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"When industries spiral into involution, it leads to stagnation, the result is 
often unchecked resource use, rising waste, and deepening environmental 

impact."
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Global Agreements
🌍 UN Treaty to End Plastic Pollution

• Led by: United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA)

• Started: 2022, target completion by end of 2024

• Type: Legally binding global treaty

• Scope:

• Full plastic life cycle (production to disposal)

• Includes legacy plastic in the environment, including oceans

• Goal: End plastic pollution through global rules and standards

• Negotiated by: Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee (INC)

🤝 Global Plastic Action Partnership (GPAP)
Hosted by: World Economic Forum
Started: 2018
Type: Voluntary multi-stakeholder platform
Scope:
Supports countries with national action plans (e.g. 
Indonesia, Ghana, Vietnam)
Promotes circular economy and plastic waste 
reduction
Goal: Turn commitments into action on the ground
Tools: Roadmaps, data modelling, policy support
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UN Treaty on Plastic Pollution  

INC 5.2
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Singapore Environment Council – Vision, Mission

Established 1995
NGO and Institute of Public Character (IPC) charity

Board Member of 

Global Ecolabelling

Network (GEN)

Accredited 

in 2018

Coverage
• 56 product categories

• 5,000 products

certified

• 1,200 companies

• 50 countries

International MOUs & MRAs

• Japan Environment Association (2015, 2023, 2024)

• China Environmental United Certification Center (2014)

• Ecological Movement Uzbekistan (2012)

• Good Environmental Choice Australia (2022, 2024)

• TCO Development (2023, 2025)
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Singapore’s Efforts to Curb Plastic Waste

National Environment Agency. Reducing Our Use 

of Disposables. NEA, https://www.nea.gov.sg/our-

services/waste-management/3r-programmes-and-

resources/reducing-our-use-of-disposables. 

Accessed 15 May 2025.

https://www.nea.gov.sg/our-services/waste-management/3r-programmes-and-resources/reducing-our-use-of-disposables
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Legislations to Drive Towards Zero Waste

• Objectives
– Climate Resilience

– Resource Resilience

– Economic Resilience

• Targets

– Reduce daily waste to landfill by 30%
by 2030

– Extend Semakau Landfill lifespan 

beyond 2030

– Raise overall recycling rate to 70%
(30% for domestic and 81% for 

commercial)

• Align with SDGs 12, 13, 14

Resource Sustainability Act
(4 Sep 2019)

Food Waste 
Recycling & design considerations

E-waste 
Extended Producer Responsibility (2021)

Packaging Waste
Mandatory Packaging Reporting Framework

(2020)

Extended Producer Responsibility by 2025

Credits: Icons from www.flaticon.com

*tps://www.towardszerowaste.sg/zero-waste-masterplan /

2021 - 2024

2021

2020 - 2025

Zero Waste Masterplan

Private & Confidential Property of Singapore Environment Council

http://www.flaticon.com/
https://www.towardszerowaste.sg/zero-waste-masterplan
https://www.towardszerowaste.sg/zero-waste-masterplan/
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Reducing Single-Use Plastic Bags

The disposable carrier bag charge was announced at the MSE Committee of 

Supply debates in March 2022 on the back of NEA New Resource Sustainability 

Bill mandates large supermarkets to charge 5 cts per bag. It will come into effect 

mid 2023. (apply to supermarket operators with an annual turnover of more than 

$100 million). They will be audited and accountable to the proceeds received 

redistributed to charity organisations.

Position Paper by Singapore Environment Council 2018. In partnership with Deloitte. 

Consumer Plastic and Plastic Resource Ecosystem in Singapore
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Singapore: Current Waste Statistics and Material Flow

Industrial Waste Stream

Domestic Waste Stream

Industrial & Domestic

• Insufficient recycled materials for circular green packaging or alternate 

• High leakage in the supply chain – a major issue in linear model. Will the SG packaging legislation change this?

• 275K  SMEs  companies

• 7K MNCs)

Assumption that the industrial waste portion for others 
would already be already recycled if it could due to the 
high recycling rate for industrial waste.  

Source: Towards Zero Waste, SingStat, NEA

• Total 10m tonnes

Packaging Waste 

• 55% plastics

Private & Confidential

Property of Singapore Environment Council
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SG Plastic Waste Ecosystem Creates New Industry & Green Jobs?

• Standardisation of Recycling

• Integrated Waste Management 

System (sorting and recycling at 

waste-to-energy site)

• ‘Karang’ Guni’ (Collectors)

Innovation

Infrastructure

Campaign

Policy

• Build Market for Recycled Plastic

• Create New Industries ($500M)

• Raise awareness on types of 

recyclables, recycling methods

• Replace Single-Use Plastic 

Bags/Rolls with Alternatives 

• Step-wise elimination of single-use 

plastics

• Labeling of plastics

• Compulsory recycling at commercial 

facilities 

RecommendationsWaste to Value (new products)Waste to Biofuel Plastic Extrusion Vendors

New Economy 

Industry 

Opportunities

Study Reference: Consumer 

Plastic and Plastic Resource 

Ecosystem in Singapore Position 

Paper by Singapore Environment 

Council 2018. In partnership with 

Deloitte.
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Global Ecolabelling Network  

and UNEP Accredited 
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Singapore Green Labelling Scheme (SGLS)

Coverage:

• More than 5,000 products certified

• 56 product categories

• 1,200 companies

• 50 countries

GREEN LABEL GREEN LABEL PLUS

Pulp and Paper 

Products

Type 1 Ecolabel 

Independently verified by a third party. 

Life Cycle Assessment takes into consideration the impact of the 

end-user and the product’s manufacturing process, labelling and 

use of raw materials. 



THANK YOU

www.sec.org.sg

+65 6337 6062

SingaporeEnvironmentCouncil

@SECSingapore
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Singapore Environment Council
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