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Asia-Europe Environment Forum 

Established in 2003, the ENVforum is a partnership of the Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF); ASEM SMEs Eco-

Innovation Center (ASEIC); the Swedish International Development Agency (Sida) in cooperation with the Stockholm 

Environment Institute Asia (SEI); the Hanns Seidel Foundation (HSF); and the Institute for Global Environmental 

Strategies (IGES) in cooperation with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). During the first decade of 

its operation, the ENVforum has organized over 50 high-level international meetings, roundtables, conferences and 

workshops, bringing together over 1200 selected participants from government, ministries, academia, international 

organizations, NGOs and civil society and also authored seven prominent publications.  

The Asia-Europe Environment Forum (ENVforum) aims to foster inter-regional cooperation between Europe and Asia 

on sustainable development and its environmental dimensions. To support such collaboration, the ENVforum aims 

to provide a multi-stakeholder platform for knowledge-sharing, capacity building, to offer up-to-date information for 

policy makers and partner organizations on environmental themes, and to contribute to the formulation of sound 

political decisions that are mindful of their environmental impacts. 

From 2013 to 2015, the ENVforum has been actively engaged in the global debate over the future set of 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), which are to be set within the context of the post-2015 development 

process. To pursue this activity, the ENVforum was given its mandate by the ASEM Summit in Vientiane, Laos in 

November 2012. Going beyond its traditional format, the ENVforum launched a program to contribute to the bottom-

up process that supports the creation of SDGs and to supply Asian and European countries with a plan for 

sustainable development to be enacted when the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) expire in 2015. The 

program is based on three pillars:  

 It undertakes research on possible SDGs and their associated indicators;  

 It organizes knowledge-hub meetings of experts working on SDGs creation and indicators as well as 

on the Green Economy; and  

 It disseminates the outcomes of consultations to policy makers.  

The ENVforum held its 11th conference on 29-30 September in Brussels, Belgium. The high-profile conference was 

titled Sustainable Development Goals for Asia and Europe: Means of Implementation for Post-2015 Development 

Agenda. The Conference brought together leading experts from both Asia and Europe, and the event included 

participation from representatives from ASEAN, the OECD, the European Commission, the European Environmental 

Agency, UN DESA and UNIDO.  The event was hosted in partnership with the European Economic and Social 

Committee. 

This report offers an overview of the most pressing implementation challenges of the post-2015 development 

agenda discussed during the conference, as well as providing a summary of its outcomes.  
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Asia-Europe Environment (ENVforum) and its involvement in the Post-2015 Development Agenda 

After the post-2015 development agenda is approved by the Member States of the United Nations (UN), 

international organizations, governments, businesses and the civil society will need to address a variety of 

implementation challenges to turn the Sustainable Development Goals into reality. As part of the ENVforum 

contribution to the debate surrounding the post-2015 agenda development process, the ENVforum Conference 

examined key aspects of the means of implementation, including financing options and governance challenges. The 

ENVforum’s latest research publication, Sustainable Development Goals and Indicators for a Small Planet – Part II: 

Measuring Sustainability was also launched at the conference. In addition, during the second day of the event also 

covered the role of businesses and national governments in the post-2015 development agenda implementation. 

 

Left to right: Welcoming notes to participants from Mr. Christophe YVETOT, Director of the UNIDO, Representational Office to 

the European Union; Mr. Eisaku Toda, Principal Researcher, Institute for Global Environmental Strategies (IGES); Ms. Brenda 

King, Member of the European Economic and Social Committee; H.E. Ambassador ZHANG Yan, Executive Director, Asia-Europe 

Foundation (ASEF); Mr. Axel Neubert, Resident Representative, Hanns Seidel Foundation Viet Nam (HSF); Ms. Ji Hyung Joo, 

Project Manager, ASEM Eco-Innovation Center for SMEs (ASEIC) and Mr. Ulf BJÖRNHOLM OTTOSSON, Head of the UNEP 

Brussels Liaison Office.  

Ambassador ZHANG Yan, Executive Director, Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF), explained that ASEF has been 

undertaking various activities in the area of sustainable development with the ENVforum partners, including the 

Stockholm Environment Institute, the Hans Seidel Foundation, the ASEM SMEs Eco-Innovation Centre and the 

Institute for Global Environmental Strategies. Since 2012, in line with the Chair’s Statement of the last meeting of 

Asian and European Heads of States or Head of governments, the ENVforum has been working on developing an 

illustrative set of Sustainable Development Goals for Asia and Europe and its underlying indicators. This is a priority 

because one of the key upcoming components of the research on the post-2015 development agenda concerns 

how to implement sustainable development strategies. The 11th ENVforum Conference is dedicated to the means of 

implementation of SDGs and discusses challenges from financing and governance perspectives. As was the case 

with previous research efforts, ASEF looks first at what already exists at the national level in ASEM countries, then 

identifies existing best practices, to finally propose ways to implement them in as many countries as possible.  

Ambassador Zhang outlined that the upcoming 10th ASEM Summit in Milan, Italy on “Responsible Partnership for 
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Sustainable Growth and Security” can serve as an important opportunity to build up consensus among Asian and 

European countries on sustainable development issues.  

Challenges of SDGs implementation 

To give an overview of major SDG implementation challenges that governments may be facing after 2015, three 

keynote speakers were invited to share their views.  

 

Mr. Stephan AUER, Director, Multilateral Relations and Global Issues, European External Action Service outlined that 

2015 will be a decisive year both for setting the global development agenda and for tackling the climate challenge. 

The European Union (EU) recognizes the importance of global partnership for the implementation of the SDGs and 

promotes co-operation beyond traditional aid activities. The profile of Asian countries has been changing with rapid 

industrialization and poverty reduction, and it is also expected that 90% of global growth in next 10-15 years will 

happen outside Europe. Thus, Mr. Auer noted that there should be increased national effort in implementation, all 

countries should implement policies in line with the SDGs, and development plans should be framed around the 

principles of universality and sustainable development. In implementation of global goals, lessons learnt should be 

drawn from previous experiences. At the same time, Mr. Auer highlighted the  importance of laying down and acting 

according to implementation principles, including common but differentiated responsibilities, mutual accountability 

and coherence with other initiatives (such as the Busan partnership or the Aichi targets).  

 

Ms. Astrid SCHOMAKER, Head of E2 Unit Global Sustainability, Trade & Multilateral Agreements, DG Environment, 

European Commission emphasized the tremendous challenge of creating a set of goals that are applicable to all 

countries, since there is no blueprint for such an exercise. She outlined that the UN Open Working Group (OWG) on 

SDGs has successfully achieved a balance between key elements of development (natural resources, economic 

development, social justice and inclusive growth) and proposed a set of goals that are not competitive, but 

complementary. According to Ms. Schomaker, in 2015, global consensus will be needed to address the challenges 

related to the implementation of SDGs. Such challenges include communication of the goals and raising awareness 

among the public, implementation mechanisms that stimulate all countries to work towards the goals, and balanced 

integration of sustainability principles into national policies. She added that issues that require further discussion 

include policy coherence both at the global and the EU level, financing needs, monitoring, data revolution, 

accountability, transparency and the role of the UN in these processes.  

 

“We talk about developed countries not because we don’t want to talk about poor countries, but to acknowledge 

that developed countries also need to address the sustainability challenge.” - Ms. Astrid Schomaker, DG 

Environment, European Commission  
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Mr. Stephan AUER, Director, Multilateral Relations and Global Issues, European External Action Service (EEAS); Ms. Astrid 

SCHOMAKER Head of E2 Unit Global Sustainability, Trade & Multilateral Agreements, DG Environment, European Commission; 

Ms. Brenda KING, Member of the European Economic and Social Committee; Dr. Suzanty SITORUS  Vice-Chair of KEHATI - 

Indonesia Biodiversity Foundation Executive Board, Secretary of Finance Working Group, Indonesia National Council on Climate 

Change and Member of the UNFCCC Standing Committee on Finance 

Dr. Suzanty SITORUS, Vice-Chair of KEHATI - Indonesia Biodiversity Foundation Executive Board and Secretary of 

Finance Working Group, Indonesia National Council on Climate Change and Member of the UNFCCC Standing 

Committee on Finance suggested that for successful implementation of the post-2015 development agenda, there 

will be a need for an extensive harmonization with existing strategies and policies, since the SDGs will not be 

implemented in a vacuum. She added that while the design of previous development programs and underlying 

financing schemes were primarily made by international organizations supported by experts, governments would 

need to have a more prominent role for the SDG implementation. She noted that existing processes and 

programmes should be improved to do so, with sustainable development objectives incorporated into long-term 

development planning on the national level, and new initiatives to correct current policies. She added that 

governments also see themselves as the main communicator for SDGs and that new methods of communication, 

such as the internet and social media, can support them in more intensive social interactions. As for financing, she 

stated that governments of emerging economies have to change development-financing activities and utilize public 

financing more intensively with better co-ordination and streamlining of different funds and identification of 

innovative sources to raise new resources. Setting climate funds is a good example of innovative sources, in terms 

of practices related to strong coherence and co-ordination of funds, mobilization of private finance and regular 

measurement and reporting.  

  



 Asia-Europe Environment Forum (ENVforum) 
  

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

7 

 

Sustainable Development Goals: Monitoring: Sustainability 

Prof. Laszlo PINTER, Senior Fellow, IISD & Professor, Central 

European University presented the second part of the Sustainable 

Development Goals and Indicators for a Small Planet study, which is 

a significant part of the ENVforum’s contribution to the global 

discussion on SDGs. The report focuses on measuring sustainability 

within the post-2015 development agenda: it offers indicators for 11 

illustrative goals and sub-goals based on research in 14 Asian and 

European countries that were previously published in Part I of the 

same report. The selected ASEM countries for this research were 

Australia, Bangladesh, China, India, Indonesia, Japan, Republic of 

Korea and Singapore in Asia; and France, Germany, Hungary, Poland, 

Sweden and Switzerland in Europe.  

Prof Pinter explained that findings for Part I of the report highlighted 

the importance of appropriate indicators attached to the goals and 

sub-goals and the assessment of related data availability. To test 

how the Small Planet goals and sub-goals might be monitored, the 

Part II research aimed to identify the best available indicators and 

advance a set of tools for countries to measure progress in achieving 

sustainability in the post-2015 period. The indicator selection was based on an extensive review of existing 

indicators in the 14 countries with global considerations and research efforts also taken into account where country 

experience was insufficient. In all cases, indicator selection was informed by higher-level principles related to 

sustainable development measurement and assessment. In most cases, three indicators are identified for each sub-

goal and where applicable, covering the social, economic and environmental dimensions of sustainable 

development.  

“Indicators are technical tools, but to ensure that they make a difference, they should be plugged into a broader 

governance framework to help us better understand the Sustainable Development Goals. This can be called the 

political economy of measurement.” - Laszlo Pinter, IISD and Central European University  

Addressing questions from the audience, Prof. Pinter explained that indicators are just entry points (tools) to define 

forward-looking scenarios development. The report proposes illustrative set of indicators, however it does not define 

desired target levels, since this will require a more in-depth country level analysis. To support countries in such 

exercises, ASEF has carried out capacity-building activities and as a next step of the research; it aims to develop 

national case studies.   
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Figure 1 An iterative approach to integrated global-national perspectives in SDG selection  

 

Source: Pinter L. et al, 2014 Sustainable Development Goals and Indicators for a Small Planet 

 

Ms. Eun Kyung JANG, Manager of Eco-services Consulting 

presented the 2014 version of the ASEM Eco-Innovation Index 

(ASEI) 2014. Ms. Jang explained that eco-innovation can be 

considered as one of the routes to sustainable development and 

the ASEI is a tool proposed to measure eco-innovation efforts at 

the country level. The ASEI may show a definitive ranking of 

countries that can help to understand factors influencing eco-

innovation, providing a snapshot of global and regional trends 

and enhance eco-innovation analysis based on quantitative 

research and data.  It may also suggest a blueprint for 

successful eco-innovation policy measures and institutional 

framework by building a research foundation for policy makers, 

by increasing awareness of eco-innovation paradigms, and by 

communicating the importance of eco-innovation at the global 

stage. Since there is no agreed set of indicators that accurately 

measure eco-innovation, the ASEI is an evolving project. For the 

current, third edition, the theoretical background was 

strengthened, the analytical framework was enhanced, eco-

innovation strategies were identified and presented in each 

ASEM member country and a strategy was developed to promote 

the public awareness of the index.  While the ASEI 2012 

included 15 countries, the ASEI 2014 was extended to 49 

countries from Europe and Asia and includes 20 indicators 

grouped under 4 criteria. The results of the ASEI will be 
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published at the end of 2014 and will be presented at various events, including the 4th The World Sustainability 

Forum. 

 

Expert comments from Ms. Petra FAGERHOLM, Head of Group, Executive Director’s Office, European Environment 

Agency (EEA) and Dr. Raman LETCHUMANAN, Former Head of Environment Unit, ASEAN Secretariat outlined various 

points related to the works presented.  

Ms. Fagerholm emphasized that the Small Planet report outlined the importance of universality and the need for 

country ownership in SDG monitoring. She added that the report is also a good example to showcase how to marry 

different indicators from different organizations on different topics, which can be of use for the network of the 

European Environment Agency (EEA).  With regards to the experience of Europe, she explained that the EEA regularly 

updates 40 environmental sustainability indicators for its Member States. These indicators aim to underpin policy-

making, as well as to follow and assess policy processes. At the same time, she noted that the indicators are not 

fully suited to what should be measured for the post-2015 development agenda, concluding that indicator definition 

is a member state led process and the EEA needs to understand how and what each country will start to monitor. 

 

Dr. Raman LETCHUMANAN, Former Head of Environment Unit, ASEAN Secretariat (left) and Ms. Petra FAGERHOLM, Head of 

Group, Executive Director’s Office, European Environment Agency (EEA) (right). 

Dr Letchumanan outlined that the Small Planet report highlighted the necessity of an integrated approach to 

sufficiently monitor sustainable development indicators, which most countries are currently lacking. With regards to 

the experience of Southeast Asia, he explained that in ASEAN, systematic environmental monitoring activities are 

missing and there is a need to build the capacity of countries to monitor environmental problems/issues in a 

systematic way. He outlined that an integrated approach is also needed for developing and assessing indicators and 

the Daly pyramid, used in the Small Planet report, can be a useful approach for this. Most current indicators aim to 

measure the outcomes, but more indicators should be developed and collected to assess the means of 

implementation (resources).  For national-level capacity improvement, co-operation between Europe and Asia can be 

considered. 
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Discussion Panel on Challenges of Post-2015 Implementation 

Moderated by Mr. Jong Soo YOON, Head of Office, United Nations Office for Sustainable Development (UNOSD) and 

Ella Antonio, President, Earth Council Asia-Pacific a discussion panel aimed to further discuss the major challenges 

for the implementation of the post-2015 development agenda and bring together different point of views.  

 

 

From left to right: Mr. Jong Soo YOON, Head of Office, United Nations Office for Sustainable Development (UNOSD); Ella Antonio 

President, Earth Council Asia-Pacific; Mr. Eisaku TODA, Principal Researcher, Institute for Global Environmental Strategies 

(IGES); Mr. Ismid HADAD, Chair of the Governing Board of KEHATI - Indonesia Biodiversity Foundation; Dr Mauro PISU, Senior 

Economist, Economics Department, Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) and Dr Nguyen Van Tai, 

Director General, Institute of Strategy and Policy on Natural Resources and Environment, Viet Nam 

  

Mr. Eisaku TODA, Principal Researcher, Institute for Global Environmental Strategies (IGES) summarized major 

sustainability challenges for the post-2015 development agenda. He explained that while only one of the MDGs 

(goal 7) focused on sustainability, the SDGs are expected to address and incorporate all three dimensions of 

sustainable development and their interlinkages in a more balanced way. For example, sustainable consumption 

and production was recognized as one of the overarching objectives of and essential requirements for sustainable 

development in The Future We Want, the Rio+20 outcome document. Moreover, many of the 17 goals proposed by 

the OWG on SDGs focus on or address sustainability. Specifically, Goal 12 aims to ensure sustainable consumption 

and production patterns. This issue is of specific importance for Japan; the country has approved a basic law for a 

sound material-cycle society in 2001. To monitor progress towards sustainable consumption and production 

objectives, Japan considers various material flow indicators, including resource productivity, cyclical use rate and 

final disposal amount. All these indicators have shown steady progress since 1995 towards their targets, due to 

implementation of the 3Rs principles.  

“Major challenges of sustainable consumption and production include the transformation of societal values, 

improvement of resource efficiency and reduction of environmental footprint from resource use. For improved 

monitoring, “Beyond GDP” metrics should be designed and resource efficiency, GHG intensity and other ecological 

footprints indicators should be considered.” - Mr. Eisaku Toda, Institute for Global Environmental Strategies  

Mr. Ismid HADAD, Chair of the Governing Board of KEHATI - Indonesia Biodiversity Foundation discussed the green 

development experience in Indonesia. Mr. Hadad explained that Indonesia’s national development agenda is 

focused on a pro-growth, pro-jobs, pro-poor and pro-environment approach. At the same time, the lack of 

institutional co-ordination represents a major barrier to green development.  In Indonesia, ministries focus on 
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specific issues, thinking in silos and remaining reluctant to deal with cross-cutting issues or to involve different 

stakeholders. Co-ordination difficulties also persist among central and local governments, since the governance 

system is very much decentralized. For financing green development, communities and the private sector should be 

involved. This would require capacity-building and stakeholder-engagement processes. Lastly, he added that the 

pursuit of green development requires better measures to be developed for valuation of eco-system services and 

gender or social equity.   

Dr. Nguyen Van Tai, Director General, Institute of Strategy and Policy on Natural Resources and Environment, Viet 

Nam, presented the experience of Vietnam with MDGs  and the key issues to consider for SDG implementation . 

Following sustained rapid economic growth over the past few decades, Viet Nam has now attained lower middle-

income country status and strengthened inclusive and equitable social development. Viet Nam has also made 

significant progress in progressing towards the MDGs and most of the targets have been successfully implemented. 

While strong progress has been made towards the environmental sustainability objective (MDG 7), it is unlikely that 

Viet Nam will achieve the target by 2015. First, Viet Nam is one of the most vulnerable countries to climate change, 

and its vulnerability negatively impacted the achievement of key targets. Secondly, the decades of high and rapid 

economic growth, which provided strong poverty reduction and social development, have also led to environmental 

degradation. Recognizing that a healthy environment is essential for a healthy population to grow a healthy economy, 

the Government is now committed to reversing this trend and has adopted green growth as the key pillar of its 

sustainable development strategy for 2011 – 2020. Vietnam considers the SDGs as a supporting framework to 

drive this transition and promote global partnerships.  

“The global and regional SDGs must be consistent with national goals and specific programs should address each 

goal, targeting specific issues, specific group of people, in specific areas. “Dr Nguyen Van Tai, Institute of Strategy 

and Policy on Natural Resources and Environment, Viet Nam 

Dr. Mauro PISU, Senior Economist, Economics Department, Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 

Development (OECD) gave a presentation on monitoring challenges associated with the post-2015 development 

agenda and the role of OECD in this process.  He explained that the OECD can contribute to monitoring by 

developing new approaches for measuring, as well as monitoring financing for development by monitoring green 

growth and environmental sustainability, by strengthening national statistical systems, by building effective 

institutions and accountability mechanisms, and by developing peace- and state-building goals. One of the 

responsibilities of the OECD-Development Assistance Committee (DAC) is to track financial flows for development 

and official development assistance (ODA). In conjunction with this task, the OECD aims to support the international 

community to modernise the post-2015 statistical system and to explore new ways to measure development finance. 

The OECD also works on measuring green growth. Activities included development and monitoring of green growth 

indicators, economic surveys and specific thematic work. One of the latest thematic works of OECD is a study on 

“Green Growth in Southeast Asia”. The report will be launched in November 2014 and will include a data set of 

green growth indicators for Southeast Asian countries.  

“Economic growth, human well-being and environmental performance are inseparable: in the South-East region 

there is window of opportunity to promote such integrated development, but political leadership is key to set out 

right policies and institutions.” Dr.  Mauro Pisu, Economics Department, OECD 

Comments from the audience following the presentations outlined that regional level co-operation in implementation 

and monitoring of the post-2015 development agenda will be crucial. However, for such co-operation, national 

commitments will be an important precondition. Co-operation for successful monitoring will be also crucial among 

non-governmental and private organizations.  
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Governance of and for SDGs’ Implementation 

To further discuss the governance aspects of SDG implementation challenges, a working group discussion was 

organized with participants to assess various options for governance models. The session started with a panel 

discussion, including three speakers.  

Dr. Ingeborg NIESTROY, Public Strategy for Sustainable Development outlined that governance should be viewed as 

one of the main means of implementation in the future SDG framework. Governance framework has evolved over 

the years and the best governance framework for and of the future SDGs can be developed based on modern 

governance theories and by assessment of practical experiences. Dr. Niestroy made the distinction between five 

normative governance principles for sustainable development. These encompass horizontal and vertical integration, 

participation, reflexivity and intergenerational justice. To ensure that the implementation of SDGs will follow the 

above principles, countries should stock-take existing goals and targets in sectorial and overarching plans and of the 

planning system; perform a SWOT analysis of the existing governance framework for sustainable development; 

analyse the culture and characteristics of the polito-administative system with sustainable development lenses and 

establish a process for SDG development.  

 

 

From left to right: Mr. Ruben Zondervan, Executive Director, Earth Governance Project; Dr. Ingeborg NIESTROY, PublicStrategy 

for Sustainable Development and Dr Masahiko IGUCHI, Research Associate, The United Nations University Institute for the 

Advanced Study of Sustainability 

Mr. Ruben Zondervan, Executive Director, Earth System Governance Project explained that implementation is best 

understood as a cyclic and adaptive process. SDGs are an instance of goal-setting governance and are different 

from rule-making governance. Goal-setting, however, is not a silver bullet and different experts suggest that 

translating goals into action at national level can be challenging. According to international relations theory and 

empiric research on Multilateral Environmental Agreements (MEAs), SDGs lack most of the elements necessary for 

implementation. Orchestration through indirect and soft mode of governance is a suitable approach in tackling the 

governance challenge of SDG implementation.  
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“The ”window of opportunity” for transformative change is closed now for the SDGs, orchestration could bridge 

between being bogged down in bureaucracy or by utopian demands and expectations.” Mr. Ruben Zondervan, Earth 

System Governance Project 

 

Dr. Masahiko IGUCHI, Research Associate, The United Nations University Institute for the Advanced Study of 

Sustainability outlined that due to the goal-oriented approach of the post-2015 development agenda to problem 

solving, there will be a need to fill in the gap between set goals and implementation frameworks.   While SDGs could 

help raise the level of ambition and change norms of the people, the question remains how they can also 

complement the hard laws on environment and climate change, which are set by Multilateral Environment 

Agreements (MEAs). To address some of these governance challenges, the UNU Institute for the Advanced Study of 

Sustainability (UNU-IAS) has published different policy briefs about goal setting and implementation, coherent 

governance and inclusive development. As for implementation of SDGs, two models can be identified: the onion 

model (similar to the governance model of the EU) in which regional, national, and local targets are connected 

directly to the global target, and a differentiated model with specific tailored approaches, in which regional, national, 

and local targets are nested within targets at higher levels. Dr Iguchi also added that one of the main challenges for 

the post-2015 development agenda will be to link international and domestic efforts, which means that SDGs 

implementation will require appropriate institutional support. 

 

Figure 2: Different approaches to design the menu of targets 

 
Source: Oran R. Young et al. 2014. Earth System Challenges and a Multi-Layered Approach for the Sustainable Development 

Goals. POST2015/UNU-IAS Policy Brief #1. Tokyo: United Nations University Institute for the Advanced Study of Sustainability  

 

The presentations were followed by a group discussion, moderated by Mr. Simon OLSEN, Senior Researcher, IGES. 

Major points emerging from the discussion were as follows:  

 Orchestration:  There is little research experience in effectiveness of goal-regimes and in implementation in goal 

structured regimes. To bring goals and soft law to fruition, adequate financing, leadership and audience buy-in 

from civil society will all be necessary.  
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 The rice-cake analogy:  The situation in the country itself will determine whether top-down or bottom-up 

governance needs more strengthening.  Going forward in the preparation for the SDG implementation process, 

countries should analyse their existing governance structures. 

 Models of governance for implementation:  The onion model can serve as an aspiration for a region, but may 

not work in all regions, i.e. in Asia. If countries prioritise different goals and targets, there will be a need for 

coordination mechanisms at the global, regional and national levels. For this, existing experiences from NSDS, 

NCSDs and MDGs needs to be studied to see what kind of governance and coordination worked and to support 

countries should in multi-stakeholder capacity building and designing roadmaps for SDGs.  

 Next steps in the preparation process:  SDGs need to be contextualized at national and regional levels, with 

various experts should be involved in the process (i.e. statisticians). The science community have to better 

understand the process of the goal setting exercises, not only at the global level but also in the national and 

regional context. An important aspect of the implementation process will be financing, as the right financial 

schemes and incentives can determine considerable buy-in from stakeholders.  

 New normative narrative:  By constructing an effective narrative in countries, communities can build a shared 

vision for sustainable development. Workshops or scoping studies can help to create such visions.  

 

Sustainable Development Goals: Financing  

Mr. Thierry SCHWARZ, Director of the Political & Economic 

Department, Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF) explained that 

SDGs will cost between 3.5 and 17 per cent of a worldwide 

GDP of USD 85 trillion. The challenge to implement an inclusive 

and sustainable development agenda is also considerable in 

Asian countries. Countries with special needs will require even 

more resources than others. However, resources are no longer 

where they used to be as the worldwide distribution of wealth 

has gone through a radical transformation in the last 20 years. 

More than half of global GDP is now generated in emerging and 

developing countries. Moreover, the Asia-Pacific region will 

soon become home to most of the world’s middle-income class. 

State-controlled savings are also mostly in Asia and the Middle 

East. Therefore, the issue is no longer about how to transfer 

resources from the North to the South; it is about how to 

mobilise available resources worldwide so that they give a 

more sustainable orientation to our growth models. Mr Schwarz noted that while studies have proven that the cost 

of action in various sustainable development fields is higher than the cost of non-action, they have remained 

underfinanced. Reasons for this include that cost of action would show immediately on tax bills, business revenues 

and consumer prices, while the cost of non-action will incur later, meaning those who may have to pay for the cost of 

inaction are not necessarily the ones who pay for the cost of action. Thus, the internalisation of sustainable 

development costs into tax and prices will be an important step in the long run.  

“The SDGs will not come cheap and the sources of funding are no longer where they used to be.” - Mr. Thierry 

Schwarz, Political and Economic Department, ASEF 
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Ms. Dora Almassy, Central European University provided the audience with an overview of emerging or innovative 

financing mechanisms for sustainable development that either raise revenue or spend funds in innovative ways. The 

potential for new resources from innovative sources is estimated to be between USD 400-450 billion per year, but at 

the same time, cumulative donor contributions to innovative finance since 2006 have only reached a fraction of 

their full potential. Examples of mechanisms with the potential to raise new resources include solidarity air ticket 

levies, taxes on national lottery revenues or voluntary contributions from companies. In the future, global taxes, such 

as financial or currency transaction taxes or a tax on carbon also have considerable potential to raise revenues. 

Other innovative mechanisms are designed to restructure existing flows to better match financing with needs: 

examples include vaccine-bonds, advanced market commitments or pull mechanisms for innovation. Global or 

vertical funds (such as the Gavi alliance or the Global Environment Fund) disburse traditionally raised funds 

innovatively. While these funds also have the potential to attract further private funding, so far they have remained 

heavily ODA-based.  For the implementation of the post-2015 development agenda, one key priority will be to ensure 

that private investment is of the appropriate scale, form, and orientation. For example, it is estimated that 

institutional investors, such as pension funds, insurance companies and SWFs, are very suitable for long-term 

investments, and hold USD 60 billion in total assets.  

Following the presentations, in a discussion 

moderated by Mr. Kenty RICHARDSON, Director for 

International Relations & Strategic Development, 

Regional Environment Center (REC), comments from 

the audience outlined that while additional 

resources from the private sector can be important, 

mobilization and better utilization of existing 

(international and national) public resources is 

crucial. To this end, the importance of aid efficiency 

and tax reforms were highlighted.  It was 

emphasized also that international public financing 

will remain crucial for least developed and fragile 

economies, since distributional justice for private 

financing is questionable, as most private funding is 

directed mostly towards middle income countries. 

The panel also discussed the importance of a strong 

regulatory framework to curb illicit flows, improve 

tax collection, reform subsidies, internalize 

externalities, and promote long-term sustainable 

development investments.  

Innovative Financing Options for Sustainable Future  

To assess various options for innovative financing, a working group discussion was organized. The session started 

with a panel discussion, with presentations from three speakers.  
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From left to right: Mr. Kazuki Kitaoka, Head, Strategic Planning and Coordination Unit, UNIDO; Ms. Leida Rijnhout, Director for 

Global Policies and Sustainability, European Environmental Bureau (EEB); Mr. Thierry SCHWARZ, Director of the Political & 

Economic Department, ASEF (moderator of the session) and Ms. Laura Merill, Senior Researcher - Global Subsidies Initiative, 

IISD 

Ms. Leida RIJNHOUT, Director for Global Policies and Sustainability, European Environmental Bureau (EEB) stated 

that the SDGs need to strongly emphasize the importance of sustainability, whereby efforts are focused on keeping 

production and consumption within planetary boundaries. Accordingly, there is a need to promote a paradigm shift 

in thinking about economic development. Sustainable development is not only a question of technology and 

financing, but also of political will. Efforts should be focused on better spending the available resources, such as 

taxes, big infrastructure projects, subsidies on agriculture and fuel.  In addition, Ms. Rinjhout noted that many of the 

key initiatives would not be costly, such as promoting sustainable spatial planning and sustainable lifestyles.  

Ms. Laura MERILL, Senior Researcher - Global Subsidies Initiative, IISD provided an overview of fossil fuel subsidy 

reform. Fossil fuel subsidies exceeded USD 600 billion in 2011, with USD 544 billion consumer subsidies and USD 

100 billion estimated producer subsidies. Fossil fuel subsidies pose a significant issue both in developed and 

developing countries, with implications on many of the SDGs. The role of governments in reforming the subsidies is 

crucial; governments can shape markets within which private firms and individuals operate, move subsidies to 

consumers away from incumbents (fossil fuels) towards new entrants (renewables), can invest in large projects and 

welfare systems, and can set the direction of a national and the domestic economy towards targeted welfare 

systems. There are important on-going efforts, especially within the Asian region, trying to reform fossil fuel 

subsidies. Financing and governance should come together for subsidies: governments and private sector needs to 

work together on subsidy reforms especially in Asia, where many large fossil fuels companies run on subsidies.  

 

Mr. Kazuki KITAOKA, Head, Strategic Planning and Coordination Unit, UNIDO suggested that the discussion on SDGs 

should start with universality in mind; the role of industry in implementing the SDGs is crucial. With regards to the 

industry nexus, an Inclusive Sustainable Industrial Development should be promoted. Intervention should target two 

sides: technological development and partnerships. With regards to technology transfer and its financing, there is a 

need to go beyond a simple exchange, and to introduce a more sophisticated system to harmonize cooperation, 

since developing countries’ domestic resources will be the largest source of funds for development. In the long term, 

taxes needs to provide governments with all the necessary funds to deliver the expected public services and 

infrastructure. Inclusive and sustainable industrial development can increase domestic revenues, reduce aid 

dependence and strengthen institutions. The post-2015 development framework should encourage increased and 

improved domestic resources from growth centres, and aid should act as a catalyst in this context.  

The presentations were followed by roundtable discussion, moderated by Mr. Thierry SCHWARZ.  
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The following points emerged from the discussion:  

 Role of national governments in better use of resources:  Financing resources exist, but they should be 

redirected and better utilized: governments should cooperate to fight illicit financial flows, to integrate 

environmental and social aspects into decisions; i.e. with the help of new types of accounting methods. A 

transformative development agenda is needed that promotes sustainable growth instead of economic growth; 

i.e. climate bonds and green bonds can play an important role in promoting investments in environmental 

objectives. 

 Tax reforms: Developing countries should focus on environmental tax reforms: they should not follow the 

distorted tax system of the developed countries.  Ecosystem services should be considered as an element of 

economic systems. Carbon taxes and carbon trading mechanisms are also crucial. In the future, personal carbon 

credits can also be considered. While subsidies are harmful for the environment, they cover social expenses, i.e. 

education and health budgets. Therefore, the reform of subsidies should be part of a wider reform in the welfare 

system. 

 Valuation of ecosystem services:  Transparency is not only needed in terms of financial property, but also in 

terms of environmental concerns. Costs of natural resources should be brought up-front and eco-system 

valuations should be integrated into to the financial system, i.e. via payments for the ecosystem services.  

 Regulation: Financial regulations should be strengthened at the global and national level. Strict regulation on 

derivatives trading, taxing pollution and more sustainable subsidies can be important elements of implementing 

SDGs. The UN system also needs to be reformed, and the institutional set-up and co-ordinating implementation 

of the SDGs should be improved at the national level.  

Global partnership: Global partnership is crucial for successful implementation of the SDGs and communication 

is very important at all stages of implementation.  Innovation, customization, and improvisation in research and 

development are important. The importance of south-south co-operation is also growing. 

 Capacity building: Capacities of financial institutions should be improved, i.e. empowering developing countries 

to be able to account for ecosystem services. Sustainability should be also brought to local communities and to 

indigenous people (i.e. via capacity-building).  

 Role of private sector: Financing of SDGs will require considerable resources, therefore adequate mechanisms 

and instruments will be necessary to leverage greater participation of the private sector, the communities and 

Development Finance Institutions (DFIs). Technology transfer to developing countries is very important and 

related financing is a crucial issue.   

 The role of trade: Trade is another area that can contribute to the implementation of SDGs. Many of the trade 

agreements have already introduced SD chapters, but little has been implemented from these considerations.  
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Green Businesses and SDGs Panel Discussion 

The second day of the conference focused on discussing more specific aspects of SDG means of implementation, 

such as the implications for the private sector.  

 

Mr. Christophe YVETOT, Director of the UNIDO Representational Office to the European Union, moderator of the 

session outlined that the private sector is expected to have a prominent role in the implementation of the post-2015 

development agenda, and the session aimed to highlight different aspects of the much-needed involvement of 

business from the governments and the private actors point of view.  

 

 

From left to right, Mr. Arponen JYRI, Senior Lead, Business Development, Citra; Mr. Guillaume MASSARD, Scientific Director, 

SOFIES; Ms. Keiko FUJIWARA, President of Komatsu Europe International N.V.; Mr. Christophe YVETOT, Director of the UNIDO 

Representational Office to the European Union; Ms. Natalia Matting –Forsman, Legal Officer, DG Enterprise and Industry, 

European Commission and Mr. Kazuki Kitaoka, Head, Strategic Planning and Coordination Unit, UNIDO 

Mr. Kazuki Kitaoka, Head, Strategic Planning and Coordination Unit, UNIDO summarized the main messages from 

the UN Secretary General’s report received from the private sector worldwide on its role in post-2015 development. 

Mr. Kitaoka stated that the implementation of the post-2015 development agenda is expected to be more bottom-

up, in which the private sector has a prominent role. To understand the possibilities for engaging with the private 

sector, the UNIDO and the UNDG carried out a series of global public consultations between April-August 2014. A 

summary report1 on the consultation concluded that the private sector has an important role in addressing the 

drivers of global changes, such as economic growth, job creation and reduced inequality. As such, businesses are 

actors in development and thus motivated by long-term sustainability interests. Recognizing this, more and more 

businesses are incorporating social and environmental sustainability criteria in core business operations, but 

sustainability of businesses will remain a challenge for the SDGs. Mr. Kitaoka concluded that while governments 

have a major role in setting the post-2015 development agenda, the private sector will play a vital role in 

implementation at the regional and local levels. This implies a shift away from an ODA-driven development agenda 

to a more inclusive global partnership.  Accordingly, government policies need to drive corporate sustainability 

processes at the national level, but partnerships should be formed to ensure adequate involvement of business 

                                                   
1Source: United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) and the United Nations Global Compact (2014) Engaging the Private 

Sector in the Post-2015 Agenda. URL: 

https://www.unido.org/fileadmin/user_media_upgrade/Resources/Publications/Final_Consultation_Report_Engaging_with_the_Private_Sec

tor.pdf 
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actors, citizens and other stakeholders.  To enhance various forms of partnerships, collaborative relationships 

should be more formalized by setting the rules of engagement and responsibilities. In addition, to enhance 

partnership with private actors, there is a need for higher transparency and more inclusive dialogue from both 

governments and business.  

“Governments can enhance partnership with the private sector by involving business in national development plans 

or by forming multi-sector partnerships, such as the ILO labor standard platforms or the UNIDO Green Industry 

Platform.” - Mr. Kitaoka, UNIDO 

To highlight on-going sustainability efforts of businesses, concrete experiences were brought from Asia and Europe 

by speakers of the panel.  

Ms. Keiko Fujiwara, President of Komatsu Europe International N.V. gave a presentation on Komatsu sustainable 

achievements and technology. The main activities of the company, which was founded in 1921 in Japan, are the 

manufacture and sale of construction and mining equipment, utilities, forest machines and industrial machinery. 

The corporate principles of the company include contributions to the realization of sustainable society, as well as 

simultaneous realization of environmental and economic performance and corporate social responsibility.  Activities 

were undertaken in various areas, including resource efficiency, air pollution and biodiversity to decrease the 

company’s environmental impacts. To tackle the challenge of climate change, Komatsu have introduced a 

technology for Hybrid Excavators with the aim to reduce fuel consumption and CO2 emissions. The technology is 

based on a mechanism in which a swing motor recovers wasted energy in swing slowdown and the recovered energy 

is stored in the capacitor, and reused for swing or engine acceleration assist. Since 2006, a total of 2,892 units 

were sold worldwide, which saved 22.4 million litres of fuel and 57,800 ton of CO2. Komatsu also works on 

production reforms and reduction of electric power consumption. In this effort, a new assembly factory commenced 

production at the Awazu Plant in May 2014 with the target of doubling productivity per floor space and reducing 

electric power consumption by 92%.  

“Komatsu calls governments to advance environmental policies towards users and consumers and to provide 

continuous supports to sustainable development.” - Ms. Keiko Fujiwara, Komatsu Europe International N.V 

Mr. Arponen JYRI, Senior Leader of Business Development at Sitra, the Finnish Innovation Fund presented Finland’s 

experience in establishing industrial symbiosis. Sitra, as an independent societal actor, aims to improve Finland's 

economy, development and international competitiveness. Sitra launched its industrial symbiosis initiative to 

achieve a resource-wise and carbon-neutral society. An industrial symbiosis involves several complementary 

companies that form an industrial ecosystem where unused or residual resources of one company are used by 

another, resulting in mutual economic, social and environmental benefits. The cross-sectoral collaborations are 

based on the idea that the by-products and waste streams from one industry’s processes can be valuable for other 

industries and thus their re-utilization can reduce raw material and energy consumption. Industrial symbioses can 

create innovation, new business co-operations and new jobs. Industrial symbioses are also recognized as one of the 

most important tools to achieve circular economy, in which companies seek sustainable ways of retaining more 

value from materials, energy, technologies, products, and services. As a result, they create more added value with 

less resources.  
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Figure 3: Sitra’s model of circular economy 

  

Source: Presentation of Mr Arponen Jyri at the 11th ENVforum conference  

The specific Asian and European examples were followed by a presentation from Mr. Guillaume MASSARD, Scientific 

Director, SOFIES, who presented and compared industrial symbiosis experiences in Asia and Europe.  Mr. Massard 

explained that eco-industrial development considers industrial symbiosis and sustainable resources management 

as opportunities for economic promotion and land planning. According to an international survey on eco-innovation 

in industrial parks2 carried out by Sofies in 2012, industrial symbiosis is one of the most popular practices. The 

analysis, which aimed to learn from the experiences on the spatial dimension of eco-innovation, found that a 

diversity of support mechanisms is available worldwide. In Europe, examples range from local, regional and national 

initiatives. In China, a cross-ministerial approach is taken via various programs to implement eco-industrial, low-

carbon and circular-economy parks. In the Republic of Korea, a complex three-phase, 15-year program was 

launched in 2005 to promote eco-industrial parks. The study also highlighted that industrial symbiosis has benefits 

both for companies and for regional development. Companies can better exploit economic opportunities, realize 

planned projects, share costs and benefits, and reduce their environmental impact. The benefits of industrial 

symbiosis for regional development include the attraction of new industrial areas and economic activities, park 

marketing and development, and promotion of innovation and green jobs and pollution control through resource 

efficiency. 

                                                   
2 Source: Massard G., Jacquat O., Zürcher D. 2014: International survey on eco- innovation parks. Learning from experiences on the spatial 

dimension of eco-innovation. Federal Office for the Environment and the ERA- NET ECO-INNOVERA, Bern. Environmental studies no. 1402: 

310 pp. URL: http://www.bafu.admin.ch/publikationen/publikation/01756/index.html?lang=en 
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The experience of industry representatives was followed by an overview of the EU policy towards industrial 

sustainability and cooperation with Asia by Ms. Natalia Matting–Forsman. Legal Officer, Unit of Sustainable 

Industrial Policy and Construction, DG Enterprise and Industry, European Commission. Ms. Matting–Forsman 

explained that the DG Enterprise and Industry works on enabling a framework for positive business environment and 

aims to break the policy silos so that policies are more coherent with each other. The EU believes that green 

industries have high development potential and these sectors were also proven to be quite resilient to the economic 

crisis after 2008. To support industries in their quest for sustainability, DG Enterprise and Industry proposed a 

toolbox, which includes legislation for more energy efficient product development, Green Public procurement 

guidelines for local authorities or establishing a tool for building codes in the construction field (called Euro Code). 

The DG also promotes circular economy and sees Life Cycle Assessment as a crucial tool for product policies. 

Communication is seen as an important tool to share and exchange experiences of companies. 

 

“There is a need for a box of tools to promote sustainability in businesses.” - Ms. Natalia Matting–Forsman Matting, 

DG Enterprise and Industry, European Commission  

 

In a discussion among the participants, Mr. Paris Chuop, Deputy-Secretary-General, National Council for Green 

Growth in Cambodia, shed light on Cambodia’s experience with green growth policies. He stressed that 

implementation mechanisms are key and co-ordination among different ministries and other stakeholders is crucial. 

For financial support to implementation, he emphasized the need for further involvement of the private sector.  

Further comments regarding the circular economy concept included the need to better explain how the circular 

economy is linked to sustainability and can bring benefits to society. To this end, the educational system should be 

transformed to one that considers sustainability principles. It was also suggested that societal innovation can be 

also considered for circular economy development as a top-level solution in the waste hierarchy.   

Regarding the role of private sector in achieving SDGs, participants agreed that besides ensuring private sector 

engagement, the private sector should also support the most important priorities of sustainable development. 

Participants suggested that while regulation is important, overregulation should be avoided. The consumers’ role in 

supporting and motivating companies to embrace sustainability principles was also highlighted.  
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Participants also outlined the importance of local level governance, since the universal goals will need to be 

translated to local solutions. At the same time, they noted that enabling infrastructure should be ensured through 

higher level of governance structures i.e. for innovation or to involve businesses in the processes. Capacity building 

and raising awareness were considered crucial for empowering local communities. 

Experts’ Panel on SDGs’ Implementation – beyond 2015: National case studies  

The session aimed to highlight and discuss challenges that national governments may face post-2015. Examples of 

national sustainable development were brought from Europe (Poland) and Asia (the Philippines).  

Prof. Andrzej Kassenberg, President, Institute for Sustainable Development gave 

an overview of Poland’s path to sustainable development.  He explained that 

Poland has adopted modern environmental laws with underlying environmental 

policy documents and supporting financial mechanisms; local communities are 

self-governing and environmental-awareness has been rising. At the same time 

the lack of political will, the lack of environmental policy integration, strong anti-

ecological lobbies, weak decision making processes, poor law enforcement, 

weak human resource capacities in local authorities, low importance of advisory 

bodies and short-term interests have hampered successful integration of 

sustainable development principles into policies. In terms of economic 

development, Poland has experienced positive trends in efficiency of using 

natural resources, in green job creation and sustainable transportation. At the 

same time, the process of transformation has not delivered sustainable 

development, as the productivity of natural resources remains 2-3 times lower 

than developed countries, and mass motorization is dynamically developed while the popularity of railways is 

declining sharply. While market mechanisms had a positive influence on sustainable development, Poland has not 

been using its economic instruments fully. The process of restructuring the energy sector is slow, the support for 

eco-innovation is rather weak, and instruments to support the “green” market and green jobs are missing.  In terms 

of societal changes, the development of a democratic system and civic society is underway; pro-environmental 

groups, as well as ecological and consumer movements, have appeared and environmental education initiatives 

have been initiated. At the same time, society’s environmental awareness and knowledge remain low. Society has 

begun to adopt the Western model of consumption, while its participation in decision-making processes remain low, 

without a strong and broadly represented environmental lobby. As a result of the above trends, the quality of the 

environment has increased in the last two decades, but new forms of pollution have appeared; i.e. from wastes, 

transformations in agriculture, mass motorization and city sprawl. The emerging pollution has resulted in increased 

threats on biodiversity; degradation of areas of high nature values, increased CO2 emissions from mobile sources, 

high level of noise from transport (40% population is affected) and a slower pace of pollutants emission reduction. 

“In Poland, the external costs of pollution have not been taken into account and the elimination of harmful 

environment subsidies have not happened yet.” Dr. Kassenberg, Institute for Sustainable Development, Poland 

 

Ms. Ella Antonio, President, Earth Council Asia-Pacific gave a presentation on governance and institutional 

challenges for SDG implementation through the case of the Philippines. First, she gave an overview of major global 

conferences and agreements that have influenced governance and institutional mechanisms in the Philippines. In 

terms of institutional mechanisms, three institutions were formulated to implement major global agreements, such 
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as Agenda 21, the UNFCCC or the MDGs. The Philippine Council for 

Sustainable Development aims to ensure the integration of sustainable 

development dimensions in plans, policies and programs, as well as to 

produce and localize the Philippine Agenda 21. The Committee of 

International Human Development Commitments monitors, reviews and 

evaluates the compliance to commitments and reports progress to the UN. 

The Climate Change Commission is tasked to coordinate, monitor and 

evaluate government programs and action plans relating to climate change. 

Ms. Antonio explained that the Philippines has had considerable success in 

progress towards the MDGs. The elements of success included clear 

institutional arrangements, mainstreaming MDGs into development 

planning, investment programming, local governance, finance and 

budgeting and the active participation of stakeholders, especially in 

popularizing MDGs and monitoring progress. At the same time, the 

Philippines has faced a variety of MDG implementation challenges, 

including conflicting policies, weak implementation and monitoring at the local level, data constraints and natural 

and man-made disasters, which hampered previous development efforts.  

With regards to the implementation of the SDGs, key challenges at the global and national level include a 

restructuring of institutional structure with strengthened coordination, consolidation of monitoring and reporting 

especially at the UN level, strengthening data and statistics generation and evaluation, further mainstreaming SDGs 

planning, programming, budgeting and performance monitoring and better using of means of implementation, such 

as financing mechanisms. - Ms. Ella Antonio, Earth Council Asia-Pacific 

In a discussion following the presentations, participants outlined a model for societies in transition, which should 

avoid the unsustainable development pathways of developed countries.  For this, societal values should firstly be 

transformed. Climate policy can be seen as a potential driver of such transformative agendas. The role of local 

governments and civil society were also recognised as crucial in such change.  Participants noted that mass 

movement and investment funds are both available to realize a new development model.  

ASEF and Post-2015 Development Agenda: Conclusions of the Conference & Closing Remarks  

 The 11th ENVforum conference set out to discuss the means of implementation for the Post-2015 

Development Agenda, as well as understanding the role of businesses and national governments in this 

process.  

 Closing remarks concluded that the conference provided a good opportunity to discuss a variety of SDG 

implementation needs in Europe and Asia. Major implementation challenges in Europe and Asia will include 

data collection and monitoring, financing, governance models, partnership between governments and 

private actors and technology transfer to less developed countries.  

 With regards to the post-2015 process, participants acknowledged the findings in Part I and Part II of the 

report, “Sustainable Development Goals and Indicators for a Small Planet”, which was developed within the 

framework of the 2013-2015 ENVforum research programme. The reports were considered as a useful 

contribution to the on-going discourse on the post-2015 development agenda.  
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 Lastly, the organizers expressed their gratitude and thanks to the ASEM SMEs Eco-Innovation Center 

(ASEIC); the Swedish International Development Agency (Sida); the Hanns Seidel Foundation Indonesia 

(HSF); the Institute for Global Environmental Strategies (IGES) and the European and Economic Social 

Committee for their support in organising the event, as well as to the participants of the conference for their 

active participation and contribution to the discussions.   
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CONFERENCE PROGRAMME 

  

Day 0 – Sunday, 28 September 2014 

Venue: Thon Hotel EU 

Rue de la Loi 75, B-1040 Brussels 

18:00 – 19:00 
Registration for early arrivals 

Welcome reception 

Day 1 – Monday, 29 September 2014 

Venue: The European Economic and Social Committee 

VM3, 2nd floor, Van Maerlant Building 2, Rue Van Maerlant 

08:45 – 09:30 Registration  

Chair for the morning session: Ms. Brenda KING, Member of the European Economic and Social Committee 

09:30 – 10:30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome by Ms. Brenda KING 

Member of the European Economic and Social Committee 

 

H.E. Ambassador ZHANG Yan 

Executive Director, Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF) 

Mr. Hyun-Jae NAM 

Deputy Director of Product Innovation Policy, Korea Small and Medium Business 

Administration 

Mr. Axel NEUBERT 

Resident Representative, Hanns Seidel Foundation Viet Nam (HSF) 

Mr. Eisaku TODA 

Principal Researcher, Institute for Global Environmental Strategies (IGES) 

Mr. Ulf BJÖRNHOLM OTTOSSON 

Head of the UNEP Brussels Liaison Office 

Mr. Christophe YVETOT 

Director of the UNIDO Representational Office to the European Union 

 

10:30– 10:45 
Introductory Session: Asia-Europe Environment (ENVforum) and its involvement in the 

Post-2015 Development Agenda 

 
Ms. Grazyna PULAWSKA 

Project Manager, Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF) 

10:45 – 11:15 Coffee Break 
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11:15 – 11:45  Keynote Speeches 

 

Challenges of SDGs implementation 

 

Mr. Stephan AUER 

Director, Multilateral Relations and Global Issues, European External Action Service (EEAS) 

Ms. Astrid SCHOMAKER  

Head of E2 Unit Global Sustainability, Trade & Multilateral Agreements, DG Environment, 

European Commission  

Dr Suzanty SITORUS  

Vice-Chair of KEHATI - Indonesia Biodiversity Foundation Executive Board,  

Secretary of Finance Working Group, Indonesia National Council on Climate Change and 

Member of the UNFCCC Standing Committee on Finance 

 

11:45 – 12:45  Launch of the ENVforum Report 

 

Sustainable Development Goals: Monitoring: Sustainability 

Prof. Laszlo PINTER, Senior Fellow, IISD & Professor, Central European University 

 

ASEM Eco-Innovation Index 2014 

Ms. Ji Hyung JOO, Project Manager, ASEM Eco-Innovation Center for SMEs (ASEIC) 

Ms. Eun Kyung JANG, Manager of Eco-services Consulting 

 

12:45 – 13:00 Experts commentary 

 

Ms. Petra FAGERHOLM, Head of Group, Executive Director’s Office, European Environment 

Agency (EEA)  

Dr Raman LETCHUMANAN, Former Head of Environment Unit, ASEAN Secretariat 

 

Q&A session 

13:00 – 14:00 Lunch 

Chair for the afternoon session: Ms. Ella Antonio, President, Earth Council Asia-Pacific  

14:00 – 14:30 Sustainable Development Goals: Financing  

 

Moderator: Mr. Kenty RICHARDSON, Director for International Relations & Strategic 

Development, Regional Environment Center (REC) 

Mr. Thierry SCHWARZ, Director for Political & Economic Department, Asia-Europe 

Foundation (ASEF) 

Ms. Dora ALMASSY, Researcher, Central European University 

 

Q&A session 

14:30 – 15:15 Discussion Panel on Challenges of Post-2015 Implementation  

 

Moderator: Mr. Jong Soo YOON, Head of Office, United Nations Office for Sustainable 

Development (UNOSD)  

Panellists:  

Mr. Eisaku TODA, Principal Researcher, Institute for Global Environmental Strategies 

(IGES) 

Mr. Ismid HADAD, Chair of the Governing Board of KEHATI - Indonesia Biodiversity 

Foundation 

Dr Nguyen Van Tai, Director General, Institute of Strategy and Policy on Natural Resources 
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15:45 – 17:45 

Thematic Panel 1: 

Governance of and for SDGs’ 

Implementation 

Venue: VM3, 2nd floor, Van Maerlant 

Building 2, Rue Van Maerlant 

Thematic Panel 2:  

Innovative Financing Options for Sustainable 

Future  

Venue: TRE 7701, 7th floor, Trèves Building, 

74, Rue de Trèves 

 

Working group assessing various options 

for governance models 

Moderator: Mr Simon OLSEN, Senior 

Researcher, IGES 

Mr. Ruben ZONDERVAN, Executive 

Director, Earth Governance Project 

Dr. Ingeborg NIESTROY, PublicStrategy 

for Sustainable Development  

Dr Masahiko IGUCHI, Research 

Associate, The United Nations University 

Institute for the Advanced Study of 

Sustainability (UNU-IAS) 

 

Working group assessing various options for 

innovative financing 

Moderator: Mr. Thierry SCHWARZ, Director for 

Political & Economic Department, ASEF 

Ms. Leida RIJNHOUT, Director for Global 

Policies and Sustainability, European 

Environmental Bureau (EEB) 

Ms. Laura MERILL, Senior Researcher - Global 

Subsidies Initiative, IISD 

Mr. Kazuki KITAOKA, Head, Strategic Planning 

and Coordination Unit, UNIDO  

 

17:45 – 19:30 

Closing Remarks  

Reception  

Venue: lobby in front of VM3, 2nd floor, Van Maerlant Building 2, Rue Van Maerlant 

 

  

and Environment, Viet Nam 

Dr Mauro PISU, Senior Economist, Economics Department, Organisation for Economic Co-

operation and Development (OECD)  

 

Q&A session 

15:15 – 15:45 Coffee break 
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Day 2 – Tuesday, 30 September 2014 

Venue: The European Economic and Social Committee 

TRE 7701, 7th floor, Trèves Building, 74, Rue de Trèves 

Chair: Ms. Grazyna PULAWSKA, Project Manager, Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF) 

09:00 – 09:05 
Rationale and Objectives of the Programme for Day 2  

Opening Remarks 

09:05 – 09:45 Means of Implementation: presentation of the working group outcomes 

 

Working Group on Governance of and for SDGs 

 

Working Group on Innovative Financing for SDGs  

Q&A session 

09:45 – 11:15 Green Businesses and SDGs Panel Discussion 

 

Moderator: Mr. Christophe YVETOT, Director of the UNIDO Representational Office to the 

European Union 

 

Komatsu sustainable achievements and technology 

Ms. Keiko FUJIWARA, President of Komatsu Europe International N.V.  

Citra experience in establishing industrial symbiosis  

Mr. Arponen JYRI, Senior Lead, Business Development, Citra 

Comparison of industrial symbiosis experiences in Asia and Europe  

Mr. Guillaume MASSARD, Scientific Director, SOFIES  

EU policy towards industrial sustainability and cooperation with Asia 

Ms. Marzena ROGALSKA, Head of Unit Sustainable Industrial Policy and Construction, 

DG Enterprise and Industry, European Commission  

Main messages for UN Secretary General’s report received from the private sector 

worldwide on their role in post-2015 

Mr. Kazuki KITAOKA, Head, Strategic Planning and Coordination Unit, UNIDO 

Q&A session  

11:15 – 11:45 Coffee break 

11:45 – 12:30 Experts’ Panel on SDGs’ Implementation – beyond 2015 

 

Poland’s way to sustainable development  

Prof. Andrzej KASSENBERG, President, Institute for Sustainable Development 

 

Governance and Institutional Challenges for SDG Implementation: The Philippine Case 

Ms. Ella ANTONIO, President, Earth Council Asia-Pacific 

Q&A session 

12:30 – 12:45  ASEF and Post-2015 Development Agenda: Conclusions & Closing Remarks 
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About the Organisers 

 
ASEF’s contribution is made with the financial support of the European Commission. 

 

 

 
The Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF) promotes understanding, strengthens relationships and 

facilitates cooperation among the people, institutions and organisations of Asia and Europe. ASEF 

enhances dialogue, enables exchanges and encourages collaboration across the thematic areas of 

culture, education, sustainable development, economy, governance and public health. ASEF is a 

not-for-profit, intergovernmental organisation located in Singapore. Founded in 1997, it is the only 

institution of the Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM). Together with about 700 partner organisations ASEF 

has run more than 600 projects, mainly conferences, seminars and workshops. Over 17,000 

Asians and Europeans have actively participated in its activities and it has reached much wider 

audiences through its networks, web-portals, publications, exhibitions and lectures.  

For more information, please visit www.asef.org 

 

 

 
ASEM SMEs Eco-Innovation Center (ASEIC) was established in 2011 with the principal mandate of 

promoting Asia-Europe cooperation to create and enhance eco-innovation of small and medium 

sized enterprises (SMEs) in both regions. Having agreed upon the importance of SMEs as main 

engine of innovation and growth, ASEM member countries have joined together to create ASEIC as 

international platform where growing environmental regulations and eco-innovative technologies 

are shared and new business opportunities are created, and ultimately implementing the vision of 

green growth around the globe.  

For more information, please visit: http://www.aseic.org/main.do 

 

 
The Swedish International Development Agency (Sida) provides enhanced opportunities for a 

dialogue with regional partners with an environment focus, thereby strengthening Swedish co-

operation in the area of environmental action.  

For more information, please visit http://sida.se 

 

 
Based in Munich, Germany, the Hanns Seidel Foundation (HSF) is a German political foundation 

with 35 years of experience in civic education in Germany and international co-operation around 

the world. 

For more information, please visit http://hss.de/english.html 

 

 
Established in 1998, the Institute for Global Environmental Strategies (IGES) is an independent, 

not-for-profit think tank, based in Japan. It goes beyond research to provide practical ways to 

protect the earth's environment and to realise greater sustainability and equity in the global 

community. While the outlook of IGES is global, the principal geographical scope of its activities is 

Asia and the Pacific region, an area which is experiencing rapid economic development and which 

will affect the global environment through its population growth, urban environmental problems 

and other environmental issues.  

For more information, please visit http://iges.or.jp      
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