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1. Overview 
1.1 About the Asia-Europe Environment Forum 

Established in 2003, the Asia-Europe Environment Forum (ENVforum) is a partnership of the Asia-Europe 
Foundation (ASEF); ASEM SMEs Eco-Innovation Center (ASEIC); the Swedish International Development 
Agency (Sida) in cooperation with the Stockholm Environment Institute Asia (SEI); the Hanns Seidel 
Foundation (HSF); and the Institute for Global Environmental Strategies (IGES).  

The ENVforum aims to foster inter-regional cooperation between Asia and Europe on sustainable 
development and its environmental dimensions. To support such collaboration, the ENVforum aims to 
provide a multi-stakeholder platform for knowledge-sharing, capacity building, to offer up-to-date 
information for policymakers and partner organisations on environmental themes, and to contribute to the 
formulation of sound political decisions that are mindful of their environmental impacts. 

1.2 The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 

Since 2013, the ENVforum has been actively engaged in the global discussion surrounding the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs), which were adopted by the UN Member States in the UN Sustainable 
Development Summit in September 2015. The ENVforum was given its mandate by the ASEM Summit in 
Vientiane, Lao PDR in November 2012. Going beyond its traditional format, the ENVforum launched a 
program to contribute to the bottom-up process that supports the implementation and monitoring of SDGs 
by providing Asian and European countries with key insights into sustainable development planning. The 
program is based on three pillars: 

• It undertakes research on SDGs and their associated indicators; 
• It organises knowledge-hub meetings of experts working on SDGs and indicators as well as on the 

Green Economy; and 
• It disseminates the outcomes of consultations to policymakers. 

Multi-stakeholder cooperation between international organisations, governments, businesses and the civil 
society will be required to address a variety of implementation challenges to translate the SDGs into reality. 
The ENVforum provides a platform for such multi-stakeholder cooperation to take place and supports 
global discussions with insights gained from its research on SDGs. 

1.3 Partners 

The Asia-Europe Environment Forum (ENVforum) programme was initiated by ASEF and is a partnership 
between ASEF, the Hanns Seidel Foundation (HSF), ASEM SMEs Eco-Innovation Center (ASEIC), the 
Swedish International Development Agency (Sida) represented by Stockholm Environment Institute (SEI) 
and the Institute of Global Environmental Strategies (IGES). 
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Profile of 2019 Partners 

  

 

 The Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF) promotes understanding, strengthens relationships 
and facilitates cooperation among the people, institutions and organisations of Asia and 
Europe. ASEF enhances dialogue, enables exchanges and encourages collaboration across 
the thematic areas of culture, education, governance, sustainable development, economy 
and public health.  

ASEF is an intergovernmental not-for-profit organisation located in Singapore. Founded in 
1997, it is the only institution of the Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM). 

ASEF runs more than 25 projects a year, consisting of around 100 activities, mainly 
conferences, seminars, workshops, lectures, publications, and online platforms, together 
with about 125 partner organisations. Each year over 3,000 Asians and Europeans 
participate in ASEF's activities, and much wider audiences are reached through its various 
events, networks and web-portals. 

For more information, please visit www.ASEF.org 
 

 

 

 The Stockholm Environment Institute (SEI) was established in 1989 by the Swedish 
Government. Its goal is to bring about change for sustainable development by bridging 
science and policy. SEI does this by providing integrated analysis that supports decision-
makers.  

For more information, please visit www.sei-international.org 
 

 

 

 ASEM SMEs Eco-Innovation Center (ASEIC) was established in 2011 with the principal 
mandate of promoting Asia-Europe cooperation to create and enhance eco-innovation of 
small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in both regions. Having agreed upon the 
importance of SMEs as the main engine of innovation and growth, ASEM member countries 
have joined together to create ASEIC as an international platform where growing 
environmental regulations and eco-innovative technologies are shared, and new business 
opportunities are created, and ultimately implementing the vision of green growth around 
the globe.  

For more information, please visit: www.aseic.org  
 

 

 

 The Hanns Seidel Foundation (HSF) is an official German Political Foundation. It is 
entrusted by the German Parliament with a mandate, which lies at the core of the task of 
promoting democratic and sustainable structures worldwide.  This mandate involves the 
strengthening of the relevant institutions and persons, procedures and norms and the 
requisite attitudes enabling such development to take place.  HSF is represented with 
project offices in more than 60 countries, conducting more than 100 projects globally.   

For more information, please visit www.hss.de or www.hss.de/southeastasia 
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 Established in 1998, the Institute for Global Environmental Strategies (IGES) is an 
independent, not-for-profit think tank, based in Japan. It goes beyond research to provide 
practical ways to protect the earth's environment and to realise greater sustainability and 
equity in the global community. While the outlook of IGES is global, the principal 
geographical scope of its activities is Asia and the Pacific region, an area which is 
experiencing rapid economic development and which will affect the global environment 
through its population growth, urban environmental problems and other environmental 
issues.  

For more information, please visit www.iges.or.jp      
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2. Activities 
Overview of Activities from January 2019 to December 2019 

S/N Event Location Date 

1 5th Regional Conference on SDGs Implementation 
Luang Prabang, Lao 

PDR 
26-27 Mar 2019 

2 World Circular Economy Forum 2019 Side Event Helsinki, Finland 5 Jun 2019 

3 
Global Research Forum on Sustainable Production 

and Consumption 2019 
Hong Kong, China 26-29 Jun 2019 

4 ENVforum Annual Conference 2019 Yokohama, Japan 29-30 Jul 2019 

5 
Sustainable Development Transformation Forum 

2019 
Incheon, Korea 22-24 Oct 2019 

6 
25th United Nations Climate Change Conference 

(COP25) Side Events 
Madrid, Spain Multiple dates 

2.1 5th Regional Conference on SDGs Implementation 

Date(s): 26-27 Mar 2019 
Venue(s): Luang Prabang, Lao PDR 
Participants/Audience: 46 participants 
ASEF Website: http://www.asef.org/projects/themes/sustainable-

development/4672-5th-clmv-conference- 
 

The 5th Regional Conference on SDGs Implementation “Measuring SDG12 Implementation Progress in 
Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar, Viet Nam and the Philippines” took place on 26-27 March 2019 in Luang 
Prabang, Lao PDR. The event was co-organised by the Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF) and the Hanns Seidel 
Foundation (HSF), hosted by the Ministry of Planning of Lao PDR. This conference was the fifth regional 
event on the implementation of SDGs and was jointly delivered by ASEF, HSF and the governments of CLMV 
countries and the Philippines, under the Asia-Europe Environment Forum (ENVforum). 

The focus of the event is on the implementation of SDG12 and its challenges in Cambodia, Lao PDR, 
Myanmar, Viet Nam and the Philippines. The conference also saw the launch of the publication entitled 
“Sustainable Consumption and Production in Lao PDR after the Voluntary National Review: Policy Options 
for Effective Implementation and Monitoring” which was the result of research which began in early 2018. 
The publication assesses the current state of affairs and gives policy recommendations for short- and long-
term changes to the Lao PDR’s strategic plans across various ministries. In his keynote remarks, Mr 
Anouparb Vongnorkeo, Director General, Department of International Organization, Ministry of Foreign 
Affair and Head of National SDG Secretariat, Lao PDR, emphasised the importance of building public 
awareness and engaging national, sub-national and local stakeholders in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development as a crucial step for a successful implementation. 

  



 

6 | P a g e  
 

2.2 World Circular Economy Forum 2019 Side-Event 

Date(s): 5 June 2019 
Venue(s): Helsinki, Finland 
Participants/Audience: 48 participants 
ASEF Website: http://www.asef.org/projects/themes/sustainable-

development/4723-closing-the-loop-wcef2019- 
 

The ENVforum hosted a side-event at the World Circular Economy Forum 2019, 5 June 2019, in Helsinki, 
Finland, to launch its publication entitled “Closing the loop: ASEM's transition towards achieving a circular 
economy”. The publication reviews the implementation experience of ASEM Partner countries with SDG 
12 on Responsible Consumption and Production, providing a bird's-eye view of how ASEM Partner 
countries approach the implementation of SDG 12 targets and integrate them into national strategies, 
target-setting, and monitoring activities. The publication stressed that in order to achieve the targets of 
SDG 12, ASEM Partners will need to address the full production and consumption cycle of natural 
resources and support a circular economy transition. 

2.3 Global Research Forum on Sustainable Production and Consumption 2019 

Date(s): 26-29 June 2019 
Venue(s): Hong Kong, China 
Participants/Audience: 135 participants 
ASEF Website: http://www.asef.org/projects/themes/sustainable-

development/4820-GRF2019 
 

The ENVforum co-organised the 4th Global Research Forum on Sustainable Consumption and Production 
on 26-29 June 2019, in Hong Kong, China, with Institute for Global Environmental Strategies (IGES), 
National Institute for Environmental Studies, SWITCH to Green Initiative and SWITCH Asia Programme. The 
forum titled “Transforming Production and Consumption: Bridging Sustainability Research with Policy and 
Practice” brought together researchers and practitioners engaged in research on the worldwide transition 
to sustainable production and consumption systems. The goal of this gathering was to enhance 
development and adoption of production and consumption policies, practices and systems which meet 
basic needs – especially of the poor and vulnerable – and provide prosperity, while conserving natural 
resources and protecting the environment. ENVforum organised a plenary session on the sustainable 
consumption and production of food, plastics, and textiles on 28 June 2019. The session included 
presentations on the outcomes from the ENVforum Annual Conference 2018 held in Warsaw, Poland. 
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2.4 ENVforum Annual Conference 2019 

Date(s): 29-30 July 2019 
Venue(s): Yokohama, Japan 
Participants/Audience: 106 participants 
ASEF Website: http://www.asef.org/projects/themes/sustainable-

development/4665-envforum-annual-conference-2019 
 

The Asia-Europe Environment Forum (ENVforum) Annual Conference 2019 was held from 29 to 30 July 
2019 at the Pacifico Yokohama in Yokohama, Japan. This conference was organised by the ENVforum 
consortium and hosted by the Institute for Global Environmental Strategies (IGES), Japan.  

The topic for this year’s conference was “The Role of Consumers in Triggering Change in Consumption & 
Production”, where various stakeholders from civil society organisations, governments, and businesses 
came together to discuss the role of the consumer in ensuring sustainable consumption and production 
(SCP), as part of Sustainable Development Goal 12 (SDG 12). This conference is a follow-up from last 
year’s conference, which was focused on working towards a circular economy. This conference also 
touched on health priorities when ensuring SCP, where experts discussed the future of food, with a special 
focus on Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) and a sustainable lifestyle. This was the first time ENVforum 
brought in issues related to health, a topic that affects the global population, regardless of socio-economic 
status. The 2-day conference consisted of several interactive sessions on single-use plastics and the future 
of food, allowing for the exchange of presentations showcasing national progress and achievements by 
representatives from Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM) partners as well as plenary discussions on relevant 
aspects of SCP and circular economy. 

The conference put forward key messages and policy recommendations on the topic of single-use plastic 
and food-health-sustainability nexus. In their keynote remarks, both H.E. Satoru MORISHITA, Vice Minister 
for Global Environmental Affairs, Ministry of the Environment of Japan, and H.E. Eang SOPHALLETH, 
Secretary of State, Ministry of Environment, Cambodia, stressed the importance of SDG 12 in achieving 
2030 Agenda due to its crosscutting nature with the most interlinkages with other SDGs. 

2.5 Sustainable Development Transformation Forum 2019, 22-24 Oct 2019, 
Incheon, Korea 

Date(s): 22-24 October 2019 
Venue(s): Incheon, Korea 
Participants/Audience: 146 participants 
ASEF Website: http://www.asef.org/projects/themes/sustainable-

development/4912-SDTF2019 
 

Since 2013, ENVforum has been regularly contributing to the Sustainable Development Transformation 
Forum (SDTF) as a knowledge partner, bringing experts on sustainable development and presenting 
outcomes of ENVforum research on Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). SDTF 2019 titled “How Can 
We Achieve Transformations Needed?” focused centrally on what it will take to achieve the fundamental 
transformations in energy, industrial, food and other systems needed to shift courses from a Business-as-
Usual path. The forum explored diverse issues including the political economy and behavioural economics. 
More than 100 participants from Civil Society Organisations, Think Tanks, Academic Institutions, 



 

8 | P a g e  
 

governments, UN Agencies, Development Banks, and private sector from around the world were present 
at the forum. The forum was hosted by the United Nations Office for Sustainable Development (UNOSD). 

2.6 25th United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP25) Side-Events 

Date(s): Multiple dates (see details below) 
Venue(s): Madrid, Spain 
Participants/Audience: ~200 participants 
ASEF Website: http://www.asef.org/projects/themes/sustainable-

development/4939-envforum-side-events-@cop25 
 

The 25th United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP25) took place in Madrid, Spain, from 2-13 
December 2019. The ENVforum co-organised multiple side-events during the duration of the conference. 

The first side-event “Towards a Plastic Free ASEM – 3R Practices in Asia & Europe” was held on 5 
December 2019 at the Korea Pavilion. The event was co-organised with UNOSD and Center for Climate 
and Sustainable Development Law and Policy (CSDLAP). The side-event explored practical examples of 
local initiatives to reduce plastic waste in Asia and Europe. 

The side-event “Reflecting on 5 years of implementing Fossil Fuel to Renewable Energy Transition 
Workshops" was held on 7 December 2019 in collaboration with UNOSD. The event explored experiences 
from countries such as Costa Rica and South Korea as well as from different groups and organizations 
working towards renewable energy transition. 

The side-event “Turning Commitments into Actions: Catalysing Systems Transformation to Mitigate Plastic-
Related GHGs” was ENVforum’s first official side-event at the UN Climate Change Conference. The event 
was held on 9 December 2019 in collaboration with Climate-KIC. The event explored different public and 
private actions on mitigating plastic pollution and GHGs emission. 

The side-event “Asia-Europe Cooperation on Low Carbon Development” was held on 10 December 2019 
in collaboration with CSDLAP, Climate Change Center and Global Green Growth Institute. The saw the 
sharing of experiences among countries and related stakeholders to identify how to better realise low 
carbon development in Asia. 

The last side-event “Increasing Climate Ambition through Capacity Building Among Youth and Educators” 
was held on 12 December 2019 by the Energy Studies Institute. The event explored evidence-based case 
studies of practices involving youths and educators that advance climate action and ambition while 
promoting the effective and lasting implementation of the Paris Agreement. 
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