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Friday, 25 May 2007, Singapore – Experts from governments, private sector, civil society and research 
met on Monday 23 April in Copenhagen, Denmark to share views on the future of climate change policy 
beyond the Kyoto Protocol, which ends in 2012.  
 
As a side event to the Asia-Europe Environment Ministers’ meeting, the Asia-Europe Environment Forum 
(ENVforum) organised a discussion panel entitled “Global Climate Change Policy after 2012 – ASEM’s 
contribution”. The event was hosted by the European Environment Agency (EEA). 
 
Featuring experts, decision makers and activists from both Asia and Europe, the panel looked at the key 
lessons learned from the mechanisms of the Kyoto Protocol and the prospects of their utility beyond 
2012. One particular instrument examined was the Clean Development Mechanism (CDM), in particular 
with regard to the international market for carbon dioxide emission. 
 
The panel also looked at future plans and aims of the various stakeholders. The European Commission 
presented to the audience its ambitious strategy to cut emissions. Based on a comprehensive series of 
policies, this bold approach would make the European Union a leader in carbon emission reductions. Prof 
Pan Jiahua, Executive Director of the Research Centre for Sustainable Development, Chinese Academy of 
Social Sciences (CASS) also presented his paper on carbon standards for basic needs. In it, he looked at 
the linkage between carbon standards and energy consumption. 
  
The panel included speeches by the Danish Minister of Environment, Her Excellency Connie Hedegaard 
and her Indonesian counterpart, His Excellency Rachmat Witoelar. Stressing the importance of climate 
change policy and energy security, the two Ministers encouraged greater collaboration between Asia and 
Europe. The speeches highlighted the advantages for investment in renewable energies. Investment in 
renewable energies is touted as a concrete way for both Asia and Europe to work closely. Indonesia is to 
host the next Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Conference on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC) in Bali, in December 2007.  
 
The panel called on the governments of both Asia and Europe: 

o to facilitate the effective implementation of the Kyoto Protocol to meet the urgent 
requirement for tackling climate change;  

o to call for universal participation in the post 2012 climate change regime, and global 
responsibility sharing in GHG emission reductions;  

o  to encourage prompt agreement on the continuation of the Kyoto Protocol 
mechanisms (CDM, JI and emission trading) beyond 2012;  

o  to intensify Asia–Europe cooperation in technology transfer, capacity building and 
information sharing on best practices;  

o to agree at the COP13 in Bali in December 2007 on the mandate and mechanism for 
negotiating a post 2012 climate change regime.  

 
Al the presentations are available online at 
http://env.asef.org/Roundtables_GlobalClimatePolicyafter2012.htm 
 
The ENVforum is collaboration between the Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF), the Institute of Global 
Environment Strategies (IGES), the Hanns Seidel Foundation in Indonesia (HSF-Indonesia), the Swedish 
Environment Secretariat in Asia (SIDA-Sensa) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). 
 

Programme Contact:  
Mr Rahiman Abdullah, Tel: (65) 6874 9710, Fax: (65) 6872 1207 E-mail: env@asef.org  
Press Contact:  
Ms Leda Bontosoglou, Tel: (65) 6874 9739, Fax: (65) 6872 1206 Email: leda.bonto@asef.org 
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The Danish Minister of Environment, Her Excellency Connie Hedegaard and her Indonesian counterpart, 
His Excellency Rachmat Witoelar  Stressed  the importance of climate change policy and energy security, 
the two Ministers encouraged greater collaboration between Asia and Europe. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


