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Summary 

To realise the true dividends of urbanisation, a major paradigm shift in cities’ governance is required 
in Pakistan. Despite their massive contribution to the economy, cities have conspicuously remained 
absent from the broader policy debate. Further, a failure to recognise cities as a growing entity 
restrains urban planners and city managers from adopting an integrative and dynamic approach to 
deal with urban issues. With limited data on cities and a flawed approach to estimate urbanisation, 
the true extent of urbanisation remains understated and hence the possibility to deal with cities 
efficiently remains bleak. A focus on representative local governance system, use of data collected 
through conventional and modern technologies for planning and management, and the adoption of a 
visionary and inclusive approach are some fundamental prerequisites to realise the true economic 
potential of cities and ensure sustainable urban growth.  
 

 

About this Background Paper 

This Background Paper was commissioned by the Asia-Europe Foundation’s Education Department 
and the Hanns Seidel Foundation as part of the 23rd ASEF Summer University (ASEFSU23) on 
‘Liveable Cities for a Sustainable Future’, an international Hackathon to tackle urban challenges in 
Bangladesh, India and Pakistan which took place between September and November 2021. This 
Background Paper is linked to the Hackathon challenge in Pakistan – ‘Creating Accessible Cities: 
Enhancing Urban Mobility’ – which was tackled by the young ASEFSU23 participants coming from 39 
ASEM countries in Asia and Europe.  

 
This Background Paper was proofread and copyedited by the Asia-Europe Foundation’s Education 
Department. 

 

Disclaimer 

The author, Mr Syed HASAN, is working as Associate Professor in the Department of Economics at 
Lahore University of Management Sciences, Pakistan. The views and opinions expressed in this 
background paper are the author’s own and do not reflect the views of the Asia-Europe Foundation 
(ASEF) and the Hanns Seidel Foundation (HSF). 
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1. Overview of the Urban Situation in Pakistan 
 

Pakistan is one of the fastest urbanising 
nations within South Asia with an average 
annual growth rate of 2.7% (PBS, 2017; Kotkin 
and Cox, 2013). The rapid pace of urbanisation 
in Pakistan is due to rural-urban migrations as 
well as a natural increase in cities (Arif and 
Hamid, 2009). Whereas the traditional 
explanation for large urban settlements in 
terms of concentration of employment owing to 
agglomeration and scale economies holds, 
modern-day urbanisation is also pushed by 
political and economic insecurity and natural 
calamities in the country. Recent military 
actions in Pakistan’s tribal areas in the war 
against terrorism triggered an exodus of people 
to urban centers, particularly in the cities of 
Peshawar, Quetta and Karachi.  

Economies differ in the way they define an 
urban settlement. The first population census 
of Pakistan held in 1951 classified areas with 
a municipal corporation, town committee or a 
cantonment as urban. This definition also 
included areas with communities of more than 
5,000 inhabitants, as well as the ones with less 
than 5,000 inhabitants which have other urban 
characteristics. However, urban classification 
was modified at the time of the 1981 
population census and was restricted to an 
administrative definition only. Pakistan's 
current urban population is reported to be 36% 
according to the official census of 2017 and is 
expected to rise to 50% by 2025 (UN Habitat, 
2015). However, the official statistics are 
largely considered as an underestimation. An 
alternate measure-agglomeration index1,  

 
1 An alternate measure of urbanisation, based on population density and travel time to urban center (Ellis and Roberts, 
2016) 
2 Across provinces, between the years 1951-2017, Balochistan has urbanised at the fastest pace, followed by Sindh, KPK, 
and Punjab provinces. See Annexure A. 

developed by the World Bank estimates the 
rate of urbanisation in Pakistan as 56%. 

The percentage of the urban population 
between 1951 (the year of the first population 
census after Pakistan became an independent 
country in 1947) and 2017 (the most recent 
census) has more than doubled from 17.7% to 
36.4%. During the same period, comparing 
absolute values, there was a 13% increase in 
the urban population whereas the rural 
population experienced just about a 5-time 
increase.2  

Focusing on the urban growth in the ten most 
populous cities of Pakistan, the census figures 
show that, within the districts, faster annual 
growth in population was observed in rural 
areas than the urban areas. This trend 
indicates that cities are growing more rapidly 
outside their municipal boundaries either due 
to urban sprawl or leapfrog development. The 
peripheral areas of these cities have become 
their newly added urban transition areas, but 
remain classified as rural in the official count. 
However, in the case of Lahore where we 
observe the highest annual growth rate, the 
entire district was declared as urban before the 
2017 population census. In aggregate terms, 
Pakistan cities with a population of over one 
million inhabitants increased from three in 
1981 to seven in 1998, and there are now ten 
according to the latest census of 2017 
(Annexure B). 

Urban economic theories explain city existence 
through agglomeration benefits through 
learning, sharing and matching (Duranton and 
Puga, 2004) or in terms of enhanced market 
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linkages (Krugman, 1991). The urban 
economic contribution is vital for Pakistan’s 
growth and development. Media reports and 
government officials claim that urban areas 
contribute around 78% of the national GDP 
(Amin 2015). The small and medium 
enterprises (excluding the informal micro or 
cottage enterprises), which provide most jobs 
in high-growth industries such as the 
information technology sector (Haque 2006), 
are mostly located in cities. Cities are also 
centers for human capital development. 
Educational institutions, skill training centers, 
as well as research and development 
opportunities are located in major cities. 
Despite these potential benefits, the rapid 
pace of urbanisation in Pakistan raises 
concerns regarding its causes and 
consequences. Symptoms of unstable urban 
growth are evident through dilapidating state 
capacity in providing essential services such as 
waste collection and drinking water supply, 
lack of public spaces, urban flooding, etc. The 
low-income and low-resource vulnerable 
communities are the most affected by these 
problems. 

Pakistani cities are already facing real 
challenges in the provision of housing, 
transport, education, jobs, healthcare, clean 
water and energy to their urban population. 
One reason for heading towards this 
unsustainability is the rapidly increasing urban 
footprint because of the emergence of low-
density urban development compared to 
denser cities elsewhere. Most of the cities in 
Pakistan do not have a Central Business 
District or city center with dense and mixed 
land use accommodating commercial, office, 
residential activity including low-income 
houses, and other amenities. On the contrary, 
many cities are growing outwards, invading 
valuable agricultural land, for which, at several 
times, expensive irrigation has been installed 
(Haque, 2014). According to a World Bank 

report looking at the evolution of land use in 
Karachi, the city is becoming a “spatially 
unsustainable, inefficient, and unlivable city 
form” (World Bank, 2018). From 2001 to 
2013, Karachi’s urban footprint increased by 
29%, i.e. 145 km2. The current trend of urban 
footprint expansion beyond the municipal 
boundaries poses challenges in the provision 
of essential services and is therefore a threat 
to sustainable urban growth. This trend is not 
just confined to Karachi but can be observed in 
major urban centers of Punjab as shown in 
Figure 1 (Urban Unit, 2018).  

There is a lack of adequate housing at 
affordable prices, owing to a dearth of land in 
suitable areas. A reason for this is the rampant 
speculation and a land market driven primarily 
by the anticipated value of the land. 
Consequently, areas that are most suitable for 
low-income housing end up being appropriated 
for commercial projects, at the cost of low-
income housing needs. This has resulted in a 
shortfall in the supply of housing for low-
income rungs and the mushrooming of katchi 
abadis (informal settlements) (World Bank 
2018). An alarming statistic on land use shows 
that 74% of Karachi’s residential area has 
been formally developed for 38% of the 
population, while 22% has grown informally for 
62% of the remaining population (Hasan, 
Pervaiz and Raza, 2017).  

These informal settlements (katchi abadis) are 
urban slums, growing at twice the annual urban 
growth rate of Karachi (Hasan et al., 2015). In 
these low-income settlements, the density far 
exceeds the allowable limit and the living 
standards remain low. This has created urban 
poverty and several economic, physical and 
social problems. Living conditions in these 
areas remain wanting, as most of the 
inhabitants face exclusion from economic and 
employment opportunities. Infrastructure 
facilities and services such as clean drinking 
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water, solid waste disposal and sanitation are 
also difficult to come by (Hasan, Pervaiz and 
Raza, 2017; World Bank, 2018). An unhygienic 
environment and deplorable living conditions 
expose individuals to ill health, which has an 
adverse impact on productivity and their 
capacity to generate sufficient income. 
Deprived of their ‘right to the city’, these 
residents are stuck in cyclical poverty traps 
(Hasan et al., 2015).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Addressing these issues is vital for improving 
productivity and ensuring the sustainability of 
urban growth in the long run. According to the 
Global Livability Index 2018, Karachi is ranked 
137 out of 140 cities in the world. Similarly, 
Lahore and Karachi ranked 199 and 202 
respectively out of 230 cities on the Mercer 
Quality of Living Index 2016.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Source: Urban Unit 2018

Figure 1: Intra-city area composition and growing trend in select cities of Punjab 
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2. Overview of the Urban Situation in Lahore

Situated in the northeastern region of Punjab, 
Lahore is the second-largest city in Pakistan 
and the capital of Punjab - the most populous 
province covering an area of nearly 1,722 sq. 
km (Rana and Bhatti, 2018). Historically, 
Lahore has been a prominent city. Under the 
Mughal Empire (1526-1761), the city was 
adorned with grand gardens, monuments, and 
forts, and acted as a center for military 
gatherings. However, the British rule oversaw a 
shift in the cityscape towards modernisation, 
with the construction of army cantonment 
areas, government quarters, officer's colonies, 
colleges, schools and administrative buildings 
some of which are still being used by the public 
officials (Rana and Bhatti, 2018).  

The Lahore Development Authority (LDA) is 
responsible for the construction and 
maintenance of infrastructural facilities and 
the creation of a comprehensive development 
plan for the city (Rana and Bhatti, 2018). It has 
three main functional units dealing with Urban 
Development, Water and Sanitation, and 
Traffic Planning. At the district level, 
Metropolitan Corporation Lahore approves 
spatial plans and development schemes and 
manages municipal infrastructure and 
services, besides acting as environmental 
control and regulatory body (Metropolitan 
Corporation Lahore, n.d.). The metropolitan 
corporation of Lahore has a territorial 
jurisdiction that is further divided into nine 
zones or towns (Haq, 2011). Additionally, the 
presence of other urban agencies/boards3 with 
parallel development plans for their respective 
areas and control over their zoning, land 
subdivision, land-use, building and land 
development creates functional overlaps and  

 
3 Cantonment Board, Defence Housing Authority, Model Town Society, and Walled City Development Authority. 

hampers the implementation of development 
initiatives (Ahmad and Anjum, 2012).  

Lahore contributes 13.2% to the national 
economy (UN Habitat, 2018). Major industries 
in the city include food and beverages, textiles, 
paper, and paper products, rubber & plastic 
products, as well as machinery and electrical 
apparatus. The employment rate of Lahore is 
36.6%, out of which 66% is in the services 
sector, 33% in the industrial sector and 1% in 
the agriculture sector (UN Habitat, 2018). 
According to the Labor Force Survey 2014-15, 
nearly 24% of individuals are employed as sale 
workers, 9% as laborers in mining, 
construction, manufacturing and transport, 
followed by 8% as food processors, 
woodworkers, garment and other craft workers. 
Offering prospects of comparatively high 
wages, the city receives the largest number of 
rural migrants. 

Existing zoning regulations, building bye-laws 
and urban development policies such as land-
use rules hinder efficient and economic use of 
land in Pakistan’s cities. Zoning laws in 
Pakistan are outdated and have been unable 
to keep pace with the rapidly increasing 
population and urbanisation. These laws are 
growth restrictive and described as being 
“mostly anti-street, anti-pedestrian, anti-mixed 
land use, anti-high densities and anti-public 
space” (Planning Commission 2011) that 
result in inefficient use of precious urban land. 
Restrictive Floor Area Ratio (FAR), building 
height limits, and density requirements 
discourage vertical expansion and lead to 
unsustainable city growth. A FAR set 
significantly below the level of its market 
equilibrium has several negative 
consequences for the city’s economy. It 
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increases the demand for land across the city 
as more land is required for the same amount 
of floor space. World Resources Report 
(Mahendra and Seto, 2019) depicts the share 
of horizontal and vertical expansion in cities of 
Pakistan, India compared to well-performing 
cities of Beijing, Shanghai, Hong Kong and 
Dubai (figure 2). 

In Lahore, archaic laws, outdated regulations 
and poor administration have resulted in 
messy city growth limiting opportunities for 
affordable housing and posing gentrification 
problems. Private housing schemes designed 
to seek profit have secured prime locations, 
while poor and vulnerable communities have 
been left in their existing informal settlements 
on the urban periphery. The city master plan 
originally envisaged that Lahore would grow in 
the southern direction and development was 
prohibited in the eastern direction to protect 
agricultural land. However, urban sprawl and 
leapfrog development have taken place in the 
eastern direction in the prohibited area, in 

violation of the zoning laws and development 
plans (LDA, 2016).  

According to a World Bank report, Karachi and 
Lahore are among the cities where 
concentrations of particulate matter (PM) 
levels far exceed the WHO standards. Lahore 
has high concentrations of primary and 
secondary air pollutants, specifically sulfur 
dioxide and fine particulate matter such as PM 

2.5, 38% of which is accounted for by vehicular 
emissions (Sanchez-Triana et al., 2007). 
Similarly, vehicle exhaust fumes are the source 
of 18% of air particulate matter in Karachi. 
Besides urban sprawl causing traffic 
congestion in Lahore and Karachi, the lack of 
proper zoning and inadequate enforcement of 
regulations also result in traffic blockages. 
Illegal commercialisation along most roads and 
streets in the form of ribbon development 
without requisite infrastructure and parking 
facilities has also played its part in 
exacerbating the traffic situation (Nadeem and 
Hameed, 2005).

 

Source: Mahendra and Seto 2019 

Figure 2: Horizontal growth and vertical growth of cities 
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Besides implications vis-à-vis traffic flow, 
industry developed in residential areas is also 
hazardous to the living environment (LDA, 
2004). Although Lahore’s recent investment in 
mass transit system in the form of Metro buses 
(Green line) and Metro Train (Orange line) along 
with the feeder bus network are vital for the uplift 
of public transport in the city, questions around 
their financial burden, fare subsidy and 
utilisation capacity need more detailed analysis. 

Punjab Safe City Project 

One area in which the city of Lahore has made 
substantial progress relates to urban security 
and crime prevention through the establishment 
of the Punjab Safe City Project. Pakistan has 
been a victim of terrorist activities since the early 
2000s and urban centers have faced the 
adverse impacts of terrorism in terms of loss of 
life and economic activity. To deal with these 
challenges, the Safe City model is a “tested 
concept to attain security, safety, and quality of 
life today in modern cities using technology, 
infrastructure, personnel, and processes” 
(Magal, 2015). A concept note of the Punjab 
Safe City Project4 details that “it enables 
different systems to coordinate and collaborate 
to establish a mechanism of smart policing for 
modern cities. Its multiple benefits include 
reduction in response times in case of 
emergencies, swift service delivery, real-time 
monitoring of potential security risks at key 
locations, timely resolution of traffic-related 
problems like accidents, congestion and choke 
points, effective crowd management and riot 
control”.  

The project of safe cities has created an 
Integrated Command, Control & Communication 
Programme (IC3). The intent was to gather and 
disseminate information and data with public 
and private stakeholders, including government 
departments, traffic management authorities, 

 
4 Available at the authority’s website www.psaca.gop.pk. 

intelligence sources as well as other public and 
private organisations. The expected outcomes of 
the project were stated in terms of 20-30% crime 
reduction, lowering of police response time from 
20 minutes to 7 minutes, efficient traffic 
management, centralised information dissemi-
nation and employment opportunities for skilled 
manpower. Media reports that the Punjab Safe 
City Project has been very successful in 
apprehending criminals and terrorists, 
preventing child kidnapping, providing safety to 
working women and lowering street crimes. 
Furthermore, the project has recently started 
electronic challans for traffic violations and has 
significantly lowered the number of violations 
and accidents.  

Solid Waste Management  

Lahore Waste Management Company (LWMC) is 
assigned the job of waste collection,  
transportation and disposal in the city. The 
amount of waste generated in Lahore has 
increased over the years, mainly owing to the 
population increase and the expansion of the 
city. Estimates of waste generation per capita 
range from 0.5-0.65 kg per day (JICA and Pak-
EPA, 2005). In 2012, LWMC estimated the daily 
total amount of waste in the city at 5,300 tons. 
However, this figure is just an estimate as there 
is no accurate waste measurement procedure 
(LWMC, 2012).  

The waste collection process in Lahore is carried 
out in two stages, designated as primary and 
secondary collection stage. The primary 
collection is the door-to-door collection of waste 
from households by either private contractors or 
informal waste collectors-scavengers. The 
secondary collection stage is the collection of 
waste from the community waste bins placed at 
various designated locations. The primary waste 
collection is available for 17 out of 150 union 
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councils.5 For the remaining 133 union councils, 
covered by LWMC, there is still no door-to-door 
collection provision. In these locations, unofficial 
waste pickers/collectors provide primary 
collection, using either donkey carts or 
wheelbarrows. Masood and Barlow (2014) point 
out an important issue about waste collection. 
According to them, the number of waste 
collectors deputed in any town in Lahore is 
influenced politically and is not based on the 
total area or population of the town. The areas 
that enjoy political influence because of their 
central location, businesses and frequent visits 
from politicians have more resources directed 
towards them, while some towns with larger 
areas are generally neglected. The master plan 
Lahore-2021 proposed three new landfill sites, 
but only one of these sites is being used 
(NESPAK, 2004). Two more undesignated sites 
are being used by LWMC to dispose of waste. 
The only difference between the official and 
unofficial sites is the ownership of land and the 
provision of a weighbridge. The current official 
waste dumpsite Mehmood Booti has been in use 
since 1997 and is in the flood plain of the river 
Ravi, which flows almost 5 km away; it has never 
been upgraded to a landfill as proposed. The 
absence of covers increases the odors, presence 
of vermin and pests, animal scavenging and the 
risk of uncontrolled fire.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
5 A union council in Punjab is an area within a district consisting of one or more revenue estates, census villages or census 
blocks. 
6 https://www.theigc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/IBA_Presentation_5_10_20.pdf 
7 Following its manifesto, the current government in 2018 announced the Naya Pakistan Housing Program (NPHP) to increase 
the availability of affordable housing in the country. The key features of the project are the following (Khalil and Nadeem, 
2019). 
8 The Dolphin Force is a security unit of the Punjab Police to deal with street crime which was established in 2018. 

3. Sustainable Urbanisation  

The current pattern of urbanisation in megacities 
of Pakistan raises serious concerns about 
sustainability and inclusiveness. The absence of 
a business model and heavy reliance on state 
subsidies to meet operation & maintenance 
costs of municipal services (water, sanitation 
and waste collection) constrains any possible 
geographical spread in service provision or 
improvement in the quality of service. Areas on 
the city periphery are either devoid of such 
municipal services or have to arrange for them 
privately. Failure in the provision of essential 
services has far-reaching consequences in 
terms of educational outcomes and business 
productivity.  

The collection figures6 for own-source local 
revenue such as Urban Immovable Property Tax 
is very low in the case of Pakistan. The 
generation of revenues is vital for responsible 
governance at the local level. Another important 
concern is the availability of affordable housing 
within commutable distances. Due to 
speculative trends in the real estate market, 
housing affordability for the lower-income 
groups has declined, with little hopes for a major 
turnaround soon, even from the Naya Pakistan 
Housing Program7 of the current government. 

The city has, however, made significant progress 
on safety through the operationalisation of the 
Safe City Project and the functioning of the 
Dolphin force8 to deter criminal activities in the 
dense urban areas. The fire and emergency 
services (Rescue 1122) has also done a 
commendable job by improving it response time 
and preventing the scale of such disasters. 
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Pakistani urban population has persistently 
demonstrated resilience against terrorism for a 
very long period. As such, they also showed the 
same perseverance in dealing with the 
challenges arising from COVID-19 restrictions.  

 

4. The Way Forward 

Following are some of the recommended steps 
for sustainable urban growth in Pakistan: 

Institutional: 

The urban focus in policies needs to be 
institutionalised. All decisions taken at the 
federal or provincial levels need to involve the 
city's local governments. Infrastructure 
development, industrial incentives, land-use 
rules, etc. should ensure sustainable urban 
growth. 

Cities' contribution to the national economy 
should be duly recognised. Development plans 
should be designed by involving local 
stakeholders. Cities' government systems have 
to be involved in incentivising investments at the 
local level for economic growth. Currently, such 
policies are designed and implemented largely 
with a local disconnect and hence do not yield 
desired results.  

The low level of women's participation in the 
labor force has to be corrected through the 
provision of secure working environments and 
zero tolerance towards harassment and 
discrimination. Besides, the provision of 
information and customised training may help 
motivate women entrepreneurs to benefit from 
the recent e-commerce boom.  

 

 

Local:  

Connecting local municipal service quality with 
the collection of local revenues is expected to 
improve local tax collection. Cities’ capacity to 
generate own-source revenue through Urban 
Property tax needs to be strengthened by 
removing human and other resources 
constraints. 

Zoning rules, building bye-laws and land-use 
rules should be revisited and made more 
inclusive. The archaic approach of completely 
segregating land use between residential and 
commercial uses needs to be revisited. Adopting 
mixed land use has been found more inclusive 
and beneficial. More infrastructure investments 
are also needed, such as in mass transit 
systems. The growth of the IT industry within 
cities can also help generate employment 
opportunities without causing the noise and 
pollution associated with manufacturing.  

A major constraint in designing evidence-based 
policies is the lack of city-level data. The national 
and provincial statistical agencies conduct 
surveys for districts that are much larger areas 
than cities. Non-availability of relevant data 
hampers urban planning and management. All 
urban policies should be based on recent and 
regularly updated data. 

Data from more innovative sources such as data 
collected through satellite imagery should be 
used to supplement conventional data for urban 
planning and management. Day and nightlight 
satellite imagery is publicly available data that 
can be used to inexpensively understand spatial 
growth patterns and to make decisions about 
infrastructure investments.  

Maintaining city records in achieving relevant 
SDG targets and making such information public 
will help create motivation for the private sector 
and promote better public sector accountability.
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Nightlights for Pakistan 2020 (Hasan et al., 2021) 
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Annexure A 

Table 1: Population Distribution by Census: 1951-2017 

Source: Social Policy and Development Centre 2018 
 

*Includes population of ex-FATA and Islamabad.  
 

  

 1951 1961 1972 1981 1998 2017 

 Pop. 
(million) 

% Pop. 
(million) % 

Pop. 
(million) 

% 
Pop. 

(million) 
% 

Pop. 
(million) 

% 
Pop. 

(million) 
% 

Punjab             

Urban 3.57 17.4 5.48 21.5 9.18 24.4 13.05 27.6 23.02 31.3 40.39 36.7 

Rural 16.97 82.6 19.99 78.5 28.42 75.6 34.24 72.4 50.60 68.7 69.63 63.3 

Sindh             

Urban 1.77 29.2 3.17 37.9 5.73 40.4 8.24 43.3 14.84 48.8 24.91 52.0 

Rural 4.28 70.8 5.20 62.1 8.43 59.6 10.79 56.7 15.60 51.2 22.98 48.0 

KPK             

Urban 0.50 11.1 0.76 13.2 1.20 14.3 1.67 15.1 2.99 16.9 5.73 18.8 

Rural 4.05 88.9 4.97 86.8 7.19 85.7 9.40 84.9 14.75 83.1 24.79 81.2 

Balochistan             

Urban 0.14 12.4 0.23 16.9 0.40 16.5 0.68 15.6 1.57 23.9 3.40 27.5 

Rural 1.02 87.6 1.13 83.1 2.03 83.5 3.66 84.4 5.00 76.1 8.94 72.5 

Pakistan*             

Urban 5.99 17.7 9.65 23.1 16.59 25.4 23.84 28.3 43.04 32.5 75.58 36.4 

Rural 27.75 82.3 32.23 76.9 48.72 74.6 60.41 71.7 89.32 67.5 132.19 63.6 



ASEFSU23 Background Paper – Sustainable Urbanisation in Pakistan: Challenges and Way 
Forward 

 
 

14 

Annexure B 

Table 2: Urban and Rural Population Distribution in the 10 Largest Districts of Pakistan and their 
Annual Inter-census Growth Rates: 1998-2017 

  
Population (million) 

  

Percent of Population in 
Urban/Rural Area 

Annual Growth 
Rate (%) 

Sex 
Ratio 
2017 

District 1998 2017 1998 2017 1998-2017   

Karachi*             

Urban 9.45 14.91 95.9 92.9 2.43 110.7 

Rural 0.41 1.14 4.1 7.1 5.56 113.5 

Lahore             

Urban 5.21 11.13 82.2 100 4.07 109.9 

Rural 1.13 ------- 17.8 0 ----- ------ 

Faisalabad             

Urban 2.32 3.76 42.7 47.8 2.57 105.7 

Rural 3.11 4.11 57.3 52.2 1.48 104.6 

Rawalpindi             

Urban 1.91 2.88 56.7 53.2 2.18 106 

Rural 1.46 2.53 43.3 46.8 2.95 99.6 

Gujranwala             

Urban 1.88 2.95 55.2 58.8 2.4 103.3 

Rural 1.52 2.07 44.8 41.2 1.61 100.4 

Peshawar             

Urban 0.98 1.97 48.5 46.1 3.72 108.7 

Rural 1.04 2.30 51.5 53.9 4.23 104.6 

Multan             

Urban 1.43 2.06 45.8 43.4 1.94 106.5 

Rural 1.69 2.69 54.2 56.6 2.47 105 
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Hyderabad             

Urban 1.26 1.83 84.4 83.3 1.98 109.1 

Rural 0.23 0.37 15.6 16.7 2.4 107.2 

Quetta             

Urban 0.57 1.00 73 44 3.05 112.3 

Rural 0.21 1.27 27 56 9.96 108.9 

Islamabad 0.81 2.01         

Urban 0.53 1.02 63 50.6 3.5 113.7 

Rural 0.28 0.99 37 49.4 6.9 108.4 

Source: Social Policy and Development Centre 2018. 
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