
	

    
	

 

  

 

Since its creation in 2003, the Asia-Europe Environment Forum (ENVforum) has actively brought together 
stakeholders from Asia and Europe through facilitated dialogue and knowledge exchange to explore different 
points of view and new perspectives with regard to serious environmental challenges. The goal of the 
ENVforum is to provide a forum for discussion on global challenges in sustainable development, and other 
environment-related issues under its Sustainable Development and Environment theme. 

In the initial years (2003-2010), 7 Roundtables were organised on themes such as the role of renewable 
energy in combating climate change, the management of hazardous chemicals and substances, energy 
sustainability, and the role of biodiversity and ecosystem services. In addition, several focused Panel 
Discussions at the Track II level have also been organised on biotechnology, climate change (discussing a 
post-2012 regime), agriculture, REDD and the post-Copenhagen environment. 

In 2010, the ENVforum launched “Asia-Europe Strategies for the Earth Summit 2012” which 
supported preparations for the 2012 UN Conference on Sustainable Development. The 
ENVforum hosted a series of workshops convening a group of 80 experts, whose research is 
presented in “Global Architectures for Sustainable Development Delivery: Asia-Europe 
Strategies for the ‘Rio+20 Earth Summit’ 2012”. This report assesses options for reform in 
the International Framework for Sustainable Development, maps sustainable development 
governance structures in Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM) countries, and evaluates  
International Environmental Governance reform.  

From 2013 to 2015, the ENVforum focused its activities on the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The 
ENVforum generated a research series on SDGs entitled “Sustainable Development Goals 
and Indicators for a Small Planet”, starting off with research on a possible methodology in 
creating an effective goal framework and illustrative SDGs based on 14 ASEM countries. To 
assess how these Small Planet goals might be monitored and implemented, the ENVforum 
also conducted research on identifying the best available indicators for sustainable 
development, exploring options for financing sustainable development, and supporting SDG 
implementation on the national level through 2 case studies.  

Alongside its research outputs, the ENVforum has also conducted capacity building workshops to support 
policymakers in mainstreaming the 2030 Agenda and addressing climate change. It also organises and 
presents its findings in international conferences to promote knowledge exchange between Asia and Europe 
on issues related to sustainable development and the SDGs.  

How does ENVforum work?  

The ENVforum is a partnership of the Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF); the Government of Sweden through the 
Regional Asia Environment Conference Support Programme administered by Stockholm Environment Institute (SEI); 
the Hanns Seidel Foundation (HSF); the ASEM SMEs Eco-Innovation Center (ASEIC); and the Institute for Global 
Environmental Strategies (IGES). 

The mix of organisations involved reflects the on-going multistakeholders’ dialogue on the environment and 
sustainable development in Europe and Asia: between regional organisations and regional blocs; individual Asian 
and European countries; governments and civil society; academia and practitioners; and grassroots movements 
and the international community. 

Steering Committee Members advise on the forum’s strategic direction and integrate its findings into their 
respective agendas. Members include representatives of the ASEAN Secretariat, the Asian Development Bank 
(ADB), the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences (CASS), the Earth Council (Philippines), the DG Environment of the 
European Commission (EC), the European Environment Agency (EEA), KEHATI – The Indonesian Biodiversity 
Foundation, the Regional Environmental Center for Central and Eastern Europe (REC) and The Energy and 
Resources Institute (TERI – India). 

“A dialogue on the environment and sustainable development in the two 
regions: between regional organisations and regional blocs; individual Asian 
and European countries; governments and civil society; academia and 
practitioners; and grassroots movements and the international community” 



	

       
These publications were co-funded by Government of Sweden  

The ENVforum has been conducting research on Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) since 2013, all of which are 
available for download and use under the Creative Commons license. 

 Sustainable Development Goals and 
Indicators for a Small Planet 
Part I: Methodology and Goal Framework 
The publication is a tool for government officials to guide on 
the formulation of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) at a 
national level. This innovative study presents a set of 
illustrative goals and indicators created by analysing the 
connections between proposed SDGs and national strategic 
documents. 

Available for download here: 

 

 Sustainable Development Goals and 
Indicators for a Small Planet 
Part II: Measuring Sustainability 
This report complements “Part I: Methodology and Goal 
Framework” by proposing a set of illustrative Sustainable 
Development Indicators that reflect individuals countries’ 
respective priorities, goals and targets with regard to 
sustainability. 

Available for download here: 

 

	 Who Will Pay for the Sustainable 
Development Goals? 
Addressing Development Challenges in ASEM 
Countries 
 
This study provides an overview of the post-2015 development 
financing landscape, explores the implications for ASEM 
countries, and provides ideas for reforms to national tax 
systems and for improving domestic development financing.  
 

Available for download here: 

 

	 Sustainable Development Goals and 
Indicators for a Small Planet 
Securing Means of Implementation in  
Viet Nam and Poland 
These studies focus on the national level challenges relating 
to SDG implementation in Viet Nam and Poland, respectively. 
These publications aim to support ASEM countries in 
implementing and monitoring SDGs by offering a selection of 
thematic case studies based on practical experience. 

Viet Nam case study  
available for download here: 

 
(Poland case study upcoming) 

 

Handbook for ASEAN Government 
Officials on Climate Change and SDGs 
Upon introducing the evidence of climate change and global 
climate negotiations, this manual elaborates on the role of 
regional groups in these negotiations and focuses on ASEAN 
climate change challenges and policies on both national and 
regional level. 
 

Available for download here: 

 

 

For more information, please visit www.asef.org or contact Ms Grazyna PUŁAWSKA (grazyna.pulawska[at]asef.org) 
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