONTERO is a STEM Teacher in the Spanish High 

School Colegio Corazón de María.With a background in 

Mechanical Engineering and a Master’s degree in 

Mechanical Design his interests lie in raising scientific 

vocations among his students and increasing the 

European dimension of his educational community. To 

that end he has participated in or coordinated several 

European level projects (nanOpinion, inGenious, 

Europeana, Go-Lab, Next-Lab, etc.). He is an official 

eTwinning, Scientix and Future-Classroom Lab 

Ambassador for Spain. As European projects coordinator 

of his school, he has developed and coordinated several 

Comenius and Erasmus+ projects with different EU 

countries (France, Italy, Czech Republic, Germany, 

Belgium, Portugal and Iceland). 

 

 

Mrs Berit ANDERSSON  

 
Sweden 

 

 

Languages Teacher & 

International 

Coordinator  

Ebba Petterssons 

Privatskolas Stiftelse 

 Berit ANDERSSON is the International Coordinator and 

Head of English section at Ebba Petterssons Privatskolas 

Stiftelse, Gothenburg, Sweden. She is a certified teacher 

and language specialist (Swedish, English and French) 

graduated from the University of Gothenburg. Her areas 

of expertise are lifelong learning, teaching and 

developing methods to efficiently teach languages, with 

which she has been working in for the last 29 years. This 

also includes organising and engaging staff and students 

in a large number of international programs, both 

teacher refreshment courses and student exchange 

programmes, to develop language skills in an authentic 

situation as well as creating an understanding for 

different cultures, societies and religions. 

 

 

Ms Preeti GAHLAWAT 

 
Sweden 

 

 

STEM Teacher 

Rödabergskolan 

 

Preeti GAHLAWAT is a high school Science and 

Technology Teacher in Sweden. She has been teaching 

both in three different countries, including her home 

country, India, and Swedenfor the past 17 years.She 

collaborated on European Schoolnet projects and is 

currently a Scientix, Golab, and HundrEd Ambassador. 

She represents Sweden in the BLOOM project which is 

about Bioeconomy and Circular Economy.  
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Mrs Elisabeth 

BRUGGER 

 
Switzerland 

 

 

Director 

Vielfalt Entfalten 

 Elisabeth BRUGGER has longtime experience as teacher 

and head of the GBA. This Bridge, a school of transitional 

education and training, empowers students of 

underprivileged backgrounds to start with their 

vocational training or higher education. She currently 

works as a self-employed consultant in the field of 

diversity management in education. She also has a 

mandate at the Institute of Education at the University of 

Zürich introducing a program to schools to systematically 

foster students personal, interpersonal and methodical 

competencies with the aim to enhance equality of 

opportunities, health and prevent violence. She holds a 

Master’s degree in School Management and Adult 

Education. Her counseling and research focus on 

diversity and equality of opportunities. As President of 

the Commission for Parental Education of Kanton Glarus 

she is also pursuing questions on the impact of social 

background on educational careers and the design of 

helpful collaboration between schools and parents. 

 

 

Ms Chanika 

PRAYOONWONG 

 
Thailand 

 

 

Science Teacher 

Sophonsiriraj School 

 

Chanika PRAYOONWONG is a Science Teacher in 

Thailand. In 2012, she received a scholarship for an 

exchange student program in Tokyo University of 

Agriculture. After graduating with a Bachelor’s in of 

Science in Chemistry in 2014, she became a Science 

Teacher in a bilingual school. Every year, she organises 

STEM's day for students and trains them for science 

show competitions. In 2017, she moved to a 

Government high school, a small school where children 

lack education opportunities.  

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Wariya TOMA 

 
Thailand 

 

 

Science & STEM Teacher 

Roong Aroon School 

 

 

Wariya TOMA is a teacher in Roong Aroon School. She 

has a Master’s degree in Chemical Engineering and has 

experience as Chemical Engineer and Business 

Manager. Her interest in holistic education brought her 

to join Roong Aroon School in 2008 as a teacher. She is 

currently teaching science and STEM in a Secondary 

School.  
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Mr Truong  

NGUYEN DUC 

 
Viet Nam 

 

 

Science Teacher  

The Olympia Schools 

 Nguyen Duc TRUONG obtained his Master’s degree in 

Educational Science from Hanoi National University of 

Education. Since 2010, he has been a Chemistry 

Teacher at the Olympia Schools, a K 12 school in Hanoi, 

Viet Nam. As of the Head of the Natural Science 

Department, he is responsible for the contents of the 

program and teaching methods. He assists, inspects and 

supervises the professional performance of the 

members of the department. Since 2014, he has been 

Chief Advisor in the high school. 

 

 

 

 

 

Award Finalists 

Mrs Laurence 

BARBIER 
 

France 

 

 

English Teacher 

Lycée Elie Cartan 

 

Laurence Barbier is an English Teacher at Lycee Elie 

Cartan in France. She has been in charge of many 

exchange programmes for the past 7 years. Laurence is 

an ASEFClassNet alumnus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Arpita DUTTA 
 

India 

 

 

TGT Social Science 

St Mark’s Girls Senior 

Secondary School 

 

Arpita DUTTA is a senior teacher at St Mark’s Girls Senior 

Secondary School, New Delhi, India, and has been 

teaching for more than 10 years. She has a Master’s 

degree in Indian History. She enjoys sharing different 

facets of the diverse Indian history and culture with her 

students. Being a Social Science Teacher, she is well 

aware of the ongoing changes around the world. She also 

has an expertise in organising quizzes and exhibitions. 

She takes regular workshops and enrichment programs 

on how to assess question papers and to effectively 

answer questions.  

 

 

 

Mrs Mariolina BONO 
 

Italy 

 

 

Literature & English 

Teacher 

Liceo Scientifico Statale 

Enrico Fermi 

 

 

 

Mariolina BONO is a teacher of Literature and English at 

the Liceo Scientifico Enrico Fermi-Secondary School in 

Sciacca, Italy. She studied Literature and foreign 

languages at the University of Pisa. She has attended 

courses about outdoor education in Iceland and Sweden. 

She also has experience as teacher in secondary and 

primary school. She has been involved in lots of 

European projects and, at the moment, in Erasmus+.  

Mariolina is an ASEFClassNet alumnus. 
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Mrs Masinah bte 

SAHID 
 

Malaysia 

 

 

Science Teacher 

SMK Jeram Selangor 

 

Masinah binti SAHID is a Science Teacher at SMK Jeram, 

Selangor of Malaysia, with 38 years’ experience in 

teaching. She pursued her study at University Technology 

Malaysia, Open University of Malaysia and received her 

Master’s degree of Science Education from University of 

Malaya. She is an experienced mentor for Teach for 

Malaysia (TFM), member of the Committee of Advisory 

for Science Textbook and the Committee of Multimedia 

in Science Education. She is also a member of Malaysia 

Nature Society and the School Advisory Teacher for 

Nature-UNESCO Club.  Masinah is an ASEF ClassNet 

alumnus. 

 

 

Ms Felicia TAY 
 

Singapore 

 

 

Subject Head 

(Distinctive Programme) 

Boon Lay Secondary 

School 

 

Felicia TAY is is a Biology and STEM educator and is well-

versed in scientific inquiry, design thinking and 

classroom pedagogies. She also recently picked up new 

skills like reversed engineering, and coding using 

microbits. Felicia is passionate about students' learning 

and strives her utmost to make learning fun, meaningful, 

and accessible for the masses. Her recent foray into 

STEM skills has allowed her to incorporate these into the 

ASEF projects, preparing youths and educators alike for 

the technology-infused future. Felicia is an ASEF 

ClassNet alumnus.   

 

 

 

Mrs Ha Chau PHAM  
 

Viet Nam 

 

   

English Teacher & 

Director of Language 

Department 

Experimental Secondary 

School (VNIES) 

 

 

Ha Chau PHAM has been teaching at Experimental 

School of Education Science, VNIES Hanoi, Viet Nam for 

the past 28 years. She holds a Master's degree from ATA 

TESOL College - ATA Training Academy, Australia (2008) 

and three Bachelor's degrees from Hanoi Foreign 

Language University in Russian (1989), English (1994) 

and IT from Institute of Information Technology (2010). 

Currently an English teacher, she instructs secondary 

school students and teaches project-based learning 

while serving as the Language Department Director. As a 

global coordinator, she is determined to develop an 

international dimension throughout the school by 

helping colleagues conduct cross-curricular projects 

within each year groups, monitor and support global 

school links and exchanges.  Pham Ha is an ASEF 

ClassNet alumnus.   
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Observers 

Mrs Nelly  

KIRKOVA-KOSTOVA 
 

Bulgaria 

 

 

Principal 

32 Secondary Language 

School "St. Kliment 

Ohridski" 

 Nelly KOSTOVA is the Head Teacher of 32 Secondary 

Language School “St. Kliment Ohridski” in Sofia. She 

has been in that position since 2004. During the time 

of her management the school has been involved in 

many international projects, such as Comenius, 

Comenius network, Lingua, Leonardo da Vinci, Without 

Borders, Erasmus + and many other. Nelly has been 

developing various programs for teachers to increase 

their capacity by providing teacher training programs 

and by developing sharing sessions among teachers. 

She has been an educator since 1995. She holds a 

Master's degree in Chemistry from the Sofia University, 

a Master's degree in Economics from the University of 

National and World Economy, a Master's degree in 

Linguistics from the New Bulgarian University and a 

Master's degree in Educational Management from 

Sofia University. Currently she is a PhD student at Sofia 

University in the field of ICT and Chemistry. Nelly 

hosted the 11th ASEF ClassNet Conference on “Coding 

for Education” at her school in 2015.  Nelly is an ASEF 

ClassNet alumnus. 

 

 

Dr Eeva-Liisa 

NIEMINEN 
 

Finland 

 

 

Member                                       

Green Women in 

Helsinki 

 
 

Eeva-Liisa NIEMINEN is a former Teacher of Physics 

and Chemistry and retired two years ago. She has long 

experiences of teaching in high schools in Finland and 

participated in two ASEF ClassNet Conferences in 

Borneo and in Bali. She is passionately interested in 

teaching Physics and Chemistry, and now especially 

elaborating Finnish new curricula, departing from the 

idea of phenomenal learning. Parallel to her work at 

school, she pursued educational studies and in 2016 

completed her PhD at the University of Helsinki. Her 

dissertation is on the motivation of students to study 

physics and chemistry. She is also active in local 

politics, and is currently a Member of the Municipal 

Council and Council of European municipalities.  She 

is also a Member of the Green Women in Helsinki that 

offers a platform for women who carry their 

responsibilities of the environment and want to 

enhance equality in the society.  Eeva speaks French, 

English and Swedish.  

 

 

Mr Jacques 

VERSCHUREN 
 

Netherlands 

 

 

Teacher & Instructor 

Merletcollege  

 

Jacques VERSCHUREN is an experienced teacher at 

Merletcollege Cuijk The Netherlands with a keen 

interest in learning (strategies) and integrating ICT and 

media in education, convinced of Twitter being the No. 

1 Personal Learning Network channel. Jacques is an 

ASEF ClassNet alumnus. 
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Dr Leila AREOLA 
 

Philippines 

 

 

Director IV  

Department of 

Education, Bureau of 

Learning Delivery 

 Leila P. AREOLA has recently assumed the position 

Director IV of the Bureau of Learning Delivery of 

Department of Education (DepED). Previously, as 

Superintendent, she promoted collaborative 

engagements as a unique formula in achieving 

excellence. She initiated the Pulong-pulong sa 

Barangay that aimed to bring the DepEd closer to the 

people. Iinitiatives she spearheaded include the 

Bayanihan-inspired Production of IMs; Power of 3 Plus 

1; Save a STAR (Student at Risk); Demo Festival; 

Search for ZERO Non-Reader School, and the 

Pammarayaw (Honor)/SALUDO Educator Awards.  

 

 

 

Dr Isabelita BORRES 

 
Philippines 

 

 

Regional Director 

Department of 

Education, Regional 

Office IX 

 Dr Isabelita Moleta BORRES, CESO III is currently the 

Regional Director of the Department of Education, 

Regional Office IX. She has been Regional Director for 

five regional offices. Dr Borres promotes and 

advocates for  Gender and Development. She has 

been a Global Excellence Awardee on Leadership in 

Education and Family, an Ambassador for Peace, 

Universal Federation for Women. She was a Scholar of 

Curriculum Development at Mashav, Ministry of 

Education, Israel. She has experience as an 

international presenter on various papers related to 

leadership, partnership, drug abuse and others. 

 

 

 

Mr Thanh Luyen 

NGUYEN 

 
Viet Nam 

 

Deputy Director 

The Vietnam National 

Institute of Educational 

Sciences 

 

 

 

Thanh Luyen NGUYEN has been working in education 

for over 30 years at both lecturing position and 

management roles. Over years, he and his colleges 

from Vietnam National Institute of Educational 

Sciences (VNIES) have inherited and promoted the 

achievements of research institutes, creating basis for 

building the science and education of Vietnamese 

modern and advanced society. They contributed to 

build national identity and to solve problems arising in 

the country's educational reality under the period of 

industrialization, modernization and international 

integration. Experimental Schools are under the 

direction of VNIES with a mission to become the 

leading scientific center in the field of research, 

providing consultancy services, contributing to the 

fundamental and comprehensive reform of 

Vietnamese education. 
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Co-organised by The Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF) promotes understanding, strengthens relationships 

and facilitates cooperation among the people, institutions and organisations of Asia and 

Europe. ASEF enhances dialogue, enables exchanges and encourages collaboration 

across the thematic areas of culture, education, governance, sustainable development, 

economy and public health.   

 

ASEF is an intergovernmental not-for-profit organisation located in Singapore. Founded 

in 1997, it is the only institution of the Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM).  

 

ASEF runs more than 25 projects a year, consisting of around 100 activities, mainly 

conferences, seminars, workshops, lectures, publications, and online platforms, 

together with about 125 partner organisations. Each year over 3,000 Asians and 

Europeans participate in ASEF's activities, and much wider audiences are reached 

through its various events, networks and web-portals. 

 

For more information, please visit www.ASEF.org  

  

 Gymnasiet Lärkan is a municipal upper secondary school in Helsinki. The school was 

founded as a private boys’ school in 1882, and became a public school in 1977. It 

became coeducational in 1971, and today, out of 430 students, 60% are girls. The 

Gymnasiet offers a wide range of subjects to ensure a comprehensive general 

education. Among the students, there is a considerable interest in the sciences and 

social studies. The school offers several international projects every year. This academic 

year the destinations are Armenia, Greece, Italy, China, Romania, Russia, Switzerland, 

Sweden, the Czech Republic and Germany. 

 

Gymnasiet Lärkan sees all students as unique while striving to instill a sense of 

community. While having sights on the future, the school believes that being motivated 

and conscious of human’s wellbeing reminds of the importance of living in the present. 

The school aims to give its students an extensive and ambitious education, so that they 

may understand that both in-depth knowledge and communicative skills are of the 

utmost importance in our global world. 

 

For more information, please visit https://www.hel.fi/larkan/sv 

 

Supported by 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VISUAL EXPLAINER The universe as we know it has revolved around the concept of duality: good and bad, positive 

and negative, light and dark. However, as Yin and Yang in Chinese philosophy describe, these 

evidently opposite forces are interconnected and interdependent. The popular English idiom, 

‘comparing apples and oranges’ is often cited to highlight incomparable elements or 

characteristics of two apparently different items. But are they really that different? Should they be 

treated as two different entities or rather as one which is bound together, complementing each 

other to form a mutual whole?  

 

The advent of the 4th Industrial Revolution present us with opportunities beyond the principles of 

duality and rigid divisions. Comparing apples and oranges seem possible. And the origin and 

stimulus of developing fresh perspectives are rooted in innovative and equal education.  

 

 

ASEF's contribution is with the financial support of the European Union. 

http://www.asef.org/
https://www.hel.fi/larkan/sv

