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From Floating Life to Open Homes: 
Exploring Cultural Exchange between Asia and Australia

Monday, 8 July 2019
18:45-19:30 - Reception

19:30-21:30 - Conversation
The Blue Room @ The Projector

ASEAN-Australia connections have been high on the political agenda in the 
recent years. Political, security, trade, education and development links have 
been formalised and growing. But where do cultural relations and co-operation 
between Asia and Australia stand? What are some past and present modes and 
forms of cultural exchanges and collaborations, particularly from the context of 
Singapore? What roles do the arts and culture play in enabling meaningful 
dialogue and fostering mutual understanding? What sectors are better 
connected and where are the weak links? What role do public agencies play in 
promoting closer cultural ties? What are some best practices and pitfalls that 
arts and cultural practitioners should be aware of?

 Join us for a stimulating conversation with professional and academic experts 
from the field, about the possibilities of cultural exchange between Asia and 
Australia, particularly in a globalised world where borders are increasingly fluid, 
but yet also progressively polarised.

This session is co-produced with the Cultural Research Centre, a newly-launched 
cultural research incubator based in the Department of Communications and 
New Media at the National University of Singapore, and features Asialink, 
Australia’s leading centre for the promotion of public understanding of the 
countries in Asia and Australia’s role in the region.

Scan this QR code 
for more information:



Penny  Burtt is the Group CEO of Asialink, Australia’s leading centre for 
the promotion of public understanding of the countries of Asia and of 
Australia’s role in the region. She joined Asialink from global payments 
company Visa, where she served as Vice President, Government Affairs, 
Asia Pacific. Prior to Visa, Penny led External Relations and Client 
Service Risk for the Asia Pacific with McKinsey&Company.

Penny is a former diplomat and represented Australia at a senior level in 
Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia and at the United Nations in Geneva and 
New York. She previously served as an Adviser to the Australian Minister 
for Foreign Affairs. 

Penny has a deep passion for the not-for-profit sector and the arts. She 
has served on the Boards of the Singapore Institute for International 
Affairs, the Substation Arts Centre, BoardAgender Singapore and the 
American Chamber of Commerce in Singapore. She is a member of the 
Advisory Board for ASEAN-Australia Strategic Youth Partnership. While 
serving in the Australian High Commission in Singapore, Penny played a 
key role in the development of new Australia-Singapore arts 
collaborations including showcases of indigenous visual arts and film, 
contemporary Australian design for the Singapore Design Festival and 
creation of a new exhibitions space at the Australian High Commission.

Speakers:

Dr Pippa Dickson is the Director of Asialink Arts. She is committed to 
facilitating true partnership and cooperation between Australia and Asia 
in the arts and creative industry sectors. Pippa has extensive arts 
leadership experience both nationally and internationally. In addition to 
positions as the Chair of Design Tasmania, Director of the National 
Association for Visual Artists (NAVA) and Co-Chair of the National Craft 
Initiative, Pippa founded Design Island for Arts Tasmania and is the 
founding CEO of the Glenorchy Art & Sculpture Park.

Pippa has raised significant investment in the private and public sectors 
for national and international art commissions and architectural 
projects, and worked as a project manager and consultant in the private 
and public sectors for almost 20 years. Outside Australia, her 
achievements include an International Advisor to the Cheongju 
International Craft Biennale (South Korea) 2017 and 2019 and 
mentorship at the West Kowloon Cultural District Authority (Hong Kong) 
with former CEO Michael Lynch, AO OBE in 2015. 

Pippa holds a Bachelor of Arts from the University of Western Australia, 
a Bachelor of Fine Arts (Hons) and a Doctor of Philosophy from the 
University of Tasmania.



Audrey Yue is Professor in Media, Culture and Critical Theory, Head of 
Communications and New Media, Convenor of the Cultural Studies in 
Asia multidisciplinary programme and Director of the Cultural Research 
Centre at the National University of Singapore.  Before returning to 
Singapore (where she was born and schooled) and joining NUS in July 
2017, she lived in Australia for 30 years where she last held the positions 
of Professor in Cultural Studies and Director of the Research Unit in 
Public Cultures at the University of Melbourne. 

She is trained as a Humanities scholar, and now conducts and publishes 
research across both Humanities and Social Sciences. Her research 
covers the fields of transnational Chinese media cultures; cultural policy 
and development, and Asian gender studies. She is currently 
International Partner Investigator in four Australian Research Council 
and Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada funded 
projects on arts participation in the smart city; young people and 
multiculturalism, and; Asian media cities. As part of her engaged 
research practice, she has established 16 industry partnerships across 
the government and NGO sectors of migrant youth, multicultural arts and 
cultural development in Australia and South Korea. She was Ministerial 
Appointment to Australia’s Victorian State Government’s Multicultural 
Arts Policy Advisory Committee (2010-2012), and between 2011-2015, 
conducted longitudinal evaluation of arts and culture programs with five 
national, state and local government agencies in Australia. 

She is recipient of three international and university-wide teaching 
excellence awards. She supervised to completion 21 PhD theses as 
Principle Supervisor; developed and coordinated subjects on Asian 
media cultures, digital diasporas and cultural policy, and; conducted 
executive masterclasses on cultural evaluation.  Currently, she also 
serves as External Academic Advisor to the Department of Cultural 
Studies at Lingnan University (Hong Kong) and is Honorary Professorial 
Fellow at the University of Melbourne.
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The Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF) promotes understanding, 
strengthens relationships and facilitates cooperation among the 
people, institutions and organisations of Asia and Europe. ASEF 
enhances dialogue, enables exchanges and encourages 
collaboration across the thematic areas of culture, education, 
governance, sustainable development, economy and public health.

ASEF is an intergovernmental not-for-profit organisation located in 
Singapore. Founded in 1997, it is the only institution of the 
Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM).

ASEF runs more than 25 projects a year, consisting of around 100 
activities, mainly conferences, seminars, workshops, lectures, 
publications, and online platforms, together with about 125 partner 
organisations. Each year over 3,000 Asians and Europeans 
participate in ASEF’s activities, and much wider audiences are 
reached through its various events, networks, and web-portals.

For more information, please visit www.ASEF.org

The Cultural Research Centre (CRC) is a newly-launched 
interdisciplinary cultural research incubator based in the Department 
of Communications and New Media at the National University of 
Singapore. The Centre and its team of world-class researchers 
conduct scholarly and practice-led cultural research across a wide 
cross-section of areas, including urbanism and cultural planning, arts 
and cultural policy, new media and social connection, contemporary 
art and the cultural public sphere, migration and mobility and 
transnational citizenship. The Centre is dedicated to forging 
cross-sectoral and inter-disciplinary partnerships, developing the 
capabilities of staff, students and stakeholders, and engaging diverse 
publics.

For more information, please visit www.blog.nus.edu.sg/cnmcrc/ 

www.ASEF.org
www.blog.nus.edu.sg/cnmcrc/


Asialink is Australia's leading centre for the promotion of public 
understanding of the countries of Asia and of Australia's role in 
the region. Asialink excels in ‘soft diplomacy’ - delivering 
high-level forums, international collaborations, leadership 
training, education, community health and cultural programs in 
Australia and Asia.

Asialink is an affiliate of The University of Melbourne and an 
initiative of the Myer Foundation, established in 1990 as a joint 
initiative of the Australian Government's Commission for the 
Future and the Myer Foundation, one of Australia's oldest and 
largest philanthropic organisations.

For more information, please visit www.asialink.unimelb.edu.au

The Projector revives three cinema halls and the 5th floor foyer 
of the historic Golden Theatre as an independent cinema and 
creative platform that brings together a great selection of films, 
one-of-a-kind events, versatile spaces and delectable fare.

For more information, please visit www.theprojector.sg
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