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The ASEM Seminar on Water Resources Management in the Context 

of Urbanisation took place on 22-23 May 2014 in Changsha, China. It 

was designed to inject a new dynamism into the exchange and 

cooperation among ASEM partners in improving sustainable water 

management by providing a platform for policy exchange, information 

sharing, and the development of a market of technology and products. 

 

Participants from businesses, universities, NGOs, international 

organisations and government agencies from ASEM member 

countries attended this one-and–a-half day seminar. They shared 

experiences, exchanged thoughts and ideas and reflected on different 

methods of water resource management, meant to balance supply 

and demand of water resources, provide safe drinking water and 

water sanitation, enhance public health, combat pollution and 

minimise the impact of water-related natural disasters under extreme 

climatic conditions.   

 

Mr HE Xiuming, Deputy Secretary General of the ASEM Water 

Resources Research and Development Center (ASEMWATER), the 

main organiser of the seminar, stressed the importance of 

cooperation in the field of water resource management across Asia 

and Europe, particularly in view of rapid urban development. Such a 

seminar helps generate the information exchange and paved way for 

future collaborations among the ASEM countries.  

 

Mr Karsten WARNECKE, Deputy Executive Director of the co-

sponsoring organisation, Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF), 

acknowledged the importance of the topic, which was recognised by 

the ASEM Foreign Ministers at the last, 11th ASEM Foreign Ministers’ 

Meeting in November 2013 in New Delhi, India. He also highlgihted 

that the seminar presents a timely addition to ASEF’s environment 

portfolio, as for the first time ASEF is involved in the increasingly 

important topic of water management.  

 

The outcomes of the seminar were captured in the Changsha 

Delaration, which was issued at the end of the seminar. It will be 

presented to the 10th ASEM Summit in October 2014 in Milan, Italy 

and to the next 5th ASEM Environment Ministers’ Meeting.  

 

For more information please visit http://bit.ly/asemwaterseminar  
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About the Organiser 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Based on the principles of equality, opening-up and mutual benefits, The ASEM Water 

Resources Research and Development Center is officially founded in Changsha, 

Hunan, China in 2011 in the framework of ASEM. Being a regional organization 

specializing in science and technology cooperation and a public non-profit 

international organization, our center expects to unite related governments, 

universities, institutions and high-tech enterprises. On one side, the Center is to 

strengthen regional collaborations and facilitate the establishment of a long-term 

partnership among Asia-Europe water resources research institutes; to develop 

research network and create synergies through cooperative research, in a bid to jointly 

address common concerns about water use and water environment governance. On 

the other side, it is to submit policy recommendations and technical consultations to 

ASEM as well as Asian-European states and governments on sustainable water use 

and integrated management, strategic planning and action plans, etc. 

For more information, please visit www.asemwater.org  

 

Co-sponsor 
 

 

 

 

 

The Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF) promotes understanding, strengthens 

relationships and facilitates cooperation among the people, institutions and 

organisations of Asia and Europe. ASEF enhances dialogue, enables exchanges and 

encourages collaboration across the thematic areas of culture, economy, education, 

governance, public health and sustainable development. ASEF is a not-for-profit 

intergovernmental organisation located in Singapore. Founded in 1997, it is the only 

institution of the Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM). Together with about 700 partner 

organisations ASEF has run more than 650 projects, mainly conferences, seminars 

and workshops. Over 17,000 Asians and Europeans have actively participated in its 

activities and it has reached much wider audiences through its networks, web-portals, 

publications, exhibitions and lectures. 

 

For more information, please visit www.asef.org 

 

Partner 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ASEF University Alumni Network (ASEFUAN) is a grouping of young leaders from 49 

Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM) countries who share a strong interest in the promotion of 

inter-cultural relations between Asia and Europe. 

 

ASEFUAN was founded in Bali in April 2002 by the graduates of the ASEF University 

Programme, a project organised by the Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF) which brings 

together some of the most outstanding students and young professionals in Asia and 

Europe. ASEFUAN became an international non-profit organisation (Association 

Internationale sans but lucratif, AISBL) under Belgian law on 6 August 2009. 

 

For more information, please visit www.asefuan.org  

 

http://www.asemwater.org/
http://www.asef.org/
http://www.asefuan.org/

