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ASIA-EUROPE ENVIRONMENT FORUM 2010 CONFERENCE 
A Green Future: Asia and Europe Growing 

Sustainably 
Munich, Germany | 1-3 September 2010 

 
 

Conference Report 
 

I. Introduction 
 

The Asia-Europe Environment Forum (ENVforum) 2010 Conference was held in Munich, Germany, from 1 to 3 
September 2010. 
 
The event marked the culmination of seven years of dialogue and debate on sustainable development issues 
between Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM) countries since the ENVforum’s inception in 2003. It attracted close to 
international 150 experts, representing a wide range of government and civil society stakeholder 
organisations in Asia and Europe. 
 
High-level participation included that of Prof. Klaus Toepfer, former Executive Director of the United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP); Prof. Rachmat Witoelar, the President’s Special Envoy on Climate Change, 
Republic of Indonesia; and Dr. Markus Soeder, Bavarian Minister of Environment and Public Health. 
 
Twelve workshops, jointly hosted by close to 30 partner organisations, sought to identify best practices and 
policy recommendations for the sustainable management of natural resources in Asia and Europe, using the 
lenses of the green economy and environmental governance and biodiversity. 
 
The outcomes of the ENVforum 2010 Conference are framed in the context of actionable policy 
recommendations for Asian and European governments, both for implementation in their respective countries 
as well as collectively at the regional and bi-regional levels. They will be widely disseminated to policy makers 
at various relevant international fora. 
 
The first occasion will be the 8th Summit of ASEM Heads of States and Government to be held in Brussels, 
Belgium in October, followed by the 10th Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity to 
be held in Nagoya, Japan. More importantly, however, they will be further consolidated and developed to form 
the basis of an “Asia-Europe contribution” at the Rio+20 Earth Summit in 2012. 
 
The ENVforum is a flagship project of the Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF) in partnership with the Hanns Seidel 
Foundation (HSF-Germany), the Institute for Global Environmental Strategies (IGES-Japan), the Swedish 
Environmental Secretariat for Asia (SENSA) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). 
 

II. Green Economy 
 

The discussions that took place on green economy initiatives identified technology transfer, funding and the 
sharing of best practices of policy frameworks and regulations as areas for fruitful co-operation between Asia 
and Europe. It was specifically highlighted that such policy developments should also include the most 
vulnerable in the population. 
 
 



      

 
   

 

 

 
 

 

2

a. Technology Transfer 
 

 Fund feasibility studies for large-scale CSPs in Northeast Asian countries. 
 
The generation of concentrated solar power (CSP) through large-scale plants in desert areas promises to 
contribute in an important way toward the provision of clean, cheap and inexhaustible energy in the future. 
However, successful application of CSP technologies on a large scale, such as the well-known DESERTEC 
initiative, requires extensive policy co-ordination and institutionalisation of energy policy. 
 
There are promising opportunities for large-scale CSPs to be undertaken in Northeast Asian countries, linking 
CSP plants in the Chinese Gobi Desert with the industrial centres of Northeast Asia in China, Korea and Japan. 
It was recommended that funding should be allocated for feasibility studies to explore the possibilities further. 
 
 Upscale pilot projects encouraging sustainable chemicals management practices. 

 
Responsible production and chemical leasing aim to introduce sustainable patterns in chemicals production 
processes and consumption and risk management, while at the same time integrating “bottom line” 
objectives of companies. 
 
Successful pilot projects that have proven to increase environmental and safety standards of companies, 
including small- and medium-sized enterprises, already exist in many countries including in Asia. The 
upscaling of such projects is needed to intensify the rethinking of chemicals management and related 
business practices, and promote intensified collaboration along the value chain, cross-linking know-how with 
stakeholder engagement. 
 
 Promote clean technologies using biomass in developing countries. 

 
Biomass continues to be an important and even irreplaceable energy source for developing countries, 
providing cooking and heating energy, electricity, chemicals and liquid fuels. Moreover, the economic 
potential, especially for tropical Asian countries, is enormous. Technological innovations are needed so that 
biomass can be converted to usable energy in ways that are more efficient, less polluting and economical. 
 

b. Funding 
 

 Increase and prioritise funding for green growth initiatives especially in the area of climate change 
adaptation and mitigation. 

 
Existing funding mechanisms, such as, the European Union’s SWITCH Asia programme, aim to encourage 
green growth initiatives by promoting Sustainable Consumption and Production (SCP) in Asia. However, more 
funding is required to foster the creation of innovative financing mechanisms (e.g. in the areas of carbon 
financing and payment for environmental services). 
 
At the same time, prioritising how the funding should be allocated is also important. One priority area 
identified across the board is climate change adaptation and mitigation. 
 

c. Regulation 
 

Environmental regulation to promote green growth in many developing countries has improved in recent 
years. However, implementation remains weak. 
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 Establish an effective independent regulatory body at the national level. 
 
There is a need to support the establishment of independent regulatory bodies to ensure effectiveness, 
compatibility, information exchange and transparency of national regulations regarding green growth. 
 
 Introduce stronger economic incentives to encourage the implementation of environmental 

regulation regarding green growth already in place. 
 
Stronger economic incentives for the private sector are key to bridging the gap between environmental 
regulation on green growth and its implementation. 
 
 Provide an environment that enables implementation of projects on a large scale. 

 
Large-scale projects create the economies of scale needed for companies to be able to apply green growth 
regulations in an effective manner. Thus providing an environment that enables projects to be implemented 
on a large scale would be beneficial. 
 

d. Platforms and Networking 
 

The role of platforms and networks are crucial to further integrate the implementation of green growth 
practices and mechanisms among a wider range of stakeholders, especially the private sector. In this context, 
it is necessary to: 
 
 Use existing networks and structures and develop and strengthen them further. 
 Initiate and support intensified collaboration and know-how exchange in the supply chain. 

 
e. Implementation and Impacts 

 
The implementation of green growth practices in policy making will have a significant impact on a wide range 
of policy issues, namely: 
 
 Decouple economic growth from the consumption of natural resources and waste generation. 

 
This means that policies on economic development should no longer translate to the depletion of natural 
resources and the generation of unsustainable amounts of waste. An emphasis on green growth will ensure 
that the consumption of natural resources and the generation of waste will be done in the most efficient 
manner. 
 
 Rethink (European) agricultural policies (subsidies and protection) in view of reducing negative 

impacts to food and social security in developing countries. 
 
Green growth practices will ensure that agricultural policies reflect both economic and environmental 
sustainability priorities. The lifting of agricultural subsidies and other protection measures and the restriction 
on pesticides and other chemicals in Europe will ensure that farmers in developing countries will be able to 
compete on a more equal basis. 
 
 Further develop sustainable consumption and production for visible impacts at the macro-economic 

level. 
 
SCP practices are currently only applied in certain markets and/or segments of the population. A wider 
implementation of SCP practices will result in more visible impacts at the macro-economic level. 
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 Develop mechanisms for macro-economic implementation that considers cultural specificities. 

 
It is important to develop green growth practices that take into account the cultural specificities in order not to 
disadvantage certain segments of a population. 
 
 Ensure green growth is also accessible to the most vulnerable in the population. 

 
Moreover, moving toward a greener economy cannot leave the most vulnerable in the population in a 
disadvantaged position. Governments must create programmes and mechanisms to ensure that the poorest 
will also benefit from these policy advancements. 
 

III. Environmental Governance 
 
Environmental governance is a broad topic that all governments must look into for the preparation of the 
Rio+20 Earth Summit. Five workshops examined law enforcement and compliance, the role of institutions in 
regional environmental governance, effective tools for participatory decision-making and education for 
sustainable development as crucial elements to strengthen environmental governance in the two regions. A 
strong emphasis was made for the need to recognise the role and responsibility of the private sector, 
including the media and creative industries, to support such policy objectives through promoting sustainable 
consumer choices. 
 

a. Law Enforcement and Compliance 
 
Environmental compliance and enforcement are the foundation for the rule of law, good governance, and 
sustainable development. In this context, the independence of public prosecutors, inspectors and the 
judiciary is essential. Moreover, the experience of using national and regional networks as platforms to 
exchange best practices between countries and regions on environmental governance was discussed at 
length. Specific case studies in Asia and Europe were showcased to demonstrate how countries and regions 
have and may use legislative and enforcement tools to contribute to the sustainable management of natural 
resources. 
 
 Ensure the implementability of legislation and policies. 

 
There is a need for countries to consolidate and simplify their existing environmental legislation and policies 
to ensure better implementation and compliance by stakeholders. 
 
Moreover, key stakeholders (e.g. inspectors) as well as the general public should be part of a comprehensive 
stakeholder consultation during different parts of the policy cycle. Taking into account the role of networks in 
promoting best practices, existing networks like the International Network for Environmental Compliance and 
Enforcement (INECE) and regional environmental compliance and enforcement networks in Europe and Asia 
should also be involved in the consultation and well as implementation processes. 
 
The ENVforum is well-positioned to facilitate the consolidation and expansion of such networks and could 
therefore play a role in: 
 Collecting and updating data regarding best practices in environmental law enforcement and compliance. 
 Organising exchange programmes between the EU and Asia, focusing on specific topics related to 

environmental law enforcement and compliance. 
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 Promote awareness as a tool for compliance and enforcement. 
 

Raising awareness regarding environmental governance is both a top-down and bottom-up approach. On the 
one hand, it means that governments need to establish common basic programmes for compliance and 
enforcement of legislation and policy. On the other hand, there is a need to engage stakeholders, including 
disadvantaged groups in society, in dialogue and consultation at various stages of the policy cycle. Moreover, 
training members of the judiciary, inspectors and public prosecutors, as enforcers of the laws and policies, is 
an essential part of the process. 
 

b. The Role of Institutions in Regional Environmental Governance 
 
The development of environmental governance has a significant impact, not only at the national level but also 
at the regional and international levels. In fact, regional environmental governance is an essential component 
of the global environmental governance architecture. 
 
Regional environmental governance idea and strategies, regional environmental policy, regional 
environmental education, and others, have repercussions both regionally and globally. In this context, the role 
of regional institutions in Asia and Europe were examined and best practices highlighted with the view of 
generating policy recommendations to bridge the progress gap between developed and developing countries. 
 
 Increase the capacity of institutions both at the local and regional levels. 

 
The capacity of regional institutions depends on its local institutions. Therefore, any efforts to strengthen the 
capacity of regional institutions must begin at the local level. This includes taking into account local 
specificities and empowering local institutions in decision-making. 
 
Universities and NGOs also have a role to play in strengthening the capacity of institutions and therefore 
exchanges and partnerships between universities, NGOs and public institutions should be encouraged, 
especially in the context of tailor-made capacity building exercises. 
 
 Encourage exchange, research and networking between Asia and Europe. 

 
As Asian and European institutions are at different stages of the process of developing regional environmental 
governance, it is necessary for the two regions to intensify the exchange of experiences and best practices. 
Deeper co-operation will enrich the policy process and generate innovative solutions. 
 
Specifically, Asian and European regional institutions may work together to create new business opportunities 
(e.g. green jobs, green technologies); develop “eco-cities” (where water, energy, transport, housing and land 
management, and social policies are integrated); and “integrated assessments” at all levels (including at the 
policy, planning, projects, programmes levels). 
 

c. Participatory Decision-making 
 

Broad and equitable public participation in decision-making is vital to facilitate effective and optimal natural 
resource and environmental management. Restrained information sharing or so-called information 
asymmetry inhibits optimal decision-making and is detrimental to long-term sustainability. 
 
Access to environmental decisions is one of the key prerequisites for participatory environmental decision-
making. Yet, many governments have yet to acknowledge environmental information as a public good, and 
withhold it under the pretext of privacy and national security protection. Ensuing discussions took stock of 
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best practices and methodologies for promoting participatory environmental decision-making and exchange of 
information and experiences between Asian and European stakeholders. 
 
 Revitalise multistakeholder sustainability policy dialogue platforms (e.g. National Sustainable 

Development Councils) in preparation for the Rio+20 Earth Summit. 
 
The occasion of the Rio+20 Earth Summit is an opportunity for governments to revitalise multistakeholder 
policy dialogue platforms both at the national and regional levels, in the view of identifying best practices as 
well as challenges to implement participatory decision-making in environmental policy. 
 
 Undertake an Asia-Europe joint study on policy mixes and institutional mechanisms. 

 
This process is crucial to identify key components of the policy and institutional frameworks that are 
conducive to participatory environmental decision-making. 
 
 Promote platforms for Asia-Europe knowledge sharing and collaboration in the areas of training on 

mega-trend analysis, scenario approaches, conflict resolution and mediation, policy mixes (impact 
assessment/information measures) and priority policy issues (e.g. climate change 
mitigation/adaptation). 

 
Such an approach will help elucidate processes in which models and key features of training programmes for 
strengthening social capacity that will foster participatory environmental decision-making can be further 
developed. Better methods for conflict resolutions through participatory environmental decision-making can 
also be identified. 
 
A deeper capacity in participatory environmental decision-making among relevant institutions also curtails the 
violation of environmental regulations and improves the environmental performance of the private sector. 
 

d. Education for Sustainable Development 
 

Environmental education is a crucial tool to raise awareness, especially among younger generations, 
regarding pertinent environmental issues. In both Asia and Europe, this awareness contributes significantly to 
a better consideration of such issues in political decision-making. Although environmental awareness has 
increased in Europe in recent years, it is still a new and challenging issue in Asia, where governments usually 
focus their policies on economic growth and poverty eradication. Thus the policy recommendations are as 
follows: 
 
 Develop standard curricula on environment education at the national level for schools and 

universities. 
 Intensify training programmes for teachers and further stakeholders on environmental education. 

This includes experimenting with different methodologies, such as long-distance learning. 
 Create a regional platform in Asia for knowledge exchange and information sharing environmental 

education at the tertiary level. 
 Create networks between “green universities” in Asia and Europe. 

 
The ability, role and responsibility of media companies in affecting positive social action and behaviour 
change on critical issues were given particular emphasis. Media companies are increasingly aware of their 
own Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) to participate in activities to reduce and prepare for the effects of 
climate change and the growth of a green economy. The recommendations are as follows: 
 



      

 
   

 

 

 
 

 

7

 Incorporate ideas and talent from advertising and creative industry to create high-end quality media 
products targeting all level of audiences. 

 Establish a database that is easily accessible to journalists where they can identify reliable and 
relevant news, data, and contact details of climate change experts to assist them in their reporting. 

 Intensify efforts to develop climate change training workshops not limited to journalists, but also for 
editors and gatekeepers. 

 Encourage the usage of information communication technology and social networking platforms in 
communicating climate change. 

 Encourage multistakeholder partnerships to create sustainable public awareness campaign to 
educate audience, and change attitudes and behaviour on sustainable consumption and production. 

 
IV. Biodiversity 

 
There is a compelling need to conserve and sustainably use forests, coral reefs, peat land and mangrove 
biodiversity and ecosystems under a new climatic regime and to address the threats. Two workshops 
discussed the impacts of climate change toward biodiversity as well as the sustainable use of forest products 
and focused on technical co-operation as the main area for greater Asia-Europe co-operation. 
 
 Assessing and valuing biodiversity and ecosystems services through regional The Economics of 

Ecosystems and Biodiversity (TEEB) studies. 
 
Payments for Ecosystems Services (PES) could enhance sustainable use of biodiversity and ecosystems 
services (particularly in forest and coastal, marine and wetlands ecosystems and appropriate environmental 
policies and relevant institutional framework must be in place. 
 
 Further understanding of the science and economics of biodiversity and ecosystems through targeted 

communication and public awareness campaign and experimental research. 
 
Innovative solutions, technological know-how and knowledge are available and need to be shared and 
collaboratively undertaken at all levels, particularly for local communities and protected area managers. The 
role of private sector is critical in sustaining efforts in managing ecosystems and biodiversity. 
 
 Mainstreaming biodiversity and ecosystems into other sectoral policies and actions, including 

strategies for poverty reduction. 
 
Addressing biodiversity loss and ecosystems degradation is part of the solution to address climate change 
and poverty. Ecosystem-based approaches to climate change adaptation and mitigation are ready for use, 
provide jobs and bring multiple benefits at a comparatively low cost. Thus, biodiversity issues should be 
holistically integrated into other sectoral policies and actions. Strategies for poverty reduction, in particular, 
need to reflect biodiversity priorities, as the poor are the ones who will be directly impacted by biodiversity 
losses and climate change. 
 
 

[/END] 


