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AB S T R AC T

PROJEC T DE SCRIP T ION

The Asia-Europe Environment Forum (ENVforum) “Circular
Food Systems – Solutions to Reverse Climate Change?” is a
2-day international conference to take place on 30 November
- 1 December 2021.

This 2-day international conference, which is organised
by ASEF, takes place from 30 November - 1 December
2021. It will bring together representatives of governments,
civil society and the private sector from Asia and Europe
to exchange experiences. Participants will have the
opportunity to discuss challenges they have faced and how
they have overcome them, while identifying best practices
to be applied to food systems, aspects of production related
to climate change and pathways to reaching food-system
transition into the circular economy.

The objectives are:
» To contribute to a better understanding of the need for
circular food systems,
» To support multi-stakeholder, regional and international
dialogues on circular food production among ASEM
stakeholders, and
» To provide platform for creative solutions through
collaboration and networking

BAC KG ROU N D
The adoption of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
outlined in “Transforming Our World: the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development” has highlighted the key
role food system plays in meeting global challenges such
as unsustainable consumption and production patterns,
ecosystem services and climate change among others.
According to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change, the global linear food-production system that relies
on chemicals and fuel to produce and transport food over
great distances is to blame for between 21% & 37% of the
world’s greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. The majority of
agricultural emissions come from livestock, rice cultivation
and the use of synthetic fertilizers.
Moreover, as ecosystems, such as forests and grasslands,
are destroyed and the land converted to agricultural use,
there is a loss of vegetation that has been contributing to
removing GHGs from the atmosphere. Meanwhile, food
production is also impacted by climate change that produces
unpredictable and often extreme weather conditions or
water scarcity.
Moving towards circular food systems presents an
opportunity to contribute to preserving the environment and
mitigating the climate crisis.

Hence, the conference is designed to promote exchanges on
regional and international levels and to highlight the range
of multi-stakeholder initiatives or partnerships promoting
the adoption of Sustainable Consumption and Production
(SCP) practices. It will also benefit from contributions from
experts in the field of private-sector engagement.
There will be several interactive sessions designed to
encourage the exchange of presentations showcasing
national progress and achievements by representatives
from ASEM partners, as well as plenary discussions on core
aspects of SCP and the circular economy.
The event will consist of two plenary sessions and four
parallel thematic streams on:
»
»
»
»

Agriculture
SMEs & Food circularity
Food policy & security during pandemic and
International food trade

that will break down the challenges into manageable
areas with specific characteristics that require differential
approaches. Participants will be encouraged to participate
in these parallel sessions based on their expertise and
experience in order to produce outcomes that will guide
others as they deal with these issues in their own contexts.
The conference will provide:
»
»
»

An overall introduction to food systems and the main
obstacles to circularity on global and national level;
A connection to international meetings such as ASEM,
UN Food Summit and COP 26;
An Asian-European dimension by linking Asian and
European approaches to the transition to circular foodproduction systems.

All attendees will be strongly encouraged to interact with
one another to share their ideas and experience, so as to
develop a common dialogue.

ENVFORUM ANNUAL CONFERENCE • CONCEPT NOTE • 2

O B J EC T I V E S

To contribute to a better understanding
of circular food system transition pathways
among ASEM Partners

S PE AKE RS & PAR T ICIPAN T S
This conference will gather approximately 300 attendees
and speakers, including:
» representatives from relevant ministries working on
SDGs implementation in the ASEM region
» international experts from civil society, academia,
and business working on issues related to the SDGs
& circular food systems and the challenges posed by
climate change
» sustainable development experts and practitioners
interested in solution-oriented policies

TAN GIBLE OU TC OME S
To explore links between food production,
transport and markets

»
»

»
»
To support multi-stakeholder,
regional and international dialogues
on appropriate & sustainable
food production

A heightened awareness of the necessity to move food
systems in the direction of circularity
An enabling environment for stakeholders to exchange
ideas on the transition to circular food systems in the
context of climate change
Solution-oriented policy briefs emerging from
discussions in the thematic sessions
A report on the conference proceedings including
summaries of the expert presentations

A S I A -E URO PE E NV IRONME N T FORU M
( E NVFORUM )
The ENVforum aims to contribute to the global agenda by
providing a platform to facilitate and reinforce knowledge
exchange between officials, experts and businesses from
Asia and Europe under the framework of the 2030 Agenda.

To provide platform for collaboration and
networking

Established in 2003, the ENVforum is a partnership of the
Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF), Hanns Seidel Foundation
(HSF), ASEM SMEs Eco-Innovation Center (ASEIC), and the
Institute for Global Environmental Strategies (IGES).
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T H E A S I A - E U RO PE ENV I RONM EN T FORUM ( E NVFORUM ) C ONSOR T IUM
The Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF) promotes understanding, strengthens relationships
and facilitates cooperation among the people, institutions and organisations of Asia and
Europe. ASEF enhances dialogue, enables exchanges and encourages collaboration
across the thematic areas of culture, education, governance, economy, sustainable
development, public health and media.
ASEF is an intergovernmental not-for-profit organisation located in Singapore. Founded in
1997, it is the only institution of the Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM).
ASEF runs more than 25 projects a year, consisting of around 100 activities, mainly
conferences, seminars, workshops, lectures, publications, and online platforms, together
with about 150 partner organisations. Each year over 3,000 Asians and Europeans
participate in ASEF’s activities, and much wider audiences are reached through its
various events, networks, and web portals.
For more information, please visit www.ASEF.org
Stockholm Environment Institute (SEI) is an international non-profit research and policy
organisation that tackles environment and development challenges. We connect science
and decision-making to develop solutions for a sustainable future for all. Our approach
is highly collaborative: stakeholder involvement is at the heart of our efforts to build
capacity, strengthen institutions, and equip partners for the long term. Our work spans
climate, water, air, and land-use issues, and integrates evidence and perspectives on
governance, the economy, gender, and human health. Across our eight centres in Europe,
Asia, Africa, and the Americas, we engage with policy processes, development action and
business practice throughout the world.
For more information, please visit www.sei.org
The Hanns Seidel Foundation (HSF) is a German Political Foundation. It is entrusted
by the German Parliament with a mandate, which lies at the core of the task of
promoting democratic and sustainable structures worldwide. This mandate involves the
strengthening of the relevant institutions and persons, procedures and norms and the
requisite attitudes enabling such development to take place.
For more information, please visit www.hss.de or www.hss.de/southeastasia
ASEM SMEs Eco-Innovation Center (ASEIC) was established in 2011 with the principal
mandate of promoting Asia-Europe cooperation to create and enhance eco-innovation of
small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in both regions.
For more information, please visit www.aseic.org/main.do
Established in 1998, the Institute for Global Environmental Strategies (IGES) is an
independent, not-for-profit think tank based in Japan. It goes beyond research to provide
practical ways to protect the earth’s environment and to realise greater sustainability and
equity in the global community.
For more information, please visit www.iges.or.jp
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