
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 

Asia-Europe Environment Forum 
Panel on “Global climate policy after 2012 – ASEM’s contribution” 

Copenhagen, Denmark | 23rd April 2007 
 
Summary 
A one-day panel discussion, gathering experts in climate change policies from the Asia-
Europe Meeting (ASEM) countries, to be held in Copenhagen, Denmark. 
 
The panel will discuss on the current situation of climate change policies and issues as 
well as the directions that could be available in light of a post-2012 climate policy regime. 
It features about 10 experts with different specialisations all sharing inputs on the 
different perspectives of the challenges and options ahead. 
 
This panel builds on the Asia-Europe Environment Forum’s (ENVforum) work on 
climate change strategies by encouraging a multi-stakeholder discussion in order to 
enrich and animate the debate on climate change strategies. It proposes to address issues 
including  

• The cost and benefits of a global climate policy; 

• The roles of governments and societies in global climate policy; 

• The experiences of stakeholders with the CDM. 
 
Background 
At the ASEM VI Summit held in September 2006, ASEM underlined their support for 
sustainable development, including environment and energy security, whereby the 
Chairman on behalf of the leaders of ASEM governments recognised that “climate 
change poses a serious threat to sustainable development and the future of our planet”1.  
 
This also resulted in an unprecedented and highly significant declaration2 with regards 
to climate change. Holistically, the declaration supports greater cooperation in 
international action in mitigating, adapting and initiatives with regards to climate 
change. 
 
ASEM supports 

• widest possible cooperation and participation in an effective and appropriate 
international response; 

• the UNFCCC and the Kyoto Protocol which provide the appropriate international 
framework to develop further actions against climate change; 

• ensuring a successful outcome of our discussions on further commitments for 
Annex I Parties under the Kyoto Protocol while securing that there is no gap 
between the first and the second commitment periods; 

                                                 
1 Chairman’s statement of Sixth Asia-Europe Meeting, Helsinki,  10-11 September 2006 
2 ASEM 6 Declaration on Climate Change 



• making full use of Kyoto Mechanisms’ potential to contribute to achieving the 
goals of the Climate Convention, and that future use of the Kyoto mechanisms 
should build on this experience and be reformed in the light of the architecture of 
the future framework. 

 
With the mechanisms of the Kyoto Protocol already in place and the impending 
approach of 2012 (after the first phase of the Kyoto Protocol ends), it is timely to review 
the advances made in global climate change strategies. It is also opportune to begin 
evaluating the progress and setbacks that the world encountered in drawing up the 
global framework of action on climate change. 
 
There have been many claims and counterarguments as to the effectiveness of the 
present arrangement on global climate change policy. Yet, the clear message that 
emerges from discussions over the past few years, and particularly 2006, is that there is 
a greater need more than ever to seek closer cooperation and participation in order to 
ensure that climate change is addressed. The Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) is 
one practical area for greater Asia-Europe co-operation, considering that more than half 
of ASEM members are Annex I countries, committed to investing in climate change 
mitigation.  
 
For ASEM, in particular, previous dialogue efforts organised by the ENVforum3 have 
yielding the following key recommendations to the ASEM process: 
� Support a clear signal from governments to continue CDM after 2012 and create an 

ASEM CDM Observatory to support and stimulate the partnerships between the 
two regions on CDM investment, capacity-building and especially maximizing the 
opportunities of the European Emission Market; and, 

� Strengthen Asia-Europe co-operation on renewable energy and create an Asia-
Europe Technology Exchange for Renewables to promote technology 
exchange for the development, policy support and investment in renewable for 
energy security. 

 
Another important issue is to reinforce aid and cooperation with regards to the role of 
developing countries both within the framework of the present global climate change 
regime and beyond.  
 
Additionally, what is also crucial is to share the experiences in working with the current 
existing mechanisms and using these experiences to better cooperation and action in 
mitigating climate change. Questions abound as to the utility of present mechanisms and 
approaches but undoubtedly, lesson learning from as varied a source as possible would 
enable effective evaluation of these mechanisms and approaches. 
 

                                                 
3 These recommendations resulted from the following  ENVforum meetings on climate change 
and energy: 2nd Roundtable “Reinforcing Asia-Europe Cooperation on Climate Change” (Jeju, 
South Korea | 2004), 3rd Roundtable “Technology Partnerships for Renewables: Key to Energy 
Security”  (Stockholm, Sweden | 2004) and the workshop “People, Planet and Profit: Fostering 
Sustainable Development and Addressing Climate Change through the CDM” at the conference 
“1/3 of Our Planet: What Can Asia and Europe Do for Sustainable Development?” (Jakarta, 
Indonesia | 2005). 



Objectives 
The ENVforum is committed to providing a reference point for Asia-Europe consensus 
on environment and sustainable development by encouraging and channelling inputs 
from the civil society, industry, research and governments.  
 
The aim of the panel is to: 
� provide an impartial platform for genuine dialogue and debate on post-2012 Climate 

Change regimes, presenting viewpoints from many stakeholders: governments, 
scholars, researchers, NGOs, the business sector and the youth; 

� formulate recommendations, particularly on Asia-Europe cooperation within the 
ASEM framework, to the related discussions by the ASEM Environment ministers; 
and, 

� contribute to an ASEM perspective within the global discourse on post-2012 climate 
policy, in view of the expected definitive international negotiations at the UN 
Framework Convention on Climate Change 13th Conference of Parties that will take 
place at the end of 2007. 

 
The outcomes of the panel discussions will be integrated into a report that the 
ENVforum will prepare for the ASEM Environment ministers, updating them on the 
continued Asia-Europe multistakeholder dialogues the Forum has organised since the 
2nd ASEM Environment Ministerial in Lecce, Italy in 2003. 
 
Participants 
 
The panel shall involve about 10 speakers. The event is open to the delegations in 
Copenhagen who will be attending the ASEM Environment Ministerial as well as 
participants in the ENVforum network and interested members of the public.  
 
Co-organisers, Date & Venue 
 
ASEF (Secretariat and Co-ordination), HSF, IGES,SIDA-Sensa, UNEP 
Host: European Environment Agency (EEA)  
23 April 2007 | EEA conference room, Kongens Nytorv 6 | Copenhagen 
 
Time: 09h00 – 18h30 
 
For more information, please contact:  
 
Mr Rahiman Abdullah 
Project Executive for Asia-Europe Environment Forum 
env@asef.org  
 


