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Guests of Honor 

 
No. Country/Institution Name & Designation Institution 

1.  ASEF Ambassador Beata STOCZYŃSKA 

Executive Director 

 

Asia-Europe Foundation 

2.  ASEF/Philippines Ambassador Medardo G. MACARAIG 

ASEF Governor for Philippines 

 

Asia-Europe Foundation 

3.  Philippines Professor Bert J TUGA 

President 

 

Philippine Normal University 

4.  Philippines Dr Marilyn U. BALAGTAS 

Vice President for Academics  

 

Philippine Normal University 

 

Resource Persons 

 
No. Country/Institution Name & Designation Institution 

5.  ADB Mr Jeffrey Jian XU 

Education Practice, Human and 

Social Development Sector 

 

Asian Development Bank 

6.  Australia Dr Selena Marie Jocelyne NEMORIN 

Lecturer 

 

Monash University 

7.  China Professor Li YUAN 

Professor 

 

Beijing Normal University 

8.  China Professor Ronghuai HUANG 

Co-Dean 

 

Smart Learning Institute of Beijing Normal 

University 

9.  Croatia Ms Lidija KRALJ 

Expert for AI & Data and Leader of 

the AI in Education Squad 

 

Council of Europe, European Commission; 

Education Analyst & Advisor, EduConLK 

10.  Estonia Professor Margus PEDASTE 

Professor of Educational Innovation 

 

Institute of Education, University of Tartu 

11.  France Professor Colin DE LA HIGUERA 

UNESCO Chair in Technologies for 

the Training of Teachers by Open 

Educational Resources (OER) 

 

University of Nantes 

12.  Japan Dr Miki SUKIMURA 

UNESCO Chair for Education for 

Human Dignity, Peace and 

Sustainability & Professor 

 

Sophia University 

13.  Korea Dr Kyungmee LEE 

Associate Professor 

 

Seoul National University 

14.  Malaysia Dr Fumiko KONNO 

Senior Digital Learning Designer, 

Digital Learning Hub (DLH) 

Asia Pacific University of Technology & 

Innovation 
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No. Country/Institution Name & Designation Institution 

 

15.  Philippines Asec Marcelino G. VELOSO III, 

Assistant Secretary, Information & 

Communications Technology Service 

 

Department of Education 

16.  Philippines Dr Lordinio A. VERGARA 

Vice President for Finance and 

Administration 

 

Philippine Normal University 

17.  Philippines 

 

Associate Professor Nonita C.  

MARTE 

Faculty of Behavioural and Social 

Sciences 

 

Philippine Normal University 

18.  Philippines Ms Francesca Venisse C. MAYORGA, 

Bachelor in Values Education 

Student, Philippine Normal University 

Councilor, Students’ Rights and 

Welfare Committee 

 

 

PNU University Student Council 

19.  Philippines Mr Jude Russel Ulatan CUNTAPAY 

Partnerships Manager 

 

 

The Global Citizen Education Group 

 

20.  Singapore Dr Dai Hwee TAN 

Master Teacher 

 

Academy of Singapore Teachers 

21.  Singapore Professor Seng Chee TAN 

Associate Dean 

 

National Institute of Education, Nanyang 

Technological University 

22.  Slovenia Ms Anja POLAJNAR 

Research Project Manager 

 

Jožef Stefan Institute (JSI) 

23.  Slovenia Mr Mitja JERMOL 

UNESCO Chair on Open Technologies 

for Open Educational Resources and 

Open Learning 

 

Jožef Stefan Institute (JSI) / International 

Research Centre On Artificial Intelligence 

(IRCAI) 

24.  United Kingdom Professor Wayne HOLMES 

Associate Professor, UCL Knowledge 

Lab 

 

University College London (UCL) 
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Co-organisers 

 

No. Country/Institution Name & Designation Institution 

25.  ASEF Ms Reka TOZSA 

Director, Education Department 

 

Asia-Europe Foundation  

26.  ASEF Ms Angie TOH 

Senior Admin/Project Manager 

 

Asia-Europe Foundation  

27.  ASEF Ms Jyoti RAHAMAN 

Education Innovation Lead 

 

Asia-Europe Foundation  

28.  AsTEN Mr John Carlo RAMOS 

Executive Director 

 

Association of Southeast Asian Teacher 

Education Network (AsTEN) 

29.  PNU Mr Christianus Ricardo A. GOBRES 

Administrative Assistant 

 

Philippine Normal University 
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Guests of Honour 

 

 

Ambassador Beata 

STOCZYŃSKA 

 

Executive Director 

 

Asia-Europe Foundation 

 

Ambassador Beata Stoczyńska joined the Asia-Europe 

Foundation (ASEF) as its 9th Executive Director in October 

2024. She is the first female and the first Polish national to 

lead the organisation. Ambassador STOCZYŃSKA has a 

distinguished career in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 

Republic of Poland. Prior to her appointment at ASEF, she 

was Ambassador of Poland to Indonesia, Timor-Leste, and 

ASEAN (2018 to 2024). She also previously served as 

Ambassador of Poland to New Zealand (2010 to 2014). At 

the Ministry, her portfolios included the Asia Pacific region, 

as well as relations with the European Union. She brings to 

ASEF invaluable international experience, proven 

managerial skills and broad networks of contacts. 

 

 

Ambassador Medardo G. 

MACARAIG 

 

ASEF Governor 

 

Asia-Europe Foundation 

 

 

Ambassador Medardo G Macaraig is a career diplomat with 

almost thirty years of experience at the Philippine 

Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA). He arrived in 

Singapore on 1 February and presented his credentials to 

President Halimah Yacob as Ambassador Extraordinary and 

Plenipotentiary of the Republic of the Philippines to the 

Republic of Singapore on 14 February 2023. Prior to his 

assignment as Philippine Ambassador to Singapore, he was 

the Assistant Secretary for the DFA’s Office of Asset 

Management and Support Services. 

 

 

Professor Bert J TUGA 

 

President 

Philippine Normal 

University 

 

Philippines 

 

Dr Bert J Tuga is the 11th President of the Philippine Normal 

University (PNU), the National Center for Teacher Education. 

Prior to his current post, he has occupied the following 

positions in the University: Vice President for Finance and 

Administration, Vice President for University Relations and 

Advancement, and Campus Executive Director & Provost. 

Dr. Tuga finished his PhD in Curriculum and Instruction in 

2016 from the Philippine Normal University and completed 

a PhD Sandwich Program for his dissertation at the Ohio 

State University, Columbus, USA. Outside PNU, Dr. Tuga 

serves as Executive Director of the United Nations 

Association of the Philippines, Regional Chair, PASUC-NCR, 

Board Member of the Philippine Association for Teachers of 

Educational Foundations, and a member of the Core Team 

of the Asia-Pacific Network on Global Citizenship Education. 

He is also an alumnus of KOICA Fellowship Program on 

Higher Education Policy Development. Currently, Dr. Tuga 

serves as lead consultant of an international project on 

Global Citizenship Education implemented by UNESCO 

Bangkok. 

 

Dr Marilyn U. BALAGTAS 

 

Vice President for 

Academics 

Philippine Normal 

University  

 

Philippines 

 

 

 

 

Dr Marilyn U. Balagtas is a distinguished leader in education 

and an advocate for academic excellence and innovation. 

As the Vice President for Academics at the Philippine 

Normal University (PNU), the National Center for Teacher 

Education in the Philippines, she has been instrumental in 

shaping policies and programmes that enhance teacher 

education and professional development. With a career 

dedicated to advancing education, Dr Balagtas combines 

visionary leadership with a deep commitment to 

empowering educators and learners. Her work emphasises 

the transformative power of education to drive societal 

progress, making her a respected figure in the academic 

community both locally and internationally. Dr Balagtas 

continues to inspire through her dedication to fostering 

meaningful learning experiences, positioning PNU as a 

leader in teacher education and development. 
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Resource Persons 

 

Mr Jeffrey Jian XU 

 

Senior Education 

Specialist, Human and 

Social Development 

Sector Office 

 

Asian Development Bank 

(ADB) 

 

Mr Jeffrey Xu serves in the ADB education sector group leading 

the Education Technology and Digital Transformation solutions 

working group. Jeffrey covers ADB’s engagement in education 

and skills development related projects with developing 

member countries, particularly using digital technology and AI 

to promote education equity, improve efficiency and efficacy in 

teaching and learning, and actively contributing to the ADB 

bank wide Climate Change Action Plan. Jeffrey is an information 

technology professional with over 25 years of experiences 

enabling business transformations through effective 

technology solutions, across multiple industries including 

education, real estate, financial services, health care, bio-

pharmaceutical, and telecom. Prior to joining ADB. Jeffrey 

worked in US for 12 years with the satellite communications 

sector (Hughes Network Systems) and financial services sector 

(Freddie Mac), Jeffrey then spent the last 10 years in China 

working as CIO of Novartis Greater China Region, CIO of 

CapitaLand China and CTO of New Oriental Education 

Technology Group.  

 

 

Dr Selena Marie Jocelyne 

NEMORIN 

 

Lecturer 

Monash University 

 

Australia 

 

 

 

Dr Selena Nemorin is a lecturer in educational technologies at 

Monash University. Her research interests include critical 

theories of technology, surveillance & society, AI/tech ethics, 

and youth and new media/technologies. She has worked on 

research projects that have examined the uses of new 

technologies in digital schools, data/IoT ethics, educational 

equity and inclusion, as well as human rights policies and 

procedures in post-secondary institutions. Her publications 

centre on socio-technical accounts of education and digital 

technology use, with a focus on how bodies are governed 

through new technologies. Read more about her here: (link).  

She tweets @digiteracy  

 

 
 

Professor Li YUAN 

 

Professor 

Beijing Normal University 

 

China 

 

 

 

 

Li Yuan is a Professor at the College of Education for the Future 

and Director of the Centre for Connective Intelligence in 

Education at Beijing Normal University Zhuhai Campus. For the 

last 20 years, Professor Yuan has worked in the UK to 

investigate the impact of technology in education and support 

innovative use of digital technology in teaching and learning. 

She has worked in a number of large technology enhanced 

learning and educational future projects in Europe. Her main 

research interests including: Artificial Intelligence and Future 

Education, Learning Analytics, and Online/Blended Learning. 

 

Professor Ronghuai 

HUANG 

 

Co-Dean 

Smart Learning Institute 

of Beijing Normal 

University 

 

China 

 

 

 

Professor Ronghuai Huang is a Professor of Education at 

Beijing Normal University (BNU) and holds multiple prestigious 

roles in the field. He is currently the Co-Dean of BNU's Smart 

Learning Institute, the Director of the National Engineering 

Research Center of Cyberlearning and Intelligent Technology, 

and the Director of the Educational Informatisation Strategy 

Research Base in Beijing, under the Ministry of Education of 

the People's Republic of China. Additionally, he serves as the 

UNESCO Chair on Artificial Intelligence in Education and the 

Director of the UNESCO International Research and Training 

Centre for Rural Education. With extensive expertise in 

educational informatisation, smart learning environments, 

technology-supported innovative teaching, and artificial 

intelligence in education, Professor Huang has received 

https://research.monash.edu/en/persons/selena-nemorin
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notable accolades throughout his career such as the National 

Award for Outstanding Teaching Achievement. Professor 

Huang's contributions extend beyond recognition, as he has 

actively participated in over 100 national, provincial, and 

ministerial projects. His influential ideas have reached wide 

audiences through the publication of more than 300 academic 

papers and over 40 books, both domestically and 

internationally.  

 

 

Ms Lidija KRALJ 

 

Expert for AI & Data and 

Leader of the AI in 

Education Squad 

Council of Europe, 

European Commission; 

Education Analyst & 

Advisor, EduConLK 

 

Croatia 

 

Ms Lidija Kralj is an international education analyst and expert 

in data and AI in education. She is a member of the European 

Commission’s working groups on Artificial intelligence and data 

in education and training, High-quality Informatics, digital 

education, and safer internet; UNESCO and Council of Europe 

workgroups on AI and education and Digital citizenship; author 

of digital learning resources and textbooks, as well as an 

advisor and teacher trainer, researcher and analyst of 

education area and regulations for JRC. She had been working 

at the Ministry of Science and Education in Croatia, where she 

led reforms in the areas of digital education, learning analytics, 

data-based decisions in education and comprehensive 

curricula reform. Lidija is an eLearning and project manager, 

and a lecturer in Mathematics and Computer Science with 30 

years of experience.  

 

 

Professor Margus 

PEDASTE 

 

Professor of Educational 

Innovation 

Institute of Education, 

University of Tartu 

 

Estonia 

 

Professor Margus Pedaste is a Full Professor of Educational 

Innovation at the Institute of Education of the Faculty of Social 

Sciences of the University of Tartu. He is also the head of the 

Institute of Education. Prof Pedaste’s teaching and research 

focus is on improving learners’ digital literacy, inquiry skills and 

problem solving, as well as on educational technology in 

supporting teaching and learning, especially in the context of 

science education. For 15 years he taught biology in school, 

and during this period he was also one of the founders of the 

Estonian Association of Biology Educators. He has led or 

participated as a principal investigator in several international 

research and development projects to support students’ 

learning, teachers’ professional development and the teacher 

education reform in Estonia. The president of Estonia has 

awarded him the Order of the White Star. He is also Research 

fellow of the International Research Centre on Artificial 

Intelligence Under the Auspices of UNESCO.  

 

 
 

Professor Colin de la 

HIGUERA 

 

UNESCO Chair, 

Technologies for the 

Training of Teachers by 

Open Educational 

Resources (OER) 

University of Nantes 

 

 

France 

 

Professor Colin de la Higuera is Professor in Computer Science 

at Nantes University (France). He teaches and is a researcher 

in Machine Learning and Artificial Intelligence. He has been the 

founding president of the SIF, the French Informatics Society 

and is currently a trustee of the Knowledge for All foundation. 

In 2017, based on the project Class’Code he contributed to 

launch in France, UNESCO created a Chair in Technologies for 

the Training of Teachers by Open Educational Resources at 

University of Nantes, which he is now holding. In 2021 UNESCO 

renewed the Chair in “Open Educational Resources and 

Artificial Intelligence”. In 2024, Unesco created a Unitwin 

Network in Open Education, with 16 partners from 14 

countries. Colin de la Higuera is the coordinator of this network. 

In 2024, he received the Open Education Global Leadership 

Award.  
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Dr Miki SUKIMURA 

 

UNESCO Chair for 

Education for Human 

Dignity, Peace and 

Sustainability & Professor 

Sophia University 

 

Japan 

 

Prof Miki Sugimura is a professor of Comparative and 

International Education, Faculty of Human Sciences of Sophia 

University, and UNESCO Chairholder on Education for Human 

Dignity, Peace and Sustainability. She received M.Ed. and PhD 

from University of Tokyo. She is also a visiting professor of the 

United Nations University Institute for the Advanced Study of 

Sustainability (UNU-IAS), a research fellow of Japan 

International Cooperation Agency Ogata Institute, and Vice 

Chair of Promotion of Sustainability in Postgraduate Education 

and Research in the Asia-Pacific region (ProSPER.Net). She was 

appointed to a member of the International Expert Group on 

the revision of the 1974 Recommendation by UNESCO in 

2022. She was also a member of Japanese National 

Commission for UNESCO, President of Japan Comparative 

Education Society (JCES). She works for the executive board of 

World Council of Comparative Education Societies (WCCES). 

Her research topics are international higher education, 

multicultural education, and Education for Sustainable 

Development (ESD). 

 

 

Dr Kyungmee LEE 

 

Associate Professor 

Seoul National University 

 

Korea 

 

Prof Kyungmee Lee is an Associate Professor of Qualitative 

Educational Research and the Sociology of 

Educational Technology at the Department of Education, Seoul 

National University, South Korea. Previously, she 

was a Senior Lecturer in Technology Enhanced Learning at the 

Department of Educational Research at Lancaster University in 

the UK, where many of her publications on how doctoral 

students learn and live online stemmed from, including her 

recent co-authored book: “Online Postgraduate Education: Re-

imagining Openness, Distance, and Interaction.” Using a range 

of qualitative research methodologies and evocative academic 

writings, she has investigated the academic experiences of 

diverse non-traditional student groups in technology-mediated 

learning and teaching settings. Kyungmee’s scholarship 

emphasizes concepts of discourse, knowledge, and power, 

understood through a Foucauldian lens. Her current research 

program explores the complex relationships between 

human subjects and non-human subjects, such as advanced 

intellectual technologies, in education and research contexts. 

 

 

Dr Fumiko KONNO 

 

Senior Digital Learning 

Designer, Digital Learning 

Hub (DLH) 

Asia Pacific University of 

Technology & Innovation 

 

 

Malyasia/Japan 

 

Dr Fumiko KONNO, originally from Japan, specialises in 

enhancing university faculty skills through a reflective 

approach and effective use of Information and Communication 

Technology. With a PhD in Educational Informatics, she has 

devoted her career to advancing teacher education, 

instructional design, and teaching improvement. At Tohoku 

University in Japan, Dr Fumiko developed comprehensive 

programmes for early-career faculty, forging collaborations with 

institutions in the USA and Australia. Her research has 

contributed to preparing future faculty and designing effective 

professional development activities in higher education. Seven 

years ago, embracing a new chapter in her journey of life, Dr 

Fumiko relocated to Malaysia. She currently serves as a 

Lecturer and Senior Digital Learning Designer at the Digital 

Learning Hub of Asia Pacific University of Technology & 

Innovation (APU). In this role, she guides academics in digital 

learning design and leads the Master of Education in Learning 

Design and Technology programme. Dr Fumiko leverages her 

extensive experience to foster educational innovation in a 

diverse, international setting, continuing her commitment to 

enhancing higher education practices across cultural 

boundaries. 
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Mr Marcelino G. VELOSO 

III 

 

Assistant Secretary, 

Information & 

Communications 

Technology Service, 

Department of Education 

Director for ICT Services, 

Philippines 

Director for ICT Services 

Department of Education 

 

Philippines 

 

Mr Marcelino G. Veloso III brings a dynamic blend of legal 

expertise and technological innovation to his role as Assistant 

Secretary of the Department of Education, Manila, Philippines. 

Mr Veloso is poised to lead transformative initiatives in 

education policy, ensuring meaningful advancements in the 

sector in his current role. Prior to his appointment, he served 

as Counsel at Gorriceta Africa Cauton & Saavedra, where he 

played a pivotal role in shaping the firm’s growth, particularly in 

the tech and startup sectors. With a diverse background that 

spans programming, IT, and startup leadership, Mr Veloso is 

recognised for his forward-thinking approach and passion for 

driving progress. His unique perspective and hands-on 

experience have consistently empowered him to deliver 

impactful solutions, aligning with his commitment to fostering 

innovation. At the ASEFClassNet17 Conference, he delivered a 

keynote highlighting education innovation and education 

challenges across Philippines.  

 

 

Dr Lordinio A. VERGARA 

 

Vice President for Finance 

and Administration 

Philippine Normal 

University 

 

Philippines 

 

Dr Lordinio A. Vergara is the current Vice President for Finance 

and Administration of Philippine Normal University (PNU). 

Concomitantly, he is also the Head of the National Committee 

on Dance and the Secretary of the National Sub-Commission 

for the Arts under the National Commission for Culture and the 

Arts (NCCA) in the Philippines.His expertise includes Physical 

Education Teacher Education, Philippine Traditional Dances 

and Games, Leisure and Recreation Education, and Sports 

Pedagogy. He serves as Technical Committee Member of the 

Physical Education and Sports and Wellness Management of 

the Commission on Higher Education and consultant of the K-

12 PE and Health MATATAG Curriculum of the Department of 

Education. He co-authored various Physical Education 

textbooks used in the Basic Education and developed modules 

for Teachers in the K-12 PE Curriculum and other instructional 

materials in dance, physical education, and sports. He is also 

the festival consultant of the Kawayan Festival of the Province 

of Abra and served as judge in various street dance festivals 

like sinulog, dinagyang, panagbenga, sinukwan, sublian, 

singkaban, pasigarbo sa sugbo, among others. He is the 

recipient of the 2024 Gawad Kumintang para sa Sayaw ng 

Lalawigan ng Batangas. 

 

 
 

Associate Professor 

Nonita C.  MARTE 

 

Faculty of Behavioural 

and Social Sciences 

Philippine Normal 

University 

 

Philippines 

 

Prof Nonita C. Marte is currently teaching as an Associate 

Professor V at the PNU Faculty of Behavioral and Social 

Sciences under the Values Education program. She serves as 

a lecturer, trainer, resource speaker, and facilitator of various 

trainings and seminar workshops in GMRC/ Values Education, 

Values Integration Across Disciplines, and Technology 

Integration in Teaching and Learning. She is the program 

coordinator for the VE Program, the university supervisor for 

student teacher interns, and the lecturer for the VE Board 

Licensure Examination for Professional Teachers (BLEPT). She 

has written textbooks and modules for VE from the elementary 

to the tertiary level. She is a content creator and curator of 

online teaching tools and resources for GMRC/VE. She was one 

of the recipients of the Australia Awards Fellowship Program at 

the Queensland University of Technology on “Fostering Digital 

Literacy: Developing Multimedia Modules on Educational 

Leadership and Teaching."  She was one of the resource 

speakers for the Senate hearings on Republic Act 11476, also 

known as the Good Manners and Right Conduct (GMRC) and 

Values Education Act, which was recently signed into law.  
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Ms Francesca Venisse C. 

MAYORGA 

 

Bachelor in Values 

Education Student, 

Philippine 

Normal University 

Councilor, Students’ 

Rights and Welfare 

Committee, PNU 

University Student Council 

 

Philippines 

Francesca Venisse Mayorga, currently a 4th year Bachelor in 

Values Education Student from Philippine Normal University - 

Manila. She serves as a Councilor in Philippine Normal 

University - University Student Council, where she is also the 

Head of Students' Rights and Welfare Committee. She also 

works as a Student-Teacher Assistant under a Values 

Education professor. She previously served as the Education 

and Research Committee Head of the Values Education 

Organization at PNU, known as the Samahan ng mga 

Tagapagpalaganap ng Edukasyon sa Pagpapahalaga (PNU-

STEP), for the Academic Year 2023 - 2024. She also held 

positions as the former Deputy Officer of the Chairperson of the 

PNU University Student Council and as the former President of 

the PNU-USC Freshmen Assembly. She has been actively 

involved in several organizations over previous academic 

years, including serving as a Member of the PNU MULAT 

Education Committee, the PNU LUNTIAN Education Committee, 

and the Youth Advocates for Climate Action Philippines 

Education Committee. She was also a Member of the 

Philosophical Society of PNU-Manila and the Assistant Head of 

the PNU PAWS Education and Research Committee. An active 

and dedicated student in the academic field of Values 

Education, she advocates for human and environmental rights 

and fights for the struggles of minorities. She aspires to 

become a lawyer and a Values Education teacher in the future. 

 

 
 

Mr Jude Russel Ulatan 

CUNTAPAY 

 

Partnerships Manager 

The Global Citizen 

Education Group 

 

Singapore/Philippines 

Jude Russel Ulatan Cuntapay, LPT is a licensed professional 

teacher from the Philippines. His passion towards community 

and sustainable development led him to his current role as the 

Partnerships Manager (Philippines) of The Global Citizen 

Education Group, a Singapore-based social enterprise whose 

goal is to use education as a platform for impact in developing 

global citizens across the globe. His professional background 

as Subject Area Head on Social Studies and International 

Baccalaureate History Teacher immersed him to lead and train 

teachers on different aspects of curriculum planning, 

integration and implementation (Common Core, IGCSE, and IB 

Curriculum), technology integration in the classroom, 

classroom management through Positive Learning 

Environment through Discipline (PLED), and creating course 

designs for virtual and hybrid classroom implementation of 

Social Studies Curriculum. In his first year of teaching, he was 

recognized as an ACE Teacher of the Year and a Model LMS 

Teacher (2016) by Southville Global Education Network. He is 

named as one of the Environmental Education 30 under 30 of 

the North American Association of Environmental Education 

Class of 2023 recognizing his significant contribution in the 

field of Environmental Education. 

 

 

Dr Dai Hwee TAN 

 

Master Teacher 

Academy of 

Singapore Teachers, 

MoE 

 

Singapore  

Dr Dai Hwee Tan is Master Teacher of Economics at the 

Academy of Singapore Teachers based at Ministry of Education 

(MoE) Singapore. Prior to this appointment, she was an 

economics classroom teacher for almost two decades. In her 

current role, she spearheads and promotes networks of 

learning among economics teachers in Singapore’s junior 

colleges. She also contributes to uplifting pedagogical 

standards and deepening the economics subject discipline 

through workshops and other professional learning 

opportunities that she conducts and organizes. Dai Hwee’s 

professional and research interests are in formative 

assessment, feedback, and self-regulated learning. Currently, 

she is leading a group of teachers to explore innovative ways to 

harness GenAI to enhance teaching and learning, with a focus 

on deepening students' understanding, and empowering 
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teachers to leverage AI for Differentiated Instruction, Inquiry-

based learning, and formative assessments such as self-

assessment, feedback, and marking. 

 

 

Professor Seng Chee TAN 

 

Associate Dean 

National Institute of 

Education, Nanyang 

Technological University 

 

Singapore 

 

Seng Chee Tan is an Associate Dean of the Office of Graduate 

Studies and Professional Learning, National Institute of 

Education (NIE), Nanyang Technological University (NTU). He 

has been working on integrating technologies into education 

within NIE, university and beyond. He has been active in 

promoting the use of technologies in NIE and has been serving 

as the co-chair for the AI@NIE implementation committee, chair 

for emerging technologies strategic growth area, and co-chair 

for Data Empowerment Programme. His research focuses on 

exploring and integrating emerging technologies into 

education, including computer-supported collaborative 

learning, knowledge building, learning analytics and artificial 

intelligence. His recent publications include “Knowledge 

Creation in Education”, “Pushing the frontier: A cohesive 

system-wide approach to integrating ICT into education”, 

“Transforming teaching and learning in higher education” and 

“Navigating the pedagogical space for knowledge building 

classrooms: Theories, principles, and practices”.  

 

 

Ms Anja POLAJNAR 

 

Research Project 

Manager 

Jožef Stefan Institute (JSI) 

 

Slovenia 

 

Anja Polajnar is a project manager at the Jožef Stefan Institute 

(JSI) in Slovenia. At JSI, she coordinates the “Open Education 

for a Better World” (OE4BW) international mentoring program 

under the auspices of the “UNESCO Chair on Open 

Technologies for Open Educational Resources and Open 

Learning.” OE4BW promotes the development and 

implementation of freely accessible online educational 

modules and resources with a social impact, aligning with the 

UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Through an 

innovative approach to building Open Educational Resources 

(OER), OE4BW connects developers of educational materials 

with volunteer expert mentors who guide them online in 

creating and implementing impactful courses. Anja is also 

actively involved in dissemination, community building, and 

managing Horizon Europe projects. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mr Mitja JERMOL 

 

UNESCO Chair 

Open Technologies for 

Open Educational 

Resources  and Open 

Learning  

JSI and IRCAI 

 

Slovenia 

 

Mitja Jermol is UNESCO Chair holder for Open Technologies for 

Open Educational Resources and Open Learning and the head 

of the Centre for knowledge Transfer at the Jožef Stefan 

Institute, the national research institute in Slovenia. He is also 

a member of the management team of IRCAI – International 

Research Center on Artificial Intelligence under auspices of 

UNESCO, being responsible for projects that are addressing 

global challenges related to SDGs with AI (AI in Smart Cities, 

Circular Economy, Environment, Intelligent Transport, Smart 

Energy Grids, Factories of the Future, Cyber Security, 

Technology Enhanced Learning, Knowledge Management and 

Business Intelligence). He has a long track record in setting up 

and managing large projects like videolectures.NET, Science 

Atlas, Analytics framework for fighting against corruption and 

more. Mitja is a member of the management teams of 

Knowledge4All Foundation and MyMachine Global. He is also 

involved in the European Complex System Society, Open 

Education Consortium, Opencast and European current 

research information systems (CRIS) community. 
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Professor Wayne 

HOLMES 

 

Associate Professor, UCL 

Knowledge Lab 

University College London 

(UCL) 

 

United Kingdom 

Wayne Holmes (DPhil, University of Oxford) is an Associate 

Professor in the UCL Knowledge Lab at University College 

London (UK). His research takes a critical studies perspective 

to Artificial Intelligence and education (AI&ED) and its ethical, 

human rights, and social justice implications. Wayne is leading 

the Council of Europe’s expert group on AI&ED, which is 

developing legislation to protect the human rights of learners 

and teachers who engage with AI-enabled systems, for which 

he co-wrote Artificial Intelligence and Education. A critical view 

through the Lens of Human Rights, Democracy and the Rule of 

Law; he is also Consultant for the Technology and AI in 

Education unit at UNESCO, for which he co-wrote AI and 

Education: Guidance for Policy-makers and Guidance for 

Generative AI in Education and Research; and he is a Senior 

Researcher in AI&ED for IRCAI (the International Research 

Centre on Artificial Intelligence under the auspices of UNESCO). 

Wayne has also co-written Artificial Intelligence in Education. 

Promise and Implications for Teaching and Learning (Holmes 

et al., 2019), Citizens Interacting with AI Systems (for the EU 

JRC, Vuorikari and Holmes, 2022), State of the Art and Practice 

in AI in Education (Holmes and Tuomi, 2022), and The Ethics 

of AI in Education. Practices, Challenges and Debates (Holmes 

and Porayska-Pomsta, Eds, 2022). He has advised ministries 

of education and given invited keynotes about AI&ED in 

countries around the world.  

 

 

Co-organisers 

 

Ms Réka TÓZSA 

 

Director, Education 

Department  

 

Asia-Europe Foundation 

(ASEF) 

 

Réka Tózsa, a Hungarian national, joined ASEF in 2017 and 

became Director of Education Department in June 2022. In 

this capacity she coordinates the youth, secondary school 

teacher and higher education policy projects of ASEF, which 

include high level forums, policy dialogues, and capacity 

building trainings. Prior to joining ASEF, Reka was the Head 

of International Office at the University of Public Service in 

Hungary, and a government official, appointed to Chief of 

Cabinet of the Deputy State Secretary for Higher Education 

and to staff member of the Hungarian EU Presidency. 

 

 

Ms Angie TOH 

 

Senior Admin/Project 

Manager, Education 

Department 

 

Asia-Europe Foundation 

(ASEF) 

 

Angie Toh joined ASEF in 1998. As Senior Admin/Project 

Manager, she oversees the Department’s financial and 

administrative processes and daily operations, as well as 

provides guidance and training to the team on these 

matters. Furthermore, Angie is the Project Coordinator of the 

ASEF Classroom Network (ASEF ClassNet), which provides 

opportunities for collaborative learning and intercultural 

exchanges among secondary, high, and vocational school 

educators and students in Asia and Europe. With over 20 

years of expertise in international project management and 

intercultural relations, she is also deputising the Department 

Director on financial, administrative, and human resources 

related matters. Prior to ASEF, she worked in the Marketing 

Department of an MNC in Singapore which dealt with 

overseas infrastructure projects. Born and raised in 

Singapore, Angie is fluent in both English and Chinese 

languages.  
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Ms Jyoti RAHAMAN 

 

Education Innovation 

Lead, Education 

Department 

 

Asia-Europe Foundation 

(ASEF) 

 

Jyoti Rahaman joined ASEF’s Education Department in 2018 

and leads the ASEF’s Teaching and Learning Pilla’s 

programme design, research, evaluation, and capacity 

building activities. Prior to ASEF, she worked for Internews, 

BBC Media Action, UNESCO Headquarter, the Norwegian 

Centre for ICT in Education and Democracy International. 

She contributed to several leadership platforms and 

conferences as a speaker that focused on education 

innovation namely UNESCO Digital Learning Week, Mobile 

Learning Week, Global Smart Education, WISE Young 

Schoolar with the Qatar Foundation, Global Youth 

Ambassador for A World at School, Peace and Leadership 

Fellow with Ashoka Japan. Jyoti deeply cares about 

empowering teachers for achieving quality education.  

 

 
 

Mr John Carlo Mari 

RAMOS  

  

Faculty 

Member/Executive 

Director   

Philippine Normal 

University/Association of 

Southeast Asian Teacher 

Education Network 

(AsTEN)  

  

Philippines  

 

John Carlo Mari Ramos is a licensed Professional Teacher 

and a Faculty Member of the Faculty of Behavioral and Social 

Sciences, Philippine Normal University, teaching Values 

Education, General Education, and Professional Education 

courses. He has earned his MA in Education with 

specialisation in Values Education and Bachelor of 

Secondary Education major in Values Education at PNU, and 

a Graduate Certificate in ASEAN Studies at the University of 

the Philippines Open University. In addition, he has worked 

as a Values Education/Edukasyon sa Pagpapakatao (EsP) 

teacher at the junior high school level. He is an alumnus of 

the Japan East-Asia Network for Students and Youths 

(JENESYS).  He is a trainer, lecturer, and facilitator in Values 

Education approaches and strategies, values integration 

across disciplines, values formation for youth, and licensure 

examination review. He also serves the Department of 

Education (DepEd) as a learning resource and content 

evaluator.  

 

 
 

Christianus Ricardo A. 

GOBRES 

 

Administrative Assistant 

Philippine Normal University 

 

Philippines 

 

Christianus Ricardo A. Gobres is a Magna Cum Laude 

graduate in English Education from the Philippine Normal 

University-Manila. Currently, he serves as an Administrative 

Assistant of the Association of Southeast Asian Teacher 

Education Network (AsTEN). He is a licensed professional 

teacher, having obtained his certification from the Philippine 

Regulatory Board for Professional Teachers in February 

2024. Christianus has participated in various professional 

development programs, including courses in media literacy, 

open distance e-learning, and gender sensitivity. He has 

participated as a member of university organizations such as 

the PNU Debate Society and PNU Tagpuan ng Edukasyon, 

Sining at Kultura (PNU-TEKSTURA), demonstrating a 

commitment to fostering literacy, cultural awareness, and 

educational engagement.  

 

. . .  


