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Participants List 

 
 Salutation, First 

Name, LAST 

NAME 

Country of 

Citizenship 
Designation  Institution 

1 
Ms Lauren 

SULLIVAN 
Australia 

Manager, Science Policy 

and Advice 

Australian Academy of 

Science 

2 
Dr Josefine 

ENKNER 
Austria 

Patent Examiner for 

Semiconductors 
European Patent Office 

3 
Mr Akib Intisar 

SIAM 
Bangladesh Assistant Secretary 

Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs, Bangladesh 

4 Mr Adil ENNAJI Belgium 
International Cooperation 

and Legal Affairs Manager  

The Belgian Science 

Policy Office (BELSPO) 

5 
Mr Dechkunn 

CHHAY 
Cambodia 

AI and Data Science 

Lecturer 

Cambodia University of 

Technology and Science 

6 
Mr Shuxi (Simon) 

YIN 
China Associate Professor 

Hangzhou Dianzi 

University 

7 
Mr Jiří 

ČERNOHOUS 

Czech 

Republic 

Ministerial officer for 

ASEAN region 

Ministry of Industry and 

Trade, Czech Republic 

8 

Ms Saara 

HILDÉN-

KORPINEN 

Finland 

 

 

Desk Officer for 

International Technology 

and Digital Policy 

Ministry for Foreign 

Affairs, Finland  



#ASEFSciTech2026 Asia-Europe Youth Summit on Science and Technology  

       Diplomacy 2026 | Participants - Profiles 

 

Page 3/25 

 Salutation, First 

Name, LAST 

NAME 

Country of 

Citizenship 
Designation  Institution 

9 
Ms Anna 

LANNUZEL 
France 

Scientific Cooperation 

Officer  

French Embassy in 

India / French Institute 

in India 

10 Dr Sarah YOUNG Germany Science Policy Advisor Max Planck Society 

11 Ms Tanvi MISRA India Innovation Lead 
NITI Aayog - Atal 

Innovation Mission 

12 
Ms Nirupa 

VIJAYKUMAR 
India 

Lead-Portfolio and 

Partnerships  

International Institute 

of Information 

Technology – 

Hyderabad (IIIT-H) 

13 Ms Nadya AINIKA Indonesia 

Clinical Research 

Associate / Former IPSF 

Program Director for UNEP 

Increase Laboratorium 

Indonesia / 

International 

Pharmaceutical 

Students' Federation 

14 
Mr Abriansyah 

ARISONI 
Indonesia Researcher 

National Research and 

Innovation Agency of 

Indonesia (BRIN) 

15 
Mr Mohammad 

Abyanara FATAH 
Indonesia Public Relation Officer 

Bakamla RI, Directorate 

of Cooperation 

16 Ms Annisa FITRIA Indonesia 
Head of Science and 

Technology Section  

German Embassy in 

Indonesia 

17 
Mr Anthony 

ISWARA 
Indonesia 

Deputy Attaché for 

Scientific and 

Technological Cooperation 

French Embassy in 

Indonesia, Timor-Leste 

and ASEAN 

18 
Ms Prisma 

KARTINI 
Indonesia Policy Analyst 

National Research and 

Innovation Agency of 

Indonesia (BRIN) 

19 Mr Asido KENZIE Indonesia 
International Cooperation 

Analyst 

National Research and 

Innovation Agency of 

Indonesia (BRIN) 

20 
Ms Fiqriah 

KHUMAIRAH 
Indonesia Junior Researcher 

National Research and 

Innovation Agency of 

Indonesia (BRIN) 
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Name, LAST 

NAME 
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21 
Dr Latifah 

LATIFAH 
Indonesia Researcher 

National Research and 

Innovation Agency of 

Indonesia (BRIN) 

22 Dr Naswandi NUR Indonesia Researcher 

National Research and 

Innovation Agency of 

Indonesia (BRIN) 

23 
Ms Adhita 

NURUNNIZAR 
Indonesia Researcher 

National Research and 

Innovation Agency of 

Indonesia (BRIN) 

24 
Mr Amal Rezka 

PUTRA 
Indonesia Researcher 

National Research and 

Innovation Agency of 

Indonesia (BRIN) 

25 
Ms Sakina 

RAHMANIA 
Indonesia 

Associate STI Human 

Resources Analyst 

National Research and 

Innovation Agency of 

Indonesia (BRIN) 

26 
Dr Sailent 

SIMAREMARE 
Indonesia 

Researcher, Research 

Center for Public Health 

and Nutrition 

National Research and 

Innovation Agency of 

Indonesia (BRIN) 

27 
Mr Ligar 

YOGASWARA 
Indonesia Technical Policy Analyst 

National Cyber and 

Crypto Agency of 

Indonesia 

28 Dr Wita YULIANTI Indonesia Researcher 

National Research and 

Innovation Agency of 

Indonesia (BRIN) 

29 
Ms Indah 

ZUMROTUN 
Indonesia Public Relation Officer 

National Research and 

Innovation Agency 

(BRIN) of Indonesia 

30 
Ms Hana 

EFENDIC 
Ireland 

Third Secretary - 

Southeast Asia desk  

Department of Foreign 

Affairs and Trade, 

Ireland   

31 
Ms Minami 

KOTANI 
Japan 

Head of Academic 

Relations 

Swissnex in Japan / 

Consulate of 

Switzerland in Osaka 

32 
Dr Svetlana 

PESHAYA 
Kazakhstan 

Vice Dean of Scientific 

Innovations and 

International Relations 

al-Farabi Kazakh 

National University 
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33 Mr Renārs KAIRIS Latvia 
Head of Sustainable 

development  
University of Latvia 

34 
Ms Samantha 

KHOO SU YEN 
Malaysia 

Researcher, Cyber and 

Technology Policy 

The Institute of 

Strategic and 

International Studies, 

Malaysia 

35 
Dr Maria 

AZZOPARDI 
Malta 

Director 

(Internationalisation) 
Xjenza Malta 

36 
Mr Bilguun 

ENKHBAYAR 
Mongolia Attaché 

Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs, Mongolia 

37 
Mr Chan Myae 

(Zenko) KO KO 
Myanmar Foreign Expert 

Faculty of Environment 

and Resource Studies, 

Mahidol University, 

Thailand 

38 

Ms Erika 

PINHEIRO 

MACHADO 

Netherlands Grant strategy advisor 
University Medical 

Center Groningen 

39 
Mr Abdul Rahim 

BALOCH 
Pakistan Manager 

Aerospace Design & 

Innovation Center  

40 
Ms Mehwish 

SAQLAIN 
Pakistan 

Lecturer Computer 

Science 

Ministry of Federal 

Education and 

Professional Training, 

Pakistan 

41 
Mr Jonathan 

AGBAYANI 
Philippines 

Head of Research, 

Development, and 

Innovation Unit 

Department of Science 

and Technology 

Northern Mindanao, 

Philippines 

42 
Ms Jasmin 

Coleen INTIA 
Philippines 

Science Research 

Specialist II 

Department of Science 

and Technology - 

Science Education 

Institute, Philippines 

43 

Ms Aleksandra 

WAJMER-

OGONOWSKA 

Poland 
Head of Unit, International 

Cooperation Department 

Ministry of Digital 

Affairs, Poland 
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Name, LAST 

NAME 

Country of 
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Designation  Institution 

44 Ms Kei Nin CHAN Singapore 
Senior Assistant Manager, 

Research Support Office 

Nanyang Technological 

University 

45 
Ms Elena GABINO 

CUELLAR 
Spain 

Coordinator at the 

Scientific Strategy Unit 

Spanish National 

Research Council (CSIC) 

46 
Ms Oona 

LAGERCRANTZ 
Sweden 

Science and Innovation 

Officer 

Swedish Embassy in 

London 

47 Mr Joël BRUNNER Switzerland Science Counselor 
Swiss Embassy in 

Singapore 

48 
Ms Amawasee 

VIRIYANUCROA 
Thailand Plan and Policy Analyst 

Ministry of Higher 

Education, Science, 

Research and 

Innovation (MHESI), 

Thailand 

49 Ms Alaka BHATT 
United 

Kingdom 

Senior Manager, 

Engineering Diplomacy 

Royal Academy of 

Engineering, United 

Kingdom 

50 
Ms Sadie 

SWEETLAND 

United 

Kingdom 

Digital and Technology 

Lead 

British Embassy in 

Tokyo 

51 
Ms Quynh (Quill) 

NGUYEN 
Viet Nam 

Innovation Startups 

Support Officer 

Department of Science 

and Technology of 

Haiphong city, Vietnam 
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Ms Lauren SULLIVAN  

 

Australia  

 

Manager, Science Policy and 

Advice  

 

Australian Academy of Science 

 

Lauren is a science policy specialist who works with 

Australia's leading scientists to advance evidence-

informed policy and decision-making. She leads the 

Australian Academy of Science's science policy and 

research functions, providing policy analysis and 

science advice to government, industry, and the 

broader science sector. Her work has shaped 

Australian science policy on issues including long 

COVID, gender equity in STEM, greenhouse gas 

removal, and research security. Lauren has led 

foresight initiatives to identify future national science 

capability needs and contributed to an international 

program with the International Science Council and UN 

Environment Programme to strengthen strategic 

foresight and futures thinking for planetary health and 

human wellbeing. Lauren's professional experience 

spans higher education, industry, and research 

organisations and she holds qualifications in science, 

public policy and science communication from the 

Australian National University and UNSW Sydney. 

 

 

Dr Josefine ENKNER  

 

Austria  

 

Patent Examiner for 

Semiconductors  

 

European Patent Office 

 

Since February 2026, Josefine has worked as a Patent 

Examiner at the European Patent Office, specialising in 

semiconductor devices. She builds on the technical 

expertise gained during her PhD in physics at ETH 

Zürich, where she investigated topological quantum 

matter and light-matter interactions and published her 

research in leading scientific journals. After completing 

her PhD in 2024, she studied Chinese at Peking 

University and later joined the Austrian Embassy in 

Beijing as an intern and scientific adviser to the 

Austrian Cultural Forum, supporting exchange between 

Austrian and Chinese universities and research 

institutions. At the EPO, Josefine assesses inventions 

for novelty and inventiveness, contributing to a fair and 

robust patent system that supports innovation and 

protects intellectual property. Her interests lie at the 

intersection of science, innovation and international 

cooperation. 

 

 

 

Mr Akib Intisar SIAM  

 

Bangladesh  

 

Assistant Secretary  

 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 

Bangladesh 

 
 

Akib serves as an Assistant Secretary at the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs of Bangladesh, where his work across 

its Policy and Organization and Recruitment and 

Training sections spans institutional policy and the 

training of diplomats, including the role technology can 

play in both. He is interested in how emerging 

technologies, from artificial intelligence to financial 

systems, are reshaping the practice of diplomacy. 

Before joining the Ministry, Akib worked as an Assistant 

Director at Bangladesh Bank, the country's central 

bank, where his work drew him to the geopolitics of 

financial technology. He holds a Professional Master’s 

in International Relations and Diplomacy from the 

University of Dhaka, where he received the Rector's 

Honour of Merit, and a Bachelor of Business 

Administration from its Institute of Business 

Administration. He is keen to help strengthen Asia-

Europe cooperation on science and technology. 
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Mr Adil ENNAJI  

 

Belgium  

 

International Cooperation and 

Legal Affairs Manager   

 

The Belgian Science Policy 

Office (BELSPO) 

 
 

Adil is an official at the Belgian Science Policy Office 

(BELSPO), where he serves as International 

Cooperation & Legal Affairs Manager for the Belgian 

national consortium of microbial biological resource 

centres (BCCM). His diverse academic background 

nurtured his passion for science and technology 

diplomacy. After obtaining a first degree in Economic 

and Social Law, he pursued European Affairs, 

specialising in Environmental and Agricultural Policies. 

Passionate about biology and life sciences, he further 

challenged himself with a degree in Environmental 

Science & Management. His interdisciplinary expertise 

led him to his current position at BELSPO, where he 

fosters scientific cooperation and diplomacy with 

foreign research infrastructures and institutes. 

Recently, he was appointed Vice-Chair of the Assembly 

of Members of MIRRI-ERIC, a European Research 

Infrastructure with the status of an International 

Organization. 

 

 

Mr Dechkunn CHHAY  

 

Cambodia  

 

AI and Data Science Lecturer  

 

Cambodia University of 

Technology and Science 

 

Dechkunn is an AI and Data Science Lecturer at 

CamTech University, Cambodia. He holds a Master's in 

Digital Humanities from the University of Göttingen, 

Germany, and a Bachelor of Science in Computer 

Science and Information Technology Management 

from the American University of Phnom Penh, 

Cambodia, and Fort Hays State University, USA. His 

research interests include digital humanities, 

computational social science, natural language 

processing, and human-centered AI. He has 

coordinated flagship programs of the university 

including Innovative Tech Challenge and SMEs 

workshop and training. 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Shuxi (Simon) YIN  

 

China  

 

Associate Professor  

 

Hangzhou Dianzi University 

 

Simon is a Professor in China and currently serves as 

Vice Director of the Office of International Exchange at 

his university. His research and professional work focus 

on China-EU relations, global governance, science and 

technology policy, digital governance, and international 

cooperation. He has extensive experience in promoting 

academic exchange and research collaboration 

between Chinese and European institutions, with 

particular expertise in science and technology 

cooperation and diplomacy. His work explores how 

scientific collaboration can strengthen international 

partnerships, address global challenges, and support 

sustainable development. Through both academic 

research and institutional engagement, he is 

committed to fostering dialogue, mutual 

understanding, and collaborative innovation between 

Asia and Europe. 
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Mr Jiří ČERNOHOUS  

 

Czech Republic  

 

Ministerial officer for ASEAN 

region 

 

Ministry of Industry and Trade, 

Czech Republic 

 

Jiří currently serves as a Ministerial Officer at the 

Ministry of Industry and Trade of the Czech Republic, 

where he is responsible for bilateral economic relations 

with ASEAN member states, as well as the European 

trade agenda. Prior to joining the Ministry of Industry 

and Trade, he gained experience in refugee 

administration at the Ministry of the Interior of the 

Czech Republic and in policy research at the Australian 

Government's Department of Climate Change, Energy, 

the Environment and Water, where he contributed to 

policy analysis and regulatory research. He holds 

degrees from Charles University and Macquarie 

University. His professional interests include economic 

and societal security, sustainable development, 

climate change initiatives, and international 

cooperation in the Indo-Pacific region. 

 

 

 

Ms Saara HILDÉN-KORPINEN  

 

Finland  

 

Desk Officer for International 

Technology and Digital Policy  

 

Ministry for Foreign Affairs, 

Finland  

 

Saara is a Finnish diplomat working on international 

technology and digital policy at the Ministry for Foreign 

Affairs of Finland, covering AI governance, EU digital 

diplomacy, and multilateral technology cooperation. 

Prior to joining the diplomatic service, Saara worked on 

international affairs and EU digital policy at the Ministry 

of Transport and Communications of Finland. She also 

contributed to the LUMI European-wide supercomputer 

project at CSC - IT Center for Science Ltd, gaining 

hands-on experience at the intersection of computing 

infrastructure and international science cooperation. 

Earlier in her career, she worked at the European 

Parliament and completed an internship at Finland's 

Permanent Mission to the United Nations in New York. 

Saara holds a Master of Social Sciences from the 

University of Tampere, where she studied European 

and Global Politics, World Politics, and governance 

within a multidisciplinary programme. 

 

 

 

Ms Anna LANNUZEL  

 

France  

 

Scientific Cooperation Officer   

 

French Embassy in India / 

French Institute in India 

 

Anna is a Scientific Cooperation Officer at the French 

Embassy in India, where she contributes to the 

development of Indo-French bilateral collaboration 

programs and provides strategic analysis on science 

and technology policies. She holds a degree in political 

sciences from Sciences Po Rennes, where she 

specialized in environmental policy and diplomacy. 

Prior to joining the Embassy, she worked in the 

international relations office of the French national 

marine science research institute, Ifremer. She also 

gained experience through several internships and 

volunteer positions in research institutions and non-

governmental organizations, where she developed a 

strong interest in science diplomacy, particularly 

related to the international governance of oceans and 

other global stakes such as AI, sustainable food 

systems or One Health.  
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Dr Sarah YOUNG  

 

Germany  

 

Science Policy Advisor  

 

Max Planck Society 

 

Sarah has been working as a science policy advisor for 

the Max Planck Society's Berlin Office since 2022. In 

this role, she is responsible for topics in federal politics 

that often overlap with international interests, for 

example, in research security. She had the chance to 

explore international relations by forming connections 

with many different embassies in Berlin and attending 

meetings with international delegations. Before joining 

the Berlin Office, she did her PhD in Biochemistry at the 

Max Planck Institute of Colloids and Interfaces in 

Potsdam, while serving as a member of the Max Planck 

PhDnet's steering group and the network N2, 

representing around 15,000 PhD candidates from all 

over the world in Germany. She studied Biochemistry at 

the Ludwig-Maximilians-University of Munich and did 

the research for her Master's thesis at the University of 

California in Los Angeles.  

 

 

 

Ms Tanvi MISRA  

 

India  

 

Innovation Lead  

 

NITI Aayog - Atal Innovation 

Mission 

 

Tanvi is an innovation and public policy professional 

with experience in designing and implementing 

initiatives that strengthen entrepreneurship, 

innovation ecosystems, and institutional capacity. As 

an Innovation Lead at the Atal Innovation Mission 

(AIM), NITI Aayog, Government of India, she leads 

programmes focused on capacity building, ecosystem 

development, and strategic partnerships to advance 

innovation-led growth. Her work spans innovation 

policy, programme design, stakeholder engagement, 

and international collaboration. Prior to joining NITI 

Aayog, she worked across the public and development 

sectors on governance, digital transformation, and 

inclusive development. She has represented AIM at 

international forums, contributed to bilateral and 

international partnerships promoting innovation and 

entrepreneurship, and is passionate about leveraging 

innovation and cross-sector collaboration to address 

public policy challenges and foster sustainable, 

inclusive growth. 

 

Ms Nirupa VIJAYKUMAR  

 

India  

 

Lead-Portfolio and Partnerships   

 

International Institute of 

Information 

Technology – Hyderabad (IIIT-H) 

 

Nirupa is the Lead - Portfolio & Partnerships at the 

Centre for Innovation and Entrepreneurship (CIE), IIIT 

Hyderabad, where she works at the intersection of 

research, innovation, entrepreneurship, and 

international collaboration. She leads strategic 

initiatives spanning deep-tech incubation, accelerator 

programmes, technology commercialization, and 

research translation, while building partnerships with 

government, industry, academia, and international 

organizations. With over six years of experience in the 

startup ecosystem, Nirupa has designed and managed 

programmes that support research-driven innovation, 

faculty entrepreneurship, and early-stage technology 

ventures. Her recent work includes research on faculty 

commercialization pathways and institutional 

mechanisms that strengthen the journey from 

laboratory research to societal impact. She is 

particularly interested in science and technology 

diplomacy, innovation policy, and fostering cross-

border collaborations that enable research, 

entrepreneurship, and sustainable development. 
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Ms Nadya AINIKA  

 

Indonesia  

 

Clinical Research Associate / 

Former IPSF Program Director 

for UNEP  

 

Increase Laboratorium 

Indonesia / International 

Pharmaceutical Students' 

Federation 
 

Nadya is driven by the question: How can we accelerate 

global access to clinical innovation? As a Clinical 

Research Associate, she handles clinical trial activities 

across complex regulatory environments. She sees the 

importance of translating scientific evidence into 

products that can be implemented in the community 

and regulatory recommendations. Her experience in 

health governance is grounded in global advocacy. 

Serving as the International Pharmaceutical Students' 

Federation (IPSF) Program Director for the United 

Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), she briefed 

international delegates for the UN Intergovernmental 

Negotiating Committee (INC-5) in Busan. Before diving 

into regional clinical trials, she managed health and 

educational initiatives much closer to the ground. As 

the CEO of Nguliah Kuy, she led a team to deliver 

inclusive higher education and mentorship to youth. To 

her, bridging the gap between high-level diplomacy and 

ground-level implementation isn't a contradiction—it is 

exactly what is required to build systems that actually 

last. 

 

 

 

Mr Abriansyah ARISONI  

 

Indonesia  

 

Researcher  

 

National Research and 

Innovation Agency of Indonesia 

(BRIN) 

 

Abriansyah is a Researcher at Indonesia's National 

Research and Innovation Agency (BRIN). He manages 

multi-party R&D projects, overseeing innovations 

ranging from autonomous vehicles to telemedicine 

infrastructure. Bridging engineering and public policy, 

he also serves on the working group for Indonesia's 

national Artificial Intelligence roadmap to help shape AI 

governance. He holds an M.Sc. in ICT Innovation from 

KTH Royal Institute of Technology and a B.Sc. in 

Electronics and Instrumentation from Universitas 

Gadjah Mada. His expertise spans systems integration, 

human-centred design, and strategic project 

coordination. 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Mohammad Abyanara 

FATAH  

 

Indonesia  

 

Public Relation Officer  

 

Bakamla RI, Directorate of 

Cooperation 

 

Abyanara he is Public Relation Officer in Directorat of 

Cooperation Bakamla. Has been working in field of 

communications for 10 years. He currently works as a 

public relations officer in the Domestic Cooperation 

Sub-Directorate, routinely facilitating domestic 

cooperation, including drafting, reviewing of MoU. He 

frequently assists in Sub-Directorate of International 

Cooperation as LO to coordinating between Bakamla 

and foreign MARSEC agencies, High Delegate, and 

vessel Crew on maritime security and safety agenda, 

and also committee for the establishment of the ASEAN 

Coast Guard Forum from 2024 to 2026. 

He previously worked as a public relations officer for 

the Indonesian Red Cross in a humanitarian role from 

2016 to 2024 and is currently an active Red Cross 

volunteer. He is deeply interested in cooperation, 

international relations, foreign languahe, expanding 

social networks, and community empowerment. 
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Ms Annisa FITRIA  

 

Indonesia  

 

Head of Science and 

Technology Section   

 

German Embassy in Indonesia 

 

Annisa is the Head of the Science and Technology 

Section at the German Embassy in Jakarta, where she 

leads bilateral cooperation in research, innovation, and 

science diplomacy between Germany, Indonesia, 

ASEAN, and Timor-Leste. She facilitates strategic 

partnerships among governments, universities, 

research institutions, and funding organizations, 

focusing on higher education, sustainable 

development, and international research collaboration. 

Annisa studied Social Work at HTW Saar and Modern 

South and Southeast Asian Studies at Humboldt-

Universität zu Berlin. Before joining the German 

Embassy, she worked as a social worker at a youth 

welfare institution in Berlin. With extensive experience 

in science diplomacy and international cooperation, 

she coordinates high-level policy dialogues, academic 

exchange initiatives, and collaborative research 

programs, fostering long-term partnerships between 

Germany and Southeast Asia. 

 

 

Mr Anthony ISWARA  

 

Indonesia  

 

Deputy Attaché for Scientific 

and Technological Cooperation  

 

French Embassy in 

Indonesia, Timor-Leste and 

ASEAN 

 

Anthony is Deputy Attaché for Scientific and 

Technological Cooperation at the Institut français 

d'Indonésie - the Embassy of France in Indonesia, 

Timor-Leste and ASEAN. He manages five bilateral 

France-Indonesia science and technology cooperation 

schemes, including co-funded PhD scholarships, 

researcher mobility programmes, and postdoctoral 

fellowships, and organised the One Health ASEAN-

France Scientific Conference (2025), bringing together 

21 agencies and 50+ participants across ASEAN. 

Before entering science diplomacy, he spent three 

years conducting policy research on social welfare 

issues for Indonesian and international development 

organisations, and four years as a journalist covering 

public policy and climate issues, including as a COP26 

Climate Tracker Fellow. He holds a Master of Public 

Policy and Management from Monash University 

Indonesia as an Australia Awards Scholar, and is based 

in Jakarta, Indonesia. 

 

 

 

Ms Prisma KARTINI  

 

Indonesia  

 

Policy Analyst 

 

National Research and 

Innovation Agency of Indonesia 

(BRIN) 

 

Prisma is an early-career policy analyst at Indonesia's 

National Research and Innovation Agency (BRIN), 

where she works on research and innovation policy 

evaluation. She is developing her experience in STI 

policy diplomacy, focusing on AI adoption frameworks 

through personal projects and planned collaborations 

with BRIN's research centres. She has also participated 

in an OECD capacity building programme on digital 

governance best practices as a delegate from BRIN's 

Deputy Chairman for Research and Innovation Policy. 

She holds a Bachelor's in Architecture from Universitas 

Diponegoro and a Master's in Smart Energy and the 

Built Environment from University College London 

(UCL), completed in 2024. Her studies sparked an 

interest in energy policy, which grown into a broader 

curiosity about the intersection of renewable energy 

transition, artificial intelligence, and STI policy 

diplomacy. 
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Mr Asido KENZIE  

 

Indonesia  

 

International Cooperation 

Analyst  

 

National Research and 

Innovation Agency of Indonesia 

(BRIN) 

 

Asido is an International Cooperation Analyst at the 

National Research and Innovation Agency (BRIN) of 

Indonesia. Asido has over six years of experience in 

managing international partnerships and research 

administration. In his current role, Asido coordinates 

and facilitates bilateral research cooperation initiatives 

with government agencies and academic institutions 

across Europe and the Americas. He previously 

managed similar portfolios for the Asia-Pacific region at 

the Ministry of Research, Technology, and Higher 

Education. He holds a Bachelor's in International 

Relations from Brawijaya University and a Master of 

Science in International Relations from the University 

of Indonesia 

 

 

 

Ms Fiqriah KHUMAIRAH  

 

Indonesia  

 

Junior Researcher  

 

National Research and 

Innovation Agency of Indonesia 

(BRIN) 

 

Fiqriah is a Junior Researcher at the Research Centre 

for Applied Microbiology, National Research and 

Innovation Agency (BRIN), Indonesia. She specialises in 

soil microbiology, plant-microbe interactions, and 

agricultural biotechnology, with a particular focus on 

rhizosphere microbiomes, microbial biostimulants, 

halotolerant bacteria, and nano-biofertilisers for 

sustainable agriculture. She currently leads a structural 

biology research project and contributes to 

multidisciplinary research on microbial biotechnology 

and climate-resilient agriculture. Previously, she served 

as a lecturer and postdoctoral researcher at 

Universitas Padjadjaran, supervising student research 

and advancing microbiome-based agricultural 

innovations. Her work has been recognised through 

international publications and research awards. 

Through her research and leadership roles, she is 

committed to advancing 

science that informs innovation, strengthens 

international collaboration, and contributes to 

sustainable development. 

 

 

Dr Latifah LATIFAH  

 

Indonesia  

 

Researcher  

 

National Research and 

Innovation Agency of Indonesia 

(BRIN) 

 

Latifah is a researcher in animal genetics and 

molecular breeding whose work focuses on livestock 

genomics, molecular genetics, and genome editing for 

sustainable livestock improvement. She obtained her 

Doctor of Philosophy in Animal Science from 

Universitas Gadjah Mada, Indonesia, where her 

research investigated genetic polymorphisms 

associated with economically important traits in 

livestock. Her current research explores the application 

of advanced biotechnologies, including genome editing 

and genomics, to enhance the productivity and 

resilience of indigenous livestock while supporting 

sustainable food systems. She has authored and co-

authored numerous peer-reviewed publications in 

international journals and actively engages in scientific 

collaboration and knowledge exchange. Through her 

participation in the Asia-Europe Training and Youth 

Summit on Science and Technology Diplomacy, she 

aims to strengthen her understanding of science 

diplomacy, foster international partnerships, and 

contribute to evidence-based policies that advance 

sustainable agriculture, food security, and scientific 

cooperation between Asia and Europe. 
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Dr Naswandi NUR  

 

Indonesia  

 

Researcher  

 

National Research and 

Innovation Agency of Indonesia 

(BRIN) 

 

Naswandi is a researcher at the National Research and 

Innovation Agency (BRIN), Indonesia, working on 

microbial biodiversity, enzyme discovery, and protein 

engineering. His research explores extremophilic 

microorganisms to discover and engineer novel 

enzymes for applications in industrial and 

environmental biotechnology. He has collaborated with 

researchers and institutions across Asia and Europe on 

microbial biodiversity, protein design, structural 

biology, and enzyme biotechnology. He has also 

participated in international discussions on biodiversity 

governance, including activities under the Convention 

on Biological Diversity (CBD) related to synthetic 

biology and Digital Sequence Information (DSI). 

Through these experiences, he has developed a strong 

interest in the interface between science, policy, and 

international cooperation to support the sustainable 

and equitable use of biodiversity. 

 

Ms Adhita NURUNNIZAR  

 

Indonesia  

 

Researcher  

 

National Research and 

Innovation Agency of Indonesia 

(BRIN) 

 

Adhita is a researcher at the National Research and 

Innovation Agency of Indonesia (BRIN), specialising in 

advanced photovoltaic materials and devices. She 

holds a PhD in Physics from Bandung Institute of 

Technology, Indonesia, and undertook a student 

exchange at The University of Osaka, Japan, during her 

doctoral studies, where she enhanced her intercultural 

competence and gained valuable experience in 

international research collaboration. She conducts 

research, supervises students, manages research 

grants, develops national and international research 

collaborations, and organises scientific seminars. Her 

research focuses on perovskite solar cells and 

interface engineering for sustainable energy 

applications. She believes that science, technology, 

and innovation diplomacy are vital to strengthening 

international partnerships, fostering knowledge 

exchange, and accelerating collaborative solutions to 

global sustainability challenges. 

 

 

Mr Amal Rezka PUTRA  

 

Indonesia  

 

Researcher  

 

National Research and 

Innovation Agency of Indonesia 

(BRIN) 

 

Amal Rezka is a researcher in the field of 

radiopharmaceuticals and medical radioisotopes. 

Since 2015, he has worked at the Center for 

Radioisotope and Radiopharmaceutical Technology, 

formerly under the National Nuclear Energy Agency of 

Indonesia, and currently at the Research Center for 

Radioisotope, Radiopharmaceutical, and Biodosimetry 

Technology, Nuclear Energy Research Organization, 

National Research and Innovation Agency. He earned 

his Bachelor's in Pharmacy in 2013 and is currently 

pursuing a doctoral degree in Chemistry at Universitas 

Indonesia. His research focuses on radiochemical 

analysis, nanoparticle synthesis and conjugation, 

medical radioisotope production, and 

radiopharmaceutical characterization. His work 

supports the development of radiopharmaceutical 

agents for nuclear medicine applications, including 

diagnostic imaging, targeted therapy, and preclinical 

evaluation through interdisciplinary collaboration. 
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Ms Sakina RAHMANIA  

 

Indonesia  

 

Associate STI Human Resources 

Analyst  

 

National Research and 

Innovation Agency of Indonesia 

(BRIN) 

 

Sakina is an Associate STI Human Resources Analyst 

at the Directorate of Talent Management, the National 

Research and Innovation Agency (BRIN), Indonesia. 

She works on science, technology, and innovation (STI) 

talent management by designing and implementing 

capacity-building programmes, strengthening research 

competencies, and supporting bilateral and 

multilateral collaboration, particularly in talent mobility. 

At BRIN, she has contributed to regional research and 

innovation cooperation, serving as Indonesia's focal 

point for the ASEAN Sub-Committee on Science and 

Technology Research Infrastructure and Resources 

Development (SCIRD) in 2022 and as a member of the 

ASEAN Expert Group on Talent Mobility since 2023. 

She has also supported the organisation of major 

international initiatives, including the 1st ASEAN-India 

Startup Festival (2022), the 1st EU-ASEAN Workshop 

on the ASEAN Technology Management Hub (2023), 

and the 9th STS Forum ASEAN-Japan Conference 

(2025). 

 

 

 

Dr Sailent SIMAREMARE  

 

Indonesia  

 

Researcher, Research Center 

for Public Health and Nutrition  

 

National Research and 

Innovation Agency of Indonesia 

(BRIN) 

 

Sailent is a Junior Researcher at the National Research 

and Innovation Agency (BRIN), Indonesia, specialising 

in public and environmental health. Her research 

focuses on environmental exposure assessment and 

its implications for population health. She has authored 

several peer-reviewed articles and contributes to 

international research collaborations. Dr Simaremare 

has participated in international leadership and 

research capacity-building programmes, including the 

British Council's Research Connect Training (2025). 

She previously served as a Youth Ambassador for the 

Sustainable Development Goals (2021–2022) and 

represented the New York Tzu Chi Foundation at 

several United Nations forums. She holds a Bachelor's 

in Public Health and a PhD in Health Sciences and is 

committed to advancing evidence-based research and 

international collaboration to address global health 

challenges. 

 

 

Mr Ligar YOGASWARA  

 

Indonesia  

 

Technical Policy Analyst  

 

National Cyber and Crypto 

Agency of Indonesia 

 

Ligar is a Technical Policy Analyst at Indonesia's 

National Cyber and Crypto Agency, where he supports 

the development of cybersecurity policy and 

international cooperation. His work focuses on cyber 

diplomacy, strategic partnerships, and legal and 

institutional frameworks that strengthen national cyber 

resilience. He has contributed to bilateral and 

multilateral cooperation initiatives, coordinated 

engagements with domestic and international 

stakeholders, and supported the development of 

cooperation agreements and strategic policy 

recommendations. Ligar holds a Bachelor's in 

International Relations and has participated in 

international programmes on cybersecurity, digital 

governance, and science and technology diplomacy. 

His professional interests include international cyber 

law, digital governance, emerging technologies, and 

the role of science diplomacy in fostering secure, 

inclusive, and resilient digital ecosystems. 
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Dr Wita YULIANTI  

 

Indonesia  

 

Researcher  

 

National Research and 

Innovation Agency of Indonesia 

(BRIN) 

 

Wita is a junior researcher at the National Research 

and Innovation Agency of Indonesia (BRIN). She began 

her academic career as a laboratory assistant in 

several laboratories at Andalas University, where she 

actively contributed to both academic and 

extracurricular activities, earning a range of 

achievements. She was awarded a full scholarship 

from the Tokyo Metropolitan Government to pursue 

both her master and doctoral degrees at Tokyo 

Metropolitan University. Her long-standing 

commitment to research on invasive species, spanning 

from her undergraduate studies through to her doctoral 

research in Japan, has enabled her to secure several 

competitive research grants and prestigious 

international training opportunities. Dr. Yulianti is 

currently engaged in interdisciplinary research that 

integrates invasive species management with their 

sustainable utilization. Her work aims to develop 

innovative approaches that contribute to 

environmental restoration while creating practical 

benefits for local communities. 

 

 

Ms Indah ZUMROTUN  

 

Indonesia  

 

Public Relation Officer  

 

National Research and 

Innovation Agency of Indonesia 

(BRIN) 

 

Indah is a Public Relation Officer working at the 

Directorate of Talent Management of National 

Research and Innovation Agency (BRIN) of Indonesia, 

where she is involved firsthand to the Indonesia's 

priority program; National Talent Management in the 

field of research & innovation. Her works evolves 

around science dissemination & research-innovation 

talents scouting and exposures through strategic 

programs, events and creative works involving a strong 

experience in engaging, collaborating, and building a 

strong partnership with local and international parties 

and stakeholders. Her latest contribution in 

international collaboration for scientific events (in 

2025) includes the STS Forum ASEAN-Japan 

Conference, the Global Hackatom Indonesia - BRIN, 

Rosatom, & Tomsk Polytechnic University, & the 

Science Management & Innovation (SMI) Symposium- 

BRIN & CSIRO Australia. She is currently overseeing the 

national program of research-innovation competition 

and exhibition namely Indonesia Research and 

Innovation Fair (IRIFair) and Indonesia Appreciation's 

Programs for high-achiever research-innovation talents 

in various fields of science.  

 

 

Ms Hana EFENDIC  

 

Ireland  

 

Third Secretary - Southeast Asia 

desk   

 

Department of Foreign Affairs 

and Trade, Ireland   

 

Hana is a diplomat with the Irish foreign service, 

working on Ireland's engagement with the 11 countries 

in Southeast Asia and ASEAN. Prior to this, she worked 

in the Embassy in The Hague, representing Ireland at 

international organisations such as the ICC and OPCW, 

as well as reporting on high profile cases at the ICJ. She 

holds a Master's in International Peace and Security 

from King's College London and a Bachelor's in 

Economics and Social Studies from Trinity College 

Dublin. For her Master's thesis, which examined 

genocidal intent at the ICTY, she was awarded the 

Barrie Paskins Prize for the Best Dissertation in the War 

Studies Department. Multi-disciplinary and curious at 

heart, she has authored several reports and articles, 

such as on the economic impacts of the Russo-

Ukrainian war, reconciliation in Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, and bridging divides between East and 

West. She is a George Moore Scholar and author of 

novel, Nia. 
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Ms Minami KOTANI 

 

Japan  

 

Head of Academic Relations  

 

Swissnex in Japan / Consulate 

of Switzerland in Osaka 

 

Minami is Head of Academic Relations at the Consulate 

of Switzerland and Swissnex in Japan, where she 

promotes academic and research collaboration 

between Switzerland and Japan. She builds 

partnerships between universities, research 

institutions, government bodies and other 

stakeholders, while supporting institutional 

cooperation, academic delegations, researcher 

mobility and knowledge exchange. As a founding 

member of Swissnex in Japan, she has contributed to 

the development of its academic network and to 

positioning higher education as an important bridge 

between the two countries. Minami holds a Master's in 

Chemistry from University College London and has also 

studied in Switzerland. Drawing on her scientific 

background and international experience, she is 

particularly interested in science diplomacy, 

interdisciplinary exchange and the role of universities 

in addressing shared global challenges. 

 

 

 

Dr Svetlana PESHAYA  

 

Kazakhstan  

 

Vice Dean of Scientific 

Innovations and International 

Relations  

 

al-Farabi Kazakh National 

University 

 

Svetlana is Vice Dean for Research, Innovation and 

International Relations at the Faculty of Physics and 

Technology, Al-Farabi Kazakh National University. She 

leads international partnerships, research 

collaboration, academic mobility, and innovation 

initiatives while contributing to the university's 

internationalisation strategy. Her research focuses on 

nanomaterials and advanced functional materials. 

Svetlana is particularly interested in science diplomacy, 

international research cooperation, and building 

sustainable partnerships between academia, 

government and industry. She holds a PhD in 

Nanomaterials and Nanotechnology. 

 

 

 

 

Mr Renārs KAIRIS  

 

Latvia  

 

Head of Sustainable 

development   

 

University of Latvia 

 

Renārs is Head of Sustainable Development at the 

University of Latvia and Chair of the University's Eco-

Council. Holding an MA in Political Science, he leads 

institutional sustainability initiatives spanning 

environmental governance, climate action, resource 

management, and diversity, equity and inclusion. His 

work focuses on embedding sustainability into higher 

education through strategic planning, policy 

development, stakeholder engagement, and 

interdisciplinary collaboration. Alongside his university 

role, he has contributed to civil society initiatives in 

security policy and public engagement, while 

coordinating international conferences, educational 

projects, and European collaboration on sustainability 

and inclusion. At the heart of his work is the creation of 

interdisciplinary spaces where diverse perspectives 

and responsible coexistence encourage critical inquiry, 

meaningful dialogue, and the development of an 

empathetic society guided by a strong moral compass. 
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Ms Samantha KHOO SU YEN  

 

Malaysia  

 

Researcher, Cyber and 

Technology Policy  

 

The Institute of Strategic and 

International Studies, Malaysia 

 

Samantha is a Researcher in the Cyber and Technology 

Policy (CATP) programme at ISIS Malaysia, where her 

work focuses on AI governance, digital policy, and 

emerging technologies in Southeast Asia. Her research 

explores the intersection of artificial intelligence, 

human rights, and regional governance, with interests 

in AI safety, platform accountability, online harms, and 

technology diplomacy. She has contributed to ASEAN 

digital governance initiatives, AI policy development, 

and multistakeholder processes involving 

governments, industry, academia, and civil society. 

Samantha also serves as a Policy Group Lead at the 

Center for AI and Digital Policy (CAIDP), contributing to 

the analysis of national AI strategies and international 

policy recommendations on AI governance. She holds 

an MA in Development Studies from the Graduate 

Institute Geneva and a BA in International Relations 

and Modern Languages from the University of Essex. 

 

 

 

Dr Maria AZZOPARDI  

 

Malta  

 

Director (Internationalisation)  

 

Xjenza Malta 

 

Maria is currently the Director for Internationalisation 

within Xjenza Malta and works at the interface between 

research and innovation, policy and international 

cooperation. She leads initiatives to strengthen the 

international engagement of Malta's research and 

innovation community. Together with her team, she 

develops and delivers initiatives that translate policy 

priorities into impactful bilateral and multilateral 

collaborations, strengthening research capacity, 

international research networks, and the local R&I 

ecosystem. These initiatives include funding 

opportunities for transnational research activities and 

projects, as well as access to research infrastructures. 

Maria represents Malta on the Management Board of 

JPI Oceans and sits on its Internal Advisory Committee 

and serves as the alternative national delegate to the 

Board of Trustees of the Partnership for Research and 

Innovation in the Mediterranean Area (PRIMA), 

amongst other roles.  She holds a PhD in biochemistry 

and molecular genetics from the University of Malta. 

 

 

Mr Bilguun ENKHBAYAR  

 

Mongolia  

 

Attaché  

 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 

Mongolia 

 

Bilguun serves as an Attaché in the Department of 

Public Administration and Human Resources 

Management at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 

Mongolia. He joined the Ministry as a specialist in 

January 2025 and was appointed to his current role in 

May 2025, where he contributes to human resource 

development, legal and ethics compliance, and the 

professional development of diplomatic staff. He is also 

secretariat for the Ethics Sub-committee of the 

Ministry, overseeing ethics-related procedures and 

institutional integrity. His work has given him practical 

insight into how governance, capacity-building, and 

emerging policy areas intersect within modern 

diplomacy. He is particularly interested in the growing 

role of science and technology diplomacy and how 

Mongolia can strengthen its engagement in this field to 

support its foreign policy priorities and international 

partnerships. 
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Mr Chan Myae (Zenko) KO KO  

 

Myanmar  

 

Foreign Expert  

 

Faculty of Environment and 

Resource Studies, Mahidol 

University, Thailand 

 

Chan Myae is a Myanmar researcher and 

environmental professional with over six years of 

interdisciplinary professional experience, currently 

serving as a Foreign Expert at the Faculty of 

Environment and Resource Studies, Mahidol 

University, Thailand. He develops knowledge articles on 

climate policy, net-zero transition, and climate change 

education for the faculty's policy lab, facilitates 

international training programmes, and fosters 

research partnerships. Previously, he worked with the 

United Nations Office for Project Services (UNOPS) Asia 

Pacific Regional Office, supporting infrastructure 

resilience, project management, and capacity-building 

initiatives, and contributed to community-driven 

development projects in Myanmar. In 2026, he served 

as a youth panellist at the Asia-Pacific Forum on 

Sustainable Development, contributing perspectives 

on youth employment, skills development, and 

financing for sustainable development. He is the 

recipient of Mahidol University's Outstanding Thesis 

Award for Promoting SDG Policies (FY2025). His 

research interests include climate policy, water, 

sanitation and hygiene (WASH), climate change 

mitigation and adaptation, and science-informed 

policymaking. 

 

Ms Erika PINHEIRO MACHADO  

 

Netherlands  

 

Grant strategy advisor  

 

University Medical Center 

Groningen 

 

Erika is a Grant Strategy Advisor in the Grant Office of 

the University Medical Center Groningen, The 

Netherlands, where she advises early-career to senior 

researchers on grant strategy, evaluates scientific 

proposals, and delivers training on competitive 

funding, particularly personal grant schemes such as 

the NWO Talent Program (the Dutch Research Council). 

Having begun her career in the laboratory, she moved 

into research strategy and increasingly works where 

research funding meets policy. She holds a PhD in 

Tissue Engineering and Regenerative Medicine from 

the University of Groningen and previously worked as a 

researcher and university lecturer. Her training spans 

Brazil, the United States, Denmark, and The 

Netherlands, and she holds dual Brazilian-Dutch 

nationality. She is particularly drawn to why some 

international research collaborations flourish while 

others, just as strong on paper, quietly fall apart. 

 

 

Mr Abdul Rahim BALOCH  

 

Pakistan  

 

Manager  

 

Aerospace Design & Innovation 

Center  

 

Abdul Rahim is an Aerospace Project Management 

Professional at the Aerospace Design & Innovation 

Centre (ADIC), National Aerospace Science & 

Technology Park (NASTP), Pakistan. His work focuses 

on aircraft system layout and integration, project 

planning, production coordination, quality 

management, certification support, and 

multidisciplinary collaboration within the Pakistan 

Aeronautical Complex. He holds a Bachelor's in 

Chemical Engineering, a Master of Business 

Administration, and additional degrees in Sociology 

and Political Science, enabling him to integrate 

technical, managerial, and policy perspectives. Abdul 

Rahim has also contributed to education development 

projects in Balochistan and actively participated in 

youth leadership, science, peace, and international 

dialogue initiatives. His interests include science 

diplomacy, responsible innovation, international 

cooperation, and youth engagement in science and 

technology policy. 
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Ms Mehwish SAQLAIN  

 

Pakistan  

 

Lecturer Computer Science  

 

Ministry of Federal Education 

and Professional Training, 

Pakistan 

 

Mehwish is a Lecturer in Computer Science at the 

Ministry of Federal Education and Professional 

Training, Pakistan. With over eight years of experience 

in Higher Education, she teaches undergraduate 

courses in Artificial Intelligence, Deep Learning, 

Software Engineering and Programming. She also 

serves as the BS Computer Science Programme 

Coordinator, facilitating communication and 

collaboration among students, faculty and 

departmental administration, coordinating academic 

activities, supervising undergraduate final-year 

projects, and supporting the management of 

computing laboratories and departmental IT resources. 

Her research focuses on deep learning, computer 

vision and machine learning, with an emphasis on 

developing AI solutions for real-world applications. She 

is the first author of a Scopus-indexed publication on 

deep learning-based computer vision for retail shelf 

monitoring. She is interested in advancing international 

collaboration at the intersection of Artificial 

Intelligence, Science and evidence-informed 

policymaking. 

 

 

Mr Jonathan AGBAYANI  

 

Philippines  

 

Head of Research, 

Development, and Innovation 

Unit 

  

Department of Science and 

Technology Northern Mindanao, 

Philippines 

 

Jonathan is a Senior Science Research Specialist and 

Head of the Research, Development and Innovation 

(RDI) Unit at the Department of Science and 

Technology (DOST) Northern Mindanao, Philippines. He 

leads initiatives that strengthen regional innovation 

ecosystems through strategic planning, R&D portfolio 

management, and science, technology and innovation 

(STI) policy development. He also serves as Lead 

Secretariat of the Regional Research, Development 

and Innovation Committee (RRDIC-X) and Consortium 

Director of the Northern Mindanao Consortium for 

Industry, Energy and Emerging Technologies R&D 

(NorMinCIEERD). Jonathan has led programmes 

supporting technology commercialisation, MSME 

innovation, startup incubation and acceleration, and 

local government S&T planning. 

 

 

 

Ms Jasmin Coleen INTIA  

 

Philippines  

 

Science Research Specialist II  

 

Department of Science and 

Technology - Science Education 

Institute, Philippines 

 

Jasmin Coleen is a Science Research Specialist II at the 

Department of Science and Technology – Science 

Education Institute (DOST-SEI), Philippines, where she 

leads science communication initiatives that promote 

public engagement with science and inspire young 

people to pursue careers in science, technology, 

engineering, and mathematics (STEM). She currently 

serves as the Project Leader of the 10th Indie-Siyensya 

Science Filmmaking Competition, DOST-SEI's flagship 

science filmmaking initiative, and contributes to 

national science communication campaigns, 

exhibitions, and capacity-building programmes. With a 

background in communication, Jasmin advocates for 

evidence-informed, people-centred science 

communication to foster scientific literacy and 

meaningful dialogue between science and society. Her 

work highlights the power of storytelling to make 

science more relevant, inclusive, and accessible. 
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Ms Aleksandra WAJMER-

OGONOWSKA  

 

Poland  

 

Head of Unit, International 

Cooperation Department  

 

Ministry of Digital Affairs, 

Poland 

 

 

Aleksandra is a Head of Unit at the Ministry of Digital 

Affairs of Poland, working at the intersection of digital 

policy, international cooperation, and public 

administration. In her current role, she leads the 

Ministry's international engagement, overseeing 

official international visits, diplomatic protocol, and 

high-level engagements with governments and 

international partners. Most recently, she coordinated 

the Ministry's international work during Poland's 

Presidency of the Council of the European Union, 

supporting the delivery of Poland's digital priorities on 

the international stage. She holds a Master's in 

International Relations and a Bachelor's in Political 

Science. Her professional interests include digital 

transformation, science and technology diplomacy, 

European affairs, and public sector innovation, with a 

strong commitment to fostering international 

cooperation and effective public policy. 

 

 

Ms Kei Nin CHAN  

 

Singapore  

 

Senior Assistant Manager, 

Research Support Office  

 

Nanyang Technological 

University 

 

Kei Nin is a Senior Assistant Manager with the 

Research Support Office at Nanyang Technological 

University, Singapore. In her current position, she 

manages local biomedical and healthcare research 

grant funding awarded to the university, including 

ensuring compliance with relevant regulations through 

each grant's lifecycle from application stage to final 

report submission. With a grants portfolio mainly 

covering funders such as the Singapore Ministry of 

Health, National Medical Research Council, and other 

biomedical consortiums and agencies, she engages 

with both internal and external stakeholders to ensure 

alignment between existing processes and evolving 

policies and is an active advocate for process 

improvements to reduce administrative burden where 

possible and promote ease of collaboration between 

researchers from different institutions. She holds a 

Bachelor of Arts (Honours with Distinction) in 

Philosophy from Nanyang Technological University.  

 

 

Ms Elena GABINO CUELLAR  

 

Spain  

 

Coordinator at the Scientific 

Strategy Unit  

 

Spanish National Research 

Council (CSIC) 

 

Carmen is a Coordinator at the Scientific Strategy Unit 

and a Cabinet Member to the Vice-Presidency for 

Scientific and Technical Areas at the Spanish National 

Research Council (CSIC). She leads strategic planning 

actions across CSIC's three scientific areas - Society, 

Life and Matter - and advises senior leadership on 

institutional strategy and science diplomacy. 

Previously, she coordinated 29 multidisciplinary 

research and innovation initiatives with combined 

budgets exceeding €150 million and led the CSIC White 

Books 2030. During the COVID-19 pandemic, she 

managed the CSIC Global Health Platform, 

coordinating over 800 researchers. 

She holds a double degree in Law and Political Science 

from Universidad Carlos III de Madrid and an LL.M. 

from the Universitat Oberta de Catalunya, and is a 

qualified lawyer (Spanish Bar, 2020). She was a 

Fulbright Fellow in R&D Governance and Science 

Diplomacy at Yale University. 
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Ms Oona LAGERCRANTZ  

 

Sweden  

 

Science and Innovation Officer  

 

Swedish Embassy in London 

 

Oona works at the Swedish Government's Office for 

Science and Innovation at the Embassy of Sweden in 

London, where she advances strategic collaboration 

between Sweden and the United Kingdom in research, 

innovation, and higher education, with a focus on 

emerging technologies including AI, quantum 

technologies, and the life sciences. She is also an 

editor of the Cambridge Journal of Artificial Intelligence 

and previously worked at the Center for AI Safety, 

delivering training on AI ethics and risk mitigation to 

professionals. Her previous experience includes roles 

at the Scientific Foresight Unit of the European 

Parliament and the Tech Policy Program at the Center 

for European Policy Analysis in Brussels. She has 

published research on AI policy, quantum technologies, 

and geoengineering. Oona holds a BA and MPhil from 

the University of Cambridge, where she specialised in 

the history and politics of emerging technologies. 

 

 

 

Mr Joël BRUNNER  

 

Switzerland  

 

Science Counselor  

 

Swiss Embassy in Singapore 

 

Joël serves as the Science Counselor at the Embassy 

of Switzerland in Singapore, where represents the 

swissnex network. In his role he strengthens 

cooperation between Switzerland and Singapore by 

connecting government, research, and industry 

partners in the fields of education, research and 

innovation. In his role, Joël works at the intersection of 

diplomacy and science policy, fostering ties between 

Swiss and foreign actors. Previously he worked for the 

EFTA Statistical Office in Luxembourg. He Joël holds an 

M.A. International Affairs and Governance from the 

University of St.Gallen.  

 

 

 

 

 

Ms Amawasee VIRIYANUCROA  

 

Thailand  

 

Plan and Policy Analyst  

 

Ministry of Higher Education, 

Science, Research and 

Innovation (MHESI), Thailand 

 

Amawasee is a Plan and Policy Analyst at the Ministry 

of Higher Education, Science, Research  

and Innovation (MHESI), Thailand, operating within the 

Division of Foreign Affairs for the Office of  

the Thai KOSEN Project. She holds an MA in 

International Relations from Chulalongkorn University  

and is currently pursuing a Ph.D. in Political Science 

and International Studies at SOAS University of London. 

Specialising in strategic policy formulation and 

educational diplomacy, her expertise focuses on 

advancing national engineering education and forging 

robust industry collaborations. Notably, her analytical 

initiatives on 'KOSEN Education' directly support higher 

education strategies for Thailand's industrial workforce 

development. Globally, she served as the Thailand 

Representative to the Asian Productivity Organisation 

(APO) mission on AI Transformation in South Korea, 

leveraging advanced technological insights to 

modernise public administration. Additionally, she 

serves as an expert trainer in creative media  

and AI integration for government ministries and the 

Royal Thai Armed Forces. 
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Ms Alaka BHATT  

 

United Kingdom  

 

Senior Manager, Engineering 

Diplomacy  

 

Royal Academy of Engineering, 

United Kingdom 

 

Alaka is the Senior Manager for Engineering Diplomacy 

at the Royal Academy of Engineering (UK), where she 

leads programmes that strengthen bilateral and 

multilateral relationships with national engineering 

academies worldwide. She oversees a portfolio of 

initiatives under the UK Government's International 

Science Partnerships Fund (ISPF), including thought 

leadership workshops on future technologies that 

connect leading engineers across Asia, Europe, and 

North America. She also manages the Academy's 

strategic engagement with global multilateral 

networks, including CAETS and Euro-CASE. Alaka holds 

a Master's in International Relations from Leiden 

University and has a background in delivering capacity-

building programmes at the International Network for 

Advancing Science and Policy (INASP). She is 

passionate about fostering international collaboration, 

innovation, and inclusive leadership. 

  

 

Ms Sadie SWEETLAND  

 

United Kingdom  

 

Digital and Technology Lead  

 

British Embassy in Tokyo 

 

Sadie is the Digital and Technology Lead at the British 

Embassy Tokyo, where she works in science and 

technology diplomacy to strengthen UK, Japan and 

wider Indo-Pacific collaboration on emerging 

technologies. She advises government on areas 

including AI governance, semiconductor supply chains 

and digital policy, while building partnerships with 

researchers, universities and industry. Previously, she 

held strategic roles across the UK Department for 

Science, Innovation and Technology, leading 

technology strategy, supporting ministerial decision-

making, and shaping the UK's Industrial Strategy. Her 

earlier experience spans data science, environmental 

policy, global health partnerships and science 

communication. Sadie holds an MSc in Science 

Communication from Imperial College London and a 

BSc in Biomedical Science from King's College London. 

 

 

Ms Quynh (Quill) NGUYEN  

 

Viet Nam  

 

Innovation Startups Support 

Officer  

 

Department of Science and 

Technology of Haiphong city, 

Vietnam 

 

Nhu Quynh is an Innovation and Startup Support Officer 

at the Department of Science and Technology of Hai 

Phong city, Vietnam, where she advises startups on 

scaling, funding, and legal fundamentals, coordinates 

strategic initiatives such as competitions, training 

programmes, and symposiums, and supports the 

growth of regional innovation ecosystems and 

partnerships. She holds a Bachelor of Arts in 

Economics of International Trade from Vietnam 

Maritime University. Her international experience 

includes the YSEALI Academic Fellows Program on 

Natural Resources (U.S. Department of State, East-

West Center), collaborating with fellows from across 

ASEAN on resource management and environmental 

sustainability, and the Political Management Training 

Program by Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung, focused on 

governance and policy communication across the Asia-

Pacific. 
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