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Translation

Environment management loses out to economical interest
Jakarta – Former State Minister for the Environment of Indonesia, Emil Salim, stated that
environment management in Indonesia is still losing out to many interests in economics
sector. “ The economy is still in a critical stage, that we are always trying to increase our
capital without considering the impacts to environment. As long as high financial returns rule,
the environment will always be the loser,” he said in Jakarta, Wednesday (23/11).
Emil further said, the government should concentrate on strategic natural resource
management, like water and land. These resources are important due to their vitalness to
every person.
So far, policies on the usage of water and land have never been fully implemented. “So many
rules and regulations have been produced, but we hardly see any impact, since these rules and
regulations have never been well actuated. They (the government) should implement the
regulations first, and then make the necessary improvements, instead of regularly changing
the yet-to-be implemented regulations,” he said.
Emil also criticised economy actors who never made accountable for economical costs. “They
always refer to growths and results, but the question is whether they have considered the
resulted environmental losses on such growths and results. The time has come for the
implementation of mechanisms to calculate environmental losses,” he emphasised.
He is also worried of the impact of global environmental pressure on national growth. He took
an example of climate change and global warming, which have affected Indonesia’s
agriculture. With agriculture as a crucial factor in food logistics, food supply will be
disrupted due to the climate shift and water reserve. “I am very concerned with water
problems. While it is not a big deal today, it will be in the next 20 years,” he said.
Consolidation
Meanwhile, southern countries consolidated their strengths in sustainable development
partnerships, especially in building a mechanism to support one another.
The consolidation was also done by bridging relationship to donor countries, with the purpose
to eventually create independency among these developing countries.
This effort was expressed in United Nations for Environmental Programme (UNEP)
Governing Council meeting in Jakarta. Twenty-five representatives from southern countries
attended this two-day, ministerial-level meeting. Indonesia was represented by State Minister
for the Research and Technology, Kusmayanto Kadiman.
UNEP’s president Rachmat Witoelar said this meeting is an effort to create a framework of
technology usage and transfers, as agreed by 112 UNEP’s members during Bali Strategic
Plan for Technology Support and Capacity Building held in 2004.
Rachmat who was also the incumbent Indonesian State Minister for the Environment
explained that while there is a misperception that southern countries only wait for the donors’
help, each of these southern countries actually has ability to help one another.
“Although we are still in developing stage, southern countries should be able to give support
to countries in similar stages, just like our counterparts in Africa. In short, one country should
assist others with no strings attached,” he said.

Translation
However, continued Rachmat, the meeting is not meant to create frictions between developing
and developed countries. “UNEP does not intend to spark controversy. We want to build a
‘golden gate’ between developing and developed countries. The results of this meeting will be
the agenda of the next UNEP meeting in Dubai in February 2006,” he said.
Environmental Forum
Besides the UNEP meeting, Jakarta also a hosted the Asia-Europe Environment Forum, which
will be held until Friday (25/11). Three hundreds representatives and experts from Asia and
Europe are attending this meeting.
This meeting will talk about the pressure to environmental conditions due to national, regional
and global economic and social growth. Such thing requires counter-efforts from all countries,
as damage done by one country will affect others. This makes equal partnerships among
countries become important.
Director of Intellectual Exchange of the Asia-Europe Foundation, and the co-ordinator for
Asia-Europe Environment Forum, Bertrand Fort, said this meeting would cultivate the spirit
of sustainable natural resource management in every Asian and European country. This spirit
would be a driving force for civil societies to affect government policies that fall within the
framework of sustainable development.
Global environmental issues like climate change and global warming cannot be solved by
individual countries. All nations share the responsibility to reduce their impacts by
immediately implementing international agreements, like Clean Development Mechanisms
(CDM), among others. (K-11)
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