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The Executive Director of the International Energy Agency (IEA), Mr. Nobuo Tanaka,
Tanaka will join about 35
other energy experts at the AsiaAsia-Europe Environment Forum (ENVforum) 6th Roundtable “Energy
Sustainability
Sustainability Challenge: Fuelling Greater CoCo-operation between Asia and Europe” in Dublin, Ireland on
18-19 September 2008.
Spiralling prices have spurred research and development into alternative energy sources and better
efficiency. Is the rising cost of fuel a blessing in disguise? Participants from industries, NGOs,
governments and research/academia will examine:
•
•
•

The role of energy diversification and energy efficiency for a sustainable energy society
The role of the Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) in promoting sustainable energy
Asia-Europe co-operation for energy sustainability

At the 6th ASEM Summit in 2006, the leaders from the ASEM (Asia-Europe Meeting) process have
identified energy as a major area of co-operation for Asia and Europe. Each region has attempted to
organise a response to the opportunities and challenges of energy sustainability. The ENVforum 6th
Roundtable as an information as well as experience sharing platform on energy sustainability
practices in ASEM countries will identify these areas for co-operation between Asia and Europe. The
roundtable aims to:
• Generate practical policy recommendations in the form of a multi-stakeholder input for
governments of the ASEM process
• Create regional/international networks supportive and relevant to sustainable energy
planning.
A one-day workshop on scenario-building methodology will precede the roundtable. The workshop will
allow stakeholders to experience first-hand a new approach to policymaking which moves beyond the
conventional “Business as Usual” forecast into one which allows participants to envisage possible
future scenarios enabling for the further examination of policy actions. The approach also let decision
makers to test and re-examine the robustness of their policy instruments in the face of unanticipated
change. The environmental application of the methodology is supported by the European Environment
Agency.
This roundtable is hosted by the Institute of International and European Affairs, Ireland (IIEA), and
supported by the European Commission.
ENVforum is organised by the Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF), Hanns Seidel Foundation of Germany
(Jakarta office), the Swedish Environmental Secretariat for Asia (SIDA-Sensa), the Institute for Global
Environment Strategies of Japan (IGES), Korea Environment Institute (KEI) and the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP). For more information, please visit www.env.asef.org.
www.env.asef.org.
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ENVforum is a collaboration of:
The AsiaAsia-Europe Foundation (ASEF) advances mutual understanding and collaboration
between the people of Asia and Europe through intellectual, cultural, and people-to-people
exchanges. These exchanges include conferences, lecture tours, workshops, seminars and
the use of web-based platforms. The major achievement of ASEF is the establishment of
permanent bi-regional networks focussed on areas and issues that help to strengthen AsiaEurope relations. Established in February 1997 by the partners of the Asia-Europe Meeting
(ASEM)1, ASEF reports to a board of governors representing the ASEM partners. ASEF is the
only permanent physical institution of the ASEM process. Since 1997, the Foundation has
initiated projects engaging 14,000 individuals from Asia and Europe. ASEF works in
partnership with other public institutions and civil society actors to ensure its work is broadbased and balanced among the partner countries. http://www.asef.org
* The Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM) is an informal process of dialogue and cooperation. It
brings together Austria, Belgium, Brunei, Bulgaria, Cambodia, China, Cyprus, Czech
Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, India, Indonesia,
Ireland, Italy, Japan, Laos, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malaysia, Malta, Myanmar,
Mongolia, The Netherlands, Pakistan, The Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Romania,
Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, South Korea, Spain, Sweden, Thailand, United Kingdom,
Vietnam, ASEAN Secretariat and the European Commission.
Based in Munich, Germany, the Hanns Seidel Foundation (HSF) is a German political
foundation with 35 years of experience in civic education in Germany and international cooperation around the world.
Its office in Indonesia was founded in 1993 with programs developed and implemented
jointly with local, national and international partners, focusing on promotion of
environmental education, training (capacity building) and public awareness for the entire
society in Indonesia and ASEAN region. Numerous teachers’ training on the use of water,
air, biodiversity, land & soil and environmental ethic modules in national level have been a
landmark program of HSF in partnership with universities and Indonesian Ministries of
Environment and Education. ASEAN Environmental Education Action Plan, Environmentally
Sustainable Cities and Leadership Programme on Environment are among other growing
programmes which HSF has been actively involved in partnership with ASEAN Secretariat
and UNEP/ROAP. For more information on HSF-Indonesia, please visit
http://www.hsfindo.org.
The Swedish Environmental Secretariat for Asia (SENSA)
(SENSA) is the arm of the Swedish
International Development Agency (SIDA). It provides enhanced opportunities for a dialogue
with regional partners with an environment focus, thereby strengthening Swedish cooperation in the area of environmental action. For more information on SIDA, please visit
http://www.sida.se
Established in 1998, the Institute for Global Environmental Strategies (IGES) is an
independent, not for profit think tank, based in Japan. It goes beyond research to provide
practical ways to protect the earth's environment and to realize greater sustainability and
equity in the global community. While the outlook of IGES is global, the principal
geographical scope of its activities is Asia and the Pacific region, an area which is
experiencing rapid economic development and which will affect the global environment
through its population growth, urban environmental problems and other environmental
issues. For more information on IGES, please visit http://www.iges.or.jp.
Korea Environment Institute is established to facilitate research on world-class sustainable
policy and disseminate environmental knowledge. Based on its accumulated experiences
in environmental policy-making and assessment, the institute has actively participated in a
diversity of research projects in developing nations, planning global cooperation schemes
with international organizations such as UNEP and the World Bank. To learn more about
KEI, please visit http://www.kei.re.kr/index_eng.jsp.

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) mission is to provide leadership and
encourage partnership in caring for the environment by inspiring, informing, and enabling
nations and peoples to improve their quality of life without compromising that of future
generations. For more information on UNEP, please visit http://www.unep.org.

This roundtable is hosted by:
The Institute of International and European Affairs is a policy research think-tank and forum
based in Dublin. It provides members with early warning of EU policy developments and indepth analysis of their implications for Ireland and Europe and flag key policy issues that
shape the business environment

