
SIDE EVENT
Regional Efforts to Address Climate-induced Loss and Damage and Human Rights

Human Rights Council, 51st session
Monday 26 September, 14h00-15h00 (CET) | Palais des Nations, Room XXV, Geneva, Switzerland

Join online: https://ungeneva-vc.webex.com/ungeneva-vc/j.php?MTID=mb65c345ed4110168a0c7dab9bff971d8 

 
Climate-related sudden- and slow-onset events are already leading to economic and non-economic loss and damage, which can 

no longer be avoided even if sufficient mitigation and adaptation measures were implemented. This results in violations of a 

wide range of human rights, including the rights to life, health, food, water, housing, education, decent work, cultural rights and 

the right to a clean, healthy and sustainable environment. The recent floods in Pakistan, drought in the Horn of Africa and fires 

across Europe and other countries are a stark reminder of this. The risk of climate harms and their potential impacts on the full 

enjoyment of human rights are especially high for people and communities in vulnerable situations or who have been 

historically marginalized, such as women, children, Indigenous Peoples, peoples with disabilities, and people living in rural areas.

 

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) has highlighted that impacts on natural and human systems related to 

economic, social and cultural rights are already occurring and will continue to increase with every incremental rise of 

temperature. States must thus take urgent and large-scale action to address human rights harms caused by climate-induced 

loss and damage, in accordance with their human rights obligations at the international, regional and national levels. Policy 

coherence across relevant multilateral fora is key to ensure adequate, rights-based responses.

 

The 21st Informal ASEM Seminar on Human Rights on the topic ‘Human Rights and Climate Change”, which was held on 16-18 

March 2022 in Luxembourg and online, was organised jointly by the Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF) and partner institutions. 

This multi-stakeholder meeting concluded that stronger concerted international cooperation is needed to address the 

unfolding climate emergency to deliver sustainable and equitable solutions for all. It highlighted the role of human rights bodies, 

instruments, and processes in bridging this gap and how ongoing law- and policy-making processes at the national, regional, and 

international level can offer new avenues for addressing this concern.

 

UN Treaty Bodies, Special Procedures and other international entities for the protection of human rights have repeatedly 

affirmed that States need to protect affected individuals and communities from climate-induced human rights harm, 

domestically and extraterritorially.[1] According to a 2019 joint statement by five United Nations Treaty Bodies, “States must 

cooperate in good faith in the establishment of global responses addressing loss and damage suffered by vulnerable countries.” The 

recent report of the UN Special Rapporteur on human rights and climate change also provides an overview of the human rights 

implications of loss and damage, and highlights how progress in addressing and supporting loss and damage has been limited.

 

This side event will provide the opportunity to discuss the human rights implications of loss and damage in the context of 
climate change, identify existing good practices for addressing loss and damage, in Asia and Europe, and explore the role of 
the Human Rights Council and other international human rights bodies in contributing to rights-based approaches to 
addressing the adverse impacts of climate change. 
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●  Dr Annalisa Savaresi, Associate Professor in International Environmental Law, University of Eastern Finland

●  Dr Ian Fry, UN Special Rapporteur on the protection and promotion of human rights in the context of climate change

●  Joie Chowdhury, Program Coordinator for Environment & ESCR, International Network for Economic, Social and 
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●  Speaker from a National Human Rights Institution (TBD)

MODERATOR: Lien Vandamme, Senior Campaigner, Center for International Environmental Law (CIEL)

[1] See, for instance, UN doc A/74/161; CESCR, Climate change and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (2018).
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