
Global Research Forum on Sustainable Production and Consumption 

Transforming Production and Consumption: 

Bridging Sustainability Research with Policy and Practice 

26-29 June 2019 | Hong Kong, China 

ENVforum Session: 28 June 2019 

Making links between policy, practice, and research: Asia-Europe perspective 

Report 

 
 

SDG12 implementation in ASEM partner countries 

Ms Grazyna PULAWSKA, Senior Project Manager at Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF) began the session by 

introducing ASEF and the Asia-Europe Environment Forum (ENVforum) to the audience. She shared a 

summary of the ENVforum Annual Conference 2018, and the work done on plastics, food, and textiles, where 

she added that the ENVforum tries to angle their work in areas where not much work has been done. 

Ms PULAWSKA shared that Sustainable Development Goal 12 (SDG12) is a complex goal with various targets 

connecting different sectors, and the ENVforum has mapped work is done and the struggles with this goal in 

Asia and Europe as a part of the preparation of its projects and research programmes. The scope of the 

research conducted included natural resources use, waste management, and circular or zero waste 

economic development policies. Desk research was the main method of research, and the objective is to 

branch out into country-based research once an analysis of the desk research is conducted. Ms PULAWSKA 

shared that while many publications today report on the best practices in achieving SDG12, the ENVforum 

aims to look at the reasons behind the successes and how they can be replicated. 

The findings of the research showed that almost all 51 ASEM partner countries had formulated sustainable 

consumption and production (SCP) objectives in their high-level policy documents, and there was no major 

difference between the objectives in Asia and Europe. It was also noticed that several countries have 

objectives and policies in place to achieve SDG12, but there are no links drawn between the objectives and 

the SDG12 targets. Ms PULAWSKA also shared that the Asian partner countries have been able to draft 

strategy documents as these are requirements for funding. Moreover, while there were many objectives 

drafted to achieve the various targets, monitoring their progress has not been as extensive. Partner countries 

turn to the UN monitoring system for SDGs, where in some instances the monitoring system cannot be used 

or is not feasible for the country. 

Ms PULAWSKA concluded her presentation by sharing the key messages from the research conducted. The 

key messages included the following: (i) there is a need for a strong policy and legislative framework, and 

countries that have these tend to do better with the SCP goals; (ii) governments can support businesses in 

transition to resource efficiency and more sustainable production patterns, for example with priority given to 

the accessibility and use of green technology; (iii) there is a need for more green public procurement 

practices; (iv) there is a need for education in SCP, although It was recognised that some countries do have 

literacy challenges; and (v) strategic monitoring is necessary.  

Mr Lukas Maximilian MUELLER, Research Associate from the University of Freiburg, Germany, then 

presented the research conducted in Lao PDR as a country case study following the desk research shared 

by Ms PULAWSKA. He shared about the need for strong strategies in place before being able to move into 

the private sector and civil society engagement. Lao PDR was also chosen for the research and case study 

as it was a request put forth by the Lao government to the ENVforum group. 

Mr MUELLER shared that Lao PDR was an interesting country to analyse in the space of SCP, as it is a 

landlocked, less developed and low capacity country. He shared that Lao PDR also depends heavily on 

foreign direct investment and that most of the country’s economy runs on those investments. To understand 

Lao PDR’s efforts and difficulties in achieving SDG12, the team worked with the government and 3 local 

researchers and included stakeholder meetings and interviews in the country. The research and interviews 

included studying various strategies and plans put forth by the ministries, and it was noticed that there was 

some information gap between ministries from the same country.  

Mr MUELLER also shared the key findings from the research conducted, which included (i) the analysis that 

Lao PDR already has a good framework in place to allow for SCP; (ii) the identification of 5 substantial targets 

and indicators that were presented to the government for their actions and plans; and (iii) the understanding 

that the policies and frameworks that were measured are being managed (“what gets measured gets 

managed”). 
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Mr MUELLER further mentioned that the research team made some suggestions to adjust Lao PDR’s use of 

SDG12’s indicators. The suggestions included (i) realigning the focus in SDG12.2 to rural agricultural 

sustainability, where the data is available, but there is a need for the government to look at those indicators; 

(ii) including agricultural education in SDG 12.8; and (iii) including an indicator for Lao PDR for SDG12.6, 

where there is a need to monitor the foreign direct investments coming in and their impact on the 

environment. Mr MUELLER concluded by sharing that there are several implementation constraints in Lao 

PDR, including political interference due to political priorities. He also added that there were several insights 

from the case study that could be understood globally, including the strong need for localisation of SCP, the 

awareness that not all targets can be prioritised, and the need to be realistic about the constraints each 

country faces.  

The session then continued with breakout sessions on plastic, food, and textiles for participants to discuss 

possible recommendations in the SCP of the 3 resources. 

Closing plenary session – sharing of recommendations on the SCP of plastic, food, and textiles 

Following the breakout sessions on the 3 streams, participants gathered once again for the closing plenary 

session. During this session, representatives from each group shared recommendations they discussed on 

the SCP of plastic, food, and textiles respectively. 

 

Single-use plastics session 

 

The participants provided recommendations on how to address 3 kinds of gaps in the management of single-

use plastics: (i) information and knowledge; (ii) policy and governance; and (iii) markets and finance. The 

table below summarises the recommendations provided: 

 

Gap Recommendations 

Information 

and 

knowledge 

• Embrace both formal and informal sectors, since they both can play important roles in a 

circular economies, and address the lack of information from the informal economy  

• Adopt a whole-of-system approach 

• Identify who has the power to collect the information that is missing 

• Address the idea of “plastics culture” and reduce the need for excess packaging 

o What is sometimes claimed to be a health and safety measure (e.g. wrapping 

broccoli in plastic) is often merely a cultural norm 

• Define the waste stream as it gets mixed up in reference to single stream of plastics - 

the more waste materials get mixed up the harder it is to recycle those materials. 

• Identify and be aware of how much plastic goes unnoticed as part of supply chains 

• Focus on systemic and policy issues instead of sensationalising minor issues, such as 

the use of plastic straws 

• Data collection on how much plastic we touch or consume in a day to see what health 

implications there are 

o Should look at the hazardous properties of plastics, especially the health 

implications of those who work with plastics 

• Give people tools to reduce the use of plastics without shaming them 

• Make sure information on technological possibilities, plastic options and recyclability 

inform policy  

 

Policy and 

governance 
• Focus on voluntary agreements – PPPs  

o There are currently no public-private agreements to set standards in the region 

▪ Technical standards can facilitate buyer-seller transactions, for example of 

recycled plastics 

o Public/private agreements to set standards for toxicity 

o Pre-competitive voluntary agreements regarding recyclability and recycled 

content in packaging 

• Transparency and accountability  

o Traceability of hazardous additives in supply chain 

o Blockchain (of additives etc.)  

o Mandatory public reporting and information disclosure: factories and private 

sector, regarding chemicals in plastics  



   

 3 

• Regional agreements: collaboration/framework regarding plastics collection and 

recycling targets → potentially letting countries use their own targets within that 

framework  

o Scale-up informal efforts — complex to manage, governments don’t play an 

active role 

o Looking at the potential for regional agreement in Southeast Asia 

o How can countries collaborate (for example through regional blocs such as the 

ASEAN)? 

o Bangkok Declaration on marine litter — need for more efforts upstream 

o Negotiate regional framework, but let countries set their own targets (can be 

contextualised)  

• Potential to introduce a ban on certain plastics that are problematic  

o Basel Convention refers to mixed/hard to recycle plastics 

o Could ban transboundary movement of specific types of plastics due to 

problems with mislabelling and smuggling 

• Better classification of plastic types  

 

Markets and 

finance 
• Transition away from a market-driven system  

o Do market prices lead to ethical choices? Often not. 

o How do we calculate externality costs?   

o Role of policy vs. market  

• Focus on production over recycling (for example removing the choice to use plastic in 

manufacturing and another material should be identified  

o New materials take over functionality: business support 

• Design limitations (for example choice of material) 

o Designer not taking responsibility  

• Social license/mandatory certification for plastic?  

o Disposal fee, landfill tax  

• Phase-out period announced (for example 6 months): creates market certainty 

• Danger of fossil fuel money to plastic - public subsidies of the fossil fuels industry can 

make plastics artificially cheap and stimulate overuse. Low prices of new plastics also 

make recycling less economically attractive.    

 

 

Food session 

 

Next, the participants from the food session provide recommendations and opinions in addressing the 3 

given areas: (i) regulation; (ii) consumption; and (iii) private sector/supply. Below is a table reflecting all the 

recommendations provided: 

 

Area Recommendations/opinions 

Regulation • Provide access to climate-neutral food that is nutritious, and getting the information right 

on what is nutritious  

o Trade-offs between sustainability and nutrition  

• Bridge different public sectors dealing with food, as these sectors tend to speak about 

food from differing policies (health policy, agricultural policy, etc.) 

o Need to bridge different sectors (for example agricultural policies with urban 

planning)  

• Access to more organic food  

• Large reform structures 

o For example, address landfills that are under-utilised and not frequently 

mentioned  

 

Consumption • Food consumption is different from other forms of consumption  

• Food consumption habits are difficult to change  

• Look into the evolution of systems of provisions  

• Role of media in creating more awareness  
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• Focus on the prevention and proactive changes that can be made to unhealthy and 

unsustainable diets instead of focusing on the negative consequences and reactive 

measures  

• Healthy and sustainable food should be more accessible, but should not be expensive 

• Make information on nutrition more comprehensible 

 

Private 

sector/supply 
• Eco-labeling is not the best option because there can be too much of information 

provided 

o For example, in Switzerland, there are 5 different organic food labels  

o Supermarkets should be targeted  

o For example, Germany is loosening the food regulations on expired food in 

order to channel it to other uses (for example donating to food banks) 

o Is there a way to normalise empty supermarket shelves? 

• Multi-stakeholder approach, transparency is also important 

o Rating systems need to be more evident in the entire supply chain so areas for 

improvement can be identified  

o Very dependent on context 

 

 

Textiles session 

 

Lastly, the participants from the textiles session provided recommendations on the sustainable consumption 

and production of textiles. Below is a table reflecting all the recommendations provided: 

 

Recommendation Elaboration 

Improve consumer approach to 

textiles and clothes 
• Raise awareness on clothes rental, especially for luxury clothing 

• New trends in sharing and renting clothes  

• Raise awareness of the production of clothes — conditions, rights, 

etc.  

 

Improve affected areas of 

production and the supply chain 
• Almost 90% of workers in the fashion industry are women, and a 

majority of the textile production activities are in Asia  

• Poor living conditions of workers 

• Lack of care given to workers, even among big brands and 

businesses 

• Raise awareness about regulations and laws available, for example 

the EU regulations 

Building a coalition among 

consumers, producers, and 

relevant industries 

• Raising awareness that small and medium enterprises comprise a 

big part of the industry, and should increase collaboration with them 

Identifying what we would like to 

retain in the fashion industry – 

tradition, culture, etc. 

 

Branding and rebranding of 

fashion to educate consumers 

 

Transparency of producers, and 

the disclosure of important 

information 

 

Increase awareness to 

consumers that they are in the 

space to ask for information on 

labels and websites, for example 

 

Certification and registration of 

responsible producers 

 

The decision finally lies on the 

consumers 
• The consumer makes the choice of where to purchase clothes  

• The responsibility lies on the consumers  

 

The session was then ended with this summary, which also marked the end of the conference for the day. 


