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Asia and Europe Advancing on a Path to a Greener Future 
 
Munich, 8 September 2010 – Around 150 international experts representing both government and civil society 
organisations from 43 partner countries of the Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM) process, gathered in Munich from 1 to 
3 September for the Asia-Europe Environment Forum (ENVForum) 2010 Conference.  
  
Jointly hosted by the Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF) and the Hanns Seidel Foundation (HSF), the event marked the 
pinnacle of seven years of multi-stakeholder dialogue and debate on sustainable development issues between Asia 
and Europe. 
 
“This [ENVForum] bi-regional talk should be the inspiration towards achieving global consensus and efforts [for] a 
sustainable and green future,” remarked Prof. Rachmat Witoelar, the President’s Special Envoy for Climate Change, 
Republic of Indonesia during his keynote address. “[This is a platform for] lessons learned in developed countries 
during their development process …to be translated into a better development strategy and pathway for developing 
countries.” 
 
Prof. Klaus Toepfer, former Executive Director of the UNEP, highlighted the timeliness of the conference to develop 
policy recommendations on the green economy and environmental governance for Asia and Europe, as the world 
gears up toward the Rio+20 Earth Summit in 2012 and leaves behind its “black past”. 
 
More specifically, Mr. Surendra Shrestha, UNEP’s Director of Strategic Resource Mobilization/Special Initiatives, 
highlighted how the ENVforum can serve as a platform for a more articulated Asia-Europe voice in Rio. 
 
Five workshops examined law enforcement and compliance, the role of institutions, effective tools for participatory 
decision-making and education for sustainable development as crucial elements to strengthen environmental 
governance in the two regions. A strong emphasis was made for the need to recognise the role and responsibility of 
the private sector, including the media and creative industries, to support such policy objectives through promoting 
sustainable consumer choices. 
 
Moreover, conference participants identified technology transfer, funding and the sharing of best practices of policy 
frameworks and regulations as areas for fruitful cooperation between the two regions on green economy initiatives. 
Participants highlighted that most vulnerable populations should not be left behind. 
  
Riding on the momentum of the International Year of Biodiversity, conference participants also urged Asian and 
European governments to work together to raise awareness and intensify technical cooperation in the area of 
biodiversity and ecosystem services, with the view of integrating them into other sectoral policies and actions, 
including strategies for poverty reduction. 
 
Dr. Markus Soeder, the Bavarian State Minister for Environment and Health captured the spirit of the conference 
and the important role of environment ministries by likening them to "the MInistr[ies] of Life", as Asian and 
European countries contemplate their respective pathways to sustainable development going forward. 
 
The recommendations from ENVforum 2010 Conference will be widely disseminated to policy makers at various 
relevant international fora. The first occasion will be the 8th Summit of ASEM Heads of States and Government to be 
held in Brussels, Belgium in October. The ideas will be further developed into “an Asia-Europe contribution” to be 
presented at the Rio+20 Earth Summit in 2012.1 
 
The ENVforum is a flagship project of the Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF) in partnership with the Hanns Seidel 
Foundation, the Institute for Global Environmental Strategies (IGES-Japan), the Swedish Environmental Secretariat 
for Asia (SENSA) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). ASEF has been actively involved in 
promoting dialogue on environmental issues between Asia and Europe since 2003. For more information, visit 
http://env.asef.org  
                                                        
1 An embargoed draft of the conference report is attached for reference. Please do not quote without explicit permission. 
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The Asia-Europe Foundation promotes greater mutual understanding between Asia and 
Europe through intellectual, cultural and people-to-people exchanges. Through ASEF, civil 
society concerns are included as a vital component of deliberations of the Asia-Europe 
Meeting (ASEM*).  ASEF was established in February 1997 by the participating 
governments of ASEM and has since implemented over 450 projects, engaging over 
15,000 direct participants as well as reaching out to a much wider audience in Asia and 
Europe.  www.asef.org  
 
* ASEM now brings together 43 member states (Austria, Belgium, Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria, Cambodia, 
China, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Indonesia, India, 
Ireland, Italy, Japan, Korea, Laos, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malaysia, Malta, Mongolia, Myanmar, the 
Netherlands, Pakistan, the Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, 
Sweden, Thailand, United Kingdom, Vietnam) plus the European Commission and the ASEAN Secretariat. 
www.aseminfoboard.org  
 
 

 

Based in Munich, Germany, the Hanns Seidel Foundation (HSF) is a German political 
foundation with 35 years of experience in civic education in Germany and international 
cooperation around the world. For more information, please visit 
http://hss.de/english.html  
 
 

 
The Swedish Environmental Secretariat for Asia (SENSA) is a knowledge-based entity 
within the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (Sida) which promotes 
regional cooperation for an environmentally sustainable development in Southeast Asia; 
strengthens cooperation between the region and Sweden for the benefit of the 
environment in the region and serves as a platform for regional environmental dialogue 
on such matters as climate change. For more information, please visit http://www.sida.se  
 
 

 

Established in 1998, the Institute for Global Environmental Strategies (IGES) is an 
independent, not- -for-profit think tank, based in Japan. It goes beyond research to 
provide practical ways to protect the earth's environment and to realise greater 
sustainability and equity in the global community. While the outlook of IGES is global, the 
principal geographical scope of its activities   is Asia and the Pacific region, an area which 
is experiencing rapid economic development and which will affect the global environment 
through its population growth, urban environmental problems and other environmental 
issues.  For more information, please visit http://iges.or.jp 

The participation of the IGES in this endeavour is made possible with the support of the 
government of Japan. 

 
 

 

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) mission is to provide leadership and 
encourage partnership in caring for the environment by inspiring, informing, and enabling 
nations and peoples to improve their quality of life without compromising that of future 
generations.  For more information, please visit http://www.unep.org 
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